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						Abstract
 The sustainable livelihoods approach is widely used in rural development internationally but has been little applied in Australia. It is a framework for thinking and communicating about factors that impact on the livelihoods of individuals and families including their health, well being and income and the maintenance of natural resource condition. The approach aims to promote a systemic understanding of how multiple variables impact on local people’s livelihoods. Three case studies are outlined, that highlight its potential as a tool for collaborative engagement of researchers, local people and other stakeholders, to promote sustainability of Aboriginal livelihood systems in remote desert Australia and to contribute to improved understanding of the dynamics of regional socio-ecological systems.

					

				
				
					Additional keywords: assets, disadvantage, indigenous, institutions, native food, vulnerability.

				

		 
				

				
					
						
							Acknowledgements

								 
						

						Case study contributions are from Alyson Wright (Engawala from the DKCRC Resource Flows project); Janelle White (Bush foods livelihoods from the DKCRC Bush foods project); Yiheyis Maru and Jocelyn Davies with Robyn Grey-Gardner and Hannah Hueneke (Anmatjere from the DKCRC Outback Livelihoods in Anmatjere region project). Ro Hill, Mark Stafford Smith and three anonymous referees provided useful comment that greatly improved drafts of this paper. The work reported in this publication was supported by funding from the Australian Government Cooperative Research Centres Programme through the Desert Knowledge CRC; the views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of Desert Knowledge CRC or its participants.

 
			References

		


		
[bookmark: R1]
			
		 

Ah Mat
R.
 (2003). The moral case for Indigenous capitalism. Paper presented at AIATSIS Native Title Conference: Native title on the Ground. Alice Springs, NT. 3–5 June 2003. Available at: http://ntru.aiatsis.gov.au/conf2003/papers.htm (accessed 20 November2007). 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R2]
			
		 

Al-Yaman
F.
, 
Van Doeland
M.
, and 
Wallis
M.
 (2006). ‘Family violence among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.’ (Australian Institute of Health and Welfare: Canberra.) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R3]
			
		 

Alexandridis
K.
, and 
Measham
T.
 (2007). Modelling Regional Grazing Viability in Outback Australia Using Bayesian Livelihood Networks. Technical Report. CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, Canberra. Available at: www.cse.csiro.au/publications/ (accessed 25 November 2007). 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R4]
			
		 

Altman
J. C.
, 
Buchanan
G. J.
, and 
Larsen
L.
 (2007). ‘The environmental significance of the Indigenous estate: natural resource management as economic development in remote Australia.’ CAEPR Discussion Paper No. 286/2007. Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research, Australian National University, Canberra. 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R5]
		Arce A. 
		(2003) Value contestations in development interventions: community development and sustainable livelihood approaches. Community Development Journal 38, 199–212. 
			

		| Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar | 
			(accessed 20 May 2007) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R8]
		Batterbury S., Forsyth T. 
		(1999) Fighting back: human adaptations in marginal environments. Environment 41, 25–30. 
			(accessed 15 August 2006) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R19]
			
		 

Campbell
D.
, 
Davies
J.
, and 
Wakerman
J.
 (2007). Realising economies in the joint supply of health and environmental services in Aboriginal central Australia. DKCRC Working Paper No. 11, Desert Knowledge CRC, Alice Springs, NT. Available at: www.desertknowledgecrc.com.au/publications/research.html (accessed 30 December 2007). 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R20]
		Cass A.,
		Cunningham J.,
		Snelling P.,
		Wang Z., Hoy W. 
		(2004) Exploring the pathways leading from disadvantage to end-stage renal disease for Indigenous Australians. Social Science and Medicine 58, 767–785. 
			

		| Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar | PubMed |
					
			(accessed 10 July 2007) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R25]
			
		 
CSIRO, and Australian Bureau of Meteorology. (2007). Climate change in Australia. Technical report 2007. CSIRO, Canberra. Available at: www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/resources.php (accessed 16 November 2007) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R26]
		de Haan L. J. 
		(2000) The question of development and environment in geography in the era of globalisation. GeoJournal 50, 359–367. 
			

		| Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar | 
			(Accessed 19 March 2008) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R38]
			
		 

Latz
P.
 (1995). ‘Bushfires and Bushtucker: Aboriginal Plant Use in Central Australia.’ (IAD Press: Alice Springs, NT.) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R39]
			
		 

Long
S.
, and 
Memmott
P.
 (2007). Aboriginal mobility and the sustainability of communities. Case studies from north-west Queensland and eastern Northern Territory. DKCRC Working Paper No. 5. Desert Knowledge CRC, Alice Springs, NT. Available at: www.desertknowledgecrc.com.au/publications/workingpapers.html (accessed 25 November 2007). 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R40]
		Lovell C.,
		Mandondo A., Moriarty P. 
		(2002) The question of scale in integrated natural resource management. Conservation Ecology 5, 25. 
			(accessed 25 September 2007). 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R43]
			
		 

Mitchell
J.
, 
Pearce
R.
, 
Stevens
M.
, 
Taylor
J.
, and 
Warchivker
I.
 (2005). ‘Indigenous Populations and Resource Flows in Central Australia: a Social and Economic Baseline Profile.’ (Centre for Remote Health and Desert Knowledge CRC: Alice Springs, NT.) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R44]
			
		 

Moran
M.
, 
Wright
A.
, 
Renehan
P.
, 
Szava
A.
, 
Rich
E.
, and 
Beard
N.
 (2007). The transformation of assets for sustainable livelihoods in a remote Aboriginal settlement. DKCRC Research Report No. 28. Desert Knowledge CRC, Alice Springs, NT. Forthcoming at: www.desertknowledgecrc.com.au/publications/research.html 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R45]
			
		 
MTF (Ministerial Task Force on Indigenous Affairs) (2004). ‘Charter. The Hon. Mal Brough MP, Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Indigenous Affairs.’ (Australian Government: Canberra.) Available at: www.atsia.gov.au/taskforce/charter.aspx (accessed 10 May 2007). 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R46]
		Murray C. 
		(2002) Livelihoods research: transcending boundaries of time and space. Journal of Southern African Studies 28, 489–509. 
			

		| Crossref | GoogleScholarGoogle Scholar | 
			(accessed 5 April 2007) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R64]
			
		 
UNEP (United Nations Environment Program) (2006). Global deserts outlook. Available at: www.unep.org/Geo/gdoutlook/ (accessed 25 November 2007). 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R65]
			
		 
WCED (World Commission on Environment and Development) (1987). ‘Food 2000: Global policies for sustainable agriculture. A report of the Advisory Panel on Food Security, Agriculture, Forestry and Environment to the World Commission on Environment and Development.’ (Zed Books Ltd.: London and New Jersey.) 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R66]
			
		 

Wild
R.
, and 
Anderson
P.
 (2007). Ampe akelyernemane meke mekarle: little children are sacred. Report of the Northern Territory Board of Inquiry into the Protection of Aboriginal Children from Sexual Abuse. Available at: www.nt.gov.au/dcm/inquirysaac/pdf/bipacsa_final_report.pdf (accessed 16 November 2007). 


		
		
		
[bookmark: R67]
			
		 

Wolfe
J.
 (1993). ‘Who’s Planning, Whose Plans? The DEET-ATSIC Aboriginal Community Development Planning Pilot Scheme.’ (North Australia Research Unit: Darwin.) 


		
		



 


 





 
				

		
			
		

				
					
						
	
		[image: Committee on Publication Ethics]

	

	
		
			
						
							
					

							
							
							
							
							
						

						

					
			Export Citation
			
				Cited By (60)
			
		

		
		
		
			View Dimensions

			

		

	
			
				
					Subscriber Login

					
					
					
					Username:
					

					Password:
					 
				 

			

		
					

				
	
		   
		

	 
		    
	            Journal Navigation

    	        
						

						
							Left Panel NavigationJournal Home
						

							About the Journal
	Editorial Structure
	Publishing Policies
	Contacts


					
					
	

						
							Left Panel NavigationContent
						

							
													
														Left Panel NavigationOnline Early
													
												
	
													Left Panel NavigationCurrent Issue
												
	
														  Left Panel NavigationMost Read
													
	All Issues
	Special Issues
	Research Fronts
	Virtual Issues
	Call for Papers


					
					
	

						
							Left Panel NavigationFor Authors
						

							General Information
	Scope
	
										
				                            
				                        Submit Article
										
										
	Author Instructions
	Licence to Publish
	Open Access
	Read and Publish
	Publishing Charges
	Awards and Prizes


					
					
	

						
							Left Panel NavigationFor Reviewers
						

							Reviewer Guidelines
	
										
				                            
				                        Review Article 
										
	Reviewer Recognition
	Annual Reviewer Index


					
					
	

						
							Left Panel NavigationFor Subscribers
						

							Subscription Prices
	Customer Service
	Print Publication Dates
	Library Recommendation


					
					
	

						
							Left Panel NavigationFor Advertisers
						

							For Advertisers


					
					


				
				

			
	 [image: email icon]
	 	e-Alerts

	 	
		Subscribe to our Email Alert or [image: RSS] feeds for the latest journal papers.

	 

	 



			
						Connect with ARS



					
					[image: TwitterIcon] 


			

		

			    
		


	

    
		
         
          Links

            
              Links first column

              	About Us
	Contact Us
	Help
	Workshops
	Building Technology Resources 


            
        

        
          Browse by subject

          
            
              Browse by subject first column

              	Animals
	Built Environment
	Food & Agriculture
	Gardening & Horticulture
	Children


            
          

          
            
              Browse by subject second column

              	Marine & Freshwater
	Natural Environment
	Physical Sciences
	Plants & Fungi
	Science in Society


            
          

        

        
          Connect with us

            [image: Like us on Facebook]
            [image: Follow us on Twitter]
            [image: Connect with us on Instagram]
            [image: Connect with us on LinkedIn]
        
 

	
		We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, sea and waters, of the areas that we live and work on across Australia. We acknowledge their continuing connection to their culture, their contribution to our shared knowledge, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

		
			Copyright Legal Notice and Disclaimer Privacy

		

		[image: CSIRO]
		
	
	





     
     [image: Clicky]



		

    
	














