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Abstract 

Ethics is a philosophical approach which is increasingly being used to identify 
acceptable behaviour in a health context. Bioethics has emerged as a term for ethics 
in health and medical contexts. Bioethics is about the application of reasoning to a 
health context. It relies on the people in each context to reflect on ethics concerns, and 
to make acceptable decisions on how to behave. This paper canvasses current concerns 
in bioethics, and demonstrates the essential features of context, and players in the 
context, in ethical discussion. 

Introduction 

Ethics is a philosophical approach which is increasingly being nsed to identify 
acceptable behaviour in a health context. Bioethics has emerged as a term for 
ethics in health and medical contexts. Bioethics is about the application of 
reasoning to a health context. It relies on the people in each context ro reflect 
on ethics concerns, and to make acceptable decisions on how to behave. 

Ethical conduct can be thought of as being composed of two key elements: 
principles of conduct and judgements of value of those principles by relevant 
groups. Finding the 'right' answer to a dilemma involves considering the crucial 
principles, the issues expressed in shorthand by those principles, the context of 
the dilemma and key groups' preferences for action. This approach highlights 
the importance of interdisciplinary discussion on ethics standards and is 
consistent with the increasing consultation with communities on ethics standards 
(Berglund 1994). 
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