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					Abstract

					While coastal cetaceans can become habituated to watercraft, that may not prevent their injury or mortality as a
consequence of vessel strike. Here we report a case of a likely collision between a Common Dolphin Delphinus sp.
and a recreational vessel in the Hauraki Gulf, New Zealand. Injuries sustained by the immature male dolphin were
fatal. Recovery and subsequent post-mortem of the carcass revealed a transection of the spinal cord, with the vertebral
column sustaining fractures between L17 and Cd7 and between Cd3 and Cd8 of the neural and transverse processes,
respectively. Cd4 likely received the brunt of the impact given the vertebral body and epiphyses were also fractured.
Paralysis of the lower truck and associated extensive internal injuries resulted in a live stranding and subsequent mortality.
Injuries sustained were consistent of those of blunt force trauma, a consequence of an impact caused by a collision
with a small watercraft, most likely a jet-ski. This incident reinforces the need for continued public education concerning
safe water practices around marine mammals, which are protected under the New Zealand Marine Mammals Protection
Act 1978 and Marine Mammals Protection Regulations 1992.
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