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						Abstract
 Issue addressed: Over the last three decades there has been an incremental investment in health promotion and prevention across Australia; yet, the Commonwealth Government and some state/territory governments have more recently instigated funding cuts in health promotion and prevention. This paper argues that the role of health promotion is critical in contemporary Australia and discusses strategies needed to move forward within the context of recent disinvestments.
Discussion: Key areas of concern relating to recent health promotion and prevention disinvestment in Australia include the abolishment of the Australian National Preventive Health Agency, the cessation of the National Partnership Agreement on Preventive Health and significant cuts to Indigenous programs. These changes pose a significant threat to the health, economic and social well being of Australians and the region, particularly those that are most vulnerable.
Conclusions: Future health promotion and prevention efforts will require strategic leadership and action to enhance the promotion of health equity in Australia over the coming decades. We call on governments to (re)invest in health promotion and prevention both in and outside the health sector so that health promotion professionals can continue their advocacy efforts aimed at articulating their professional place in improving population health.
So what?: Recent changes to national health promotion and prevention policy are detrimental to the health and well being of the Australian population, particularly those most vulnerable. Sound planning to revitalise and refocus health promotion action in Australia is urgently required.

					

				
				
					Key words: health policy, prevention, public health, public policy.

				

		 
				

				
					
						References

					
								
[1] 
							 Lin V, Fawkes S 












(2007) Health promotion in Australia: twenty years on from the Ottawa Charter. Promot Educ 14, 203–8. 
| Health promotion in Australia: twenty years on from the Ottawa Charter.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  18372869PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[2] 
							Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Australia’s health 2014. Australia’s health series no. 14. Cat. no. AUS 178. Canberra: AIHW; 2014. 
 
						

 				 
								
[3] 
							Applied Economics. Returns on investment in public health: an epidemiological and economic analysis. Prepared for the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing. 2003. Available from: http://www.appliedeconomics.com.au/pubs/reports/health/ph00.htm [Verified 13 October 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
								
[4] 
							Vos T, Carter R, Barendregt J, Mihalopoulos C, Veerman L, Magnus A, Cobiac L, Bertram M, Wallace A. Assessing cost effectiveness in prevention (ACE Prevention): final report. University of Queensland, Brisbane, and Deakin University, Melbourne; 2010. 
 
						

 				 
								
[5] 
							Smith JA, Gleeson S, White I, Judd J, Jones-Roberts A, Hanzar T, Sparks M, Shilton T, Shand M 











(2009) Health promotion: essential to a national preventative health strategy. Health Promot J Austr 20, 5–6. 
 
						

 				 
								
[6] 
							Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations (AFAO) (2012). Implementing the United Nations political declaration on HIV/AIDS in Australia’s domestic HIV response: turning political will into action. Available from: http://www.afao.org.au/library/topic/treatment/DP0912_Implementing-the-UNPD-in-Australia.pdf.pdf [Verified 13 October 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
								
[7] 
							Department of Health. Seventh national HIV strategy 2014–2017. Canberra: Australian Government; 2014. 
 
						

 				 
								
[8] 
							Brown G, O’Donnell D, Crooks L, Lake R 












(2014) Mobilisation, politics, investment and constant adaptation: lessons from the Australian health promotion response to HIV. Health Promot J Austr 25, 35–41.
| Mobilisation, politics, investment and constant adaptation: lessons from the Australian health promotion response to HIV.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  24739777PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[9] 
							National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research. Return on investment 2: evaluating the cost-effectiveness of needle and syringe programs in Australia 2009. Commissioned by the Department of Health and Ageing, Commonwealth of Australia and conducted by the National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research, Faculty of Medicine, University of New South Wales. 2009. Available from https://kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/hiv/attachment/RO-2ReportLQ.pdf [Verified 13 October 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
								
[10] 
							Kahende JW, Loomis B, Adhikari B, Marshall L 











(2009) A review of economic evaluations of tobacco control programs. Int J Environ Res Public Health 6, 51–68.
| A review of economic evaluations of tobacco control programs.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  19440269PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[11] 
							Tobacco Working Group. (2009). Australia: the healthiest country by 2020 – Technical Report 2. Tobacco control in Australia: making smoking history. Available from: http://www.health.gov.au/internet/preventativehealth/publishing.nsf/Content/96CAC56D5328E3D0CA2574DD0081E5C0/$File/tobacco-cover.pdf [Verified 13 October 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
								
[12] 
							Australian National Preventive Health Agency (ANPHA). State of Preventive Health 2013. Report to the Australian Government Minister for Health. Canberra: ANPHA; 2013. 
 
						

 				 
								
[13] 
							Hurley S, Spittal M, Scollo M, Durkin S, Wakefield M. Predicted impact of proposed tobacco control strategies. Melbourne: VicHealth Centre for Tobacco Control, Cancer Council Victoria; 2009. 
 
						

 				 
								
[14] 
							Wise M, Signal L 











(2000) Health promotion development in Australia and New Zealand. Health Promot Int 15, 237–48.
| Health promotion development in Australia and New Zealand.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar | 
 
						

 				 
								
[15] 
							Herriot M, Desmarchelier M 










(2004) Health promotion leadership in Australia – 2004 and beyond. Health Promot J Austr 15, 11–6. 
 
						

 				 
								
[16] 
							Russel LM, Rubin G, Leeder S 











(2008) Preventive health reform: what does it mean for public health? Med J Aust 188, 715–19. 
 
						

 				 
								
[17] 
							Schang LK, Czabanowska K, Lin V 












(2012) Securing funds for health promotion: lessons from health promotion foundations based on experiences from Australia, Germany, Hungary and Switzerland. Health Promot Int 27, 295–305.
| Securing funds for health promotion: lessons from health promotion foundations based on experiences from Australia, Germany, Hungary and Switzerland.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  21467099PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[18] 
							Leeder SR, Lewis M 











(2008) Learning from past commissions. Med J Aust 189, 268–9. 
 
						

 				 
								
[19] 
							National Public Health Partnership. (1996). Discussion paper on the National Public Health Partnership. September, 1996. Available from: http://www.health.vic.gov.au/archive/archive2014/nphp/publications/documents/disc_pap_nphp1996.pdf [Verified 16 February 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
								
[20] 
							Kickbusch I. Health in All Policies: the evolution of the concept of horizontal health governance. In Kickbusch I, Buckett K, editors. Implementing Health in All Policies: Adelaide 2010 (pp. 11–24). Adelaide: Department of Health, Government of South Australia; 2010. 
 
						

 				 
								
[21] 
							Oldenburg BF, Harper T 











(2008) Investing in the future: prevention a priority at last. Med J Aust 189, 267–8. 
 
						

 				 
								
[22] 
							Australian Government. Taking preventative action. A response to: Australia: the healthiest country by 2020. 2010. Available from: http://preventativehealth.org.au/internet/preventativehealth/publishing.nsf/Content/6B7B17659424FBE5CA25772000095458/$File/tpa.pdf [Verified 13 October 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
								
[23] 
							Commission on Social Determinants of Health. Closing the gap in a generation: health equity through action on the social determinants of health. Final report of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2008. 
 
						

 				 
								
[24] 
							Kickbusch I, McCann W, Sherbon T 












(2008) Adelaide revisited: from healthy public policy to Health in All Policies. Health Promot Int 23, 1–4.
| Adelaide revisited: from healthy public policy to Health in All Policies.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  18272532PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[25] 
							Kickbusch I, Buckett K. Implementing Health in All Policies: Adelaide 2010. Adelaide: Department of Health, Government of South Australia; 2010. 
 
						

 				 
								
[26] 
							Baum F, Laris P. Improving health equity: action on social determinants of health through Health in All Policies. In Kickbusch I, Buckett K, editors. Implementing Health in All Policies: Adelaide 2010 (pp. 25–38). Adelaide: Department of Health, Government of South Australia; 2010. 
 
						

 				 
								
[27] 
							Smith JA 












(2014) Reflections on the framing of ‘health equity’ in the National Primary Health Care Strategic Framework: a cause for celebration or concern? Health Promot J Austr 25, 42–5.
| Reflections on the framing of ‘health equity’ in the National Primary Health Care Strategic Framework: a cause for celebration or concern?Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  24739778PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[28] 
							Binns C, Howat P, Jancey J 












(2014) Health promotion success in Australia a note of warning. Health Promot J Austr 25, 157–9.
| Health promotion success in Australia a note of warning.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  25487688PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[29] 
							Pati S, Chauhan A 











(2012) Health promotion: an integral discipline of public health. SE Asia J Publ Heal 2, 3–7.
| Health promotion: an integral discipline of public health.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar | 
 
						

 				 
								
[30] 
							Dempsey C, Battel-Kirk B, Barry M. (2011). The CompHP core competencies framework for health promotion handbook. Galway: Health Promotion Research Centre, National University of Ireland; 2011. 
 
						

 				 
								
[31] 
							Jones-Roberts A, Phillips J, Tinsley K 












(2014) Creating a sustainable health promotion workforce in Australia: a health promoting approach to professionalisation. Health Promot J Austr 25, 150–2.
| Creating a sustainable health promotion workforce in Australia: a health promoting approach to professionalisation.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  25027656PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[32] 
							Commonwealth of Australia. Budget 2014–15: overview. 2014. Available from: http://budget.gov.au/2014-15/content/overview/download/Budget_Overview.pdf [Verified 22 February 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
								
[33] 
							Biggs A. Australian National Preventive Health Agency (Abolition) Bill 2014. Bills Digest No. 86, 2013/2014. Canberra: Parliamentary Library, Department of Parliamentary Services, Parliament of Australia; 2014. 
 
						

 				 
								
[34] 
							Moore M, Yeatman H 












(2014) ‘Killer Budget’ attacks prevention and primary health care. Aust NZ J Publ Heal 38, 301
| ‘Killer Budget’ attacks prevention and primary health care.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar | 
 
						

 				 
								
[35] 
							Friel S 












(2014) A fair go for health? Not at the moment. Aust NZ J Publ Heal 38, 302–3.
| A fair go for health? Not at the moment.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar | 
 
						

 				 
								
[36] 
							Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) and Australian Health Promotion Association (AHPA). Submission on the Australian National Preventive Health Agency (Abolition) Bill 2014 (Submission 8). Submitted to the Senate Standing Committees on Community Affairs on 6 June 2014. 
 
						

 				 
								
[37] 
							Stuckler D, Basu S, McKee M 











(2010) Budget crises, health, and social welfare programmes. BMJ 340, c3311
| Budget crises, health, and social welfare programmes.Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar |  20576709PubMed | 
 
						

 				 
								
[38] 
							National Preventative Health Taskforce. Australia: the healthiest country by 2020. National preventative health strategy: overview. 2009. Canberra: Commonwealth of Australia. Available from: http://preventativehealth.org.au/internet/preventativehealth/publishing.nsf/Content/AEC223A781D64FF0CA2575FD00075DD0/$File/nphs-overview.pdf [Verified 13 October 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
								
[39] 
							Community Affairs Reference Committee. Australia’s domestic response to the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Commission on Social Determinants of Health report ‘Closing the gap within a generation’. 2013. Canberra: Commonwealth of Australia. 
 
						

 				 
								
[40] 
							Standing Council on Health. National primary health care strategic framework. 2013. Available from: http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/6084A04118674329CA257BF0001A349E/$File/NPHCframe.pdf [Verified 13 October 2015]. 
 
						

 				 
 
				

		
			
		

				
					
						
		
			
			Export Citation
			
				Cited By (27)
			
		

		
		
		
			View Dimensions

			

		

	
			
			
				View Altmetrics

				

			

		
			
				
					Subscriber Login

					
					
					
					Username:
					

					Password:
					 
				 

			

		
					

				
	
		   
		

	 
		    
	            Journal Navigation

    	        
						

						
							Left Panel NavigationJournal Home
						

						

					
					
	

						
							Left Panel NavigationContent
						

							All Issues
	Special Issues
	Research Fronts
	Virtual Issues


					
					


				
				

			

			    
		


	

    
		
         
          Links

            
              Links first column

              	About Us
	Contact Us
	Help
	Workshops
	Building Technology Resources 


            
        

        
          Browse by subject

          
            
              Browse by subject first column

              	Animals
	Built Environment
	Food & Agriculture
	Gardening & Horticulture
	Children


            
          

          
            
              Browse by subject second column

              	Marine & Freshwater
	Natural Environment
	Physical Sciences
	Plants & Fungi
	Science in Society


            
          

        

        
          Connect with us

            [image: Like us on Facebook]
            [image: Follow us on Twitter]
            [image: Connect with us on Instagram]
            [image: Connect with us on LinkedIn]
        
 

	
		We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, sea and waters, of the areas that we live and work on across Australia. We acknowledge their continuing connection to their culture, their contribution to our shared knowledge, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

		
			Copyright Legal Notice and Disclaimer Privacy

		

		[image: CSIRO]
		
	
	





     
     [image: Clicky]



		

    
	














