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As the Australian Journal of Chemistry starts its 65th year of

publishing, it is opportune to reflect on last year’s achievements
and the direction of the Journal for the new year. Research
Fronts, i.e. collections of papers on particular themes, have
become a permanent feature of the Journal, and they allow us to

publish in wide-ranging areas of chemistry. Nevertheless, I want
to emphasise that spontaneous submissions in all fields are very
welcome, and almost all issues contain a combination of

Research Fronts and regular papers. Among the themes in 2011
were Biophysical Chemistry, Photoactive and Electroactive
Dendrimers, papers from the International Conference on

Coordination Chemistry in Adelaide and from the International
Collaborative and Cooperative Chemistry Symposium in
Singapore, a collection of papers dedicated to the memory

of Athel Beckwith, Molecular Imaging, Molecular Modelling,
the Australasian Polymer Symposium in Coffs Harbour,
N-Heterocyclic Carbenes, the Molecular Materials Meeting
M3@Singapore, and Organoboron Chemistry.

Aust. J. Chem. contributed to the celebration of the
International Year of Chemistry by publishing an issue on
Women inChemistry in June, and aResearch Front onRadiation

Chemistry, including papers on neutron diffraction, medicinal
applications of radioactivity, and related subjects commemora-
ting Marie Curie’s 1911 Nobel Prize for Chemistry. Further-

more, the Journal was a co-sponsor of the Women in Chemistry
Symposium in Canberra, and of several conferences and sym-
posia around Australia throughout the year, usually in the form
of prizes for best student presentations.

Some of the themes planned for 2012 are Nanomedicine,
Chemistry at the Australian Synchrotron, Artificial
Photosynthesis – Energy, Nanochemistry and Governance,

Physical and Biophysical Chemistry, a Festschrift in honour of

AllanWhite (University ofWestern Australia), Photochemistry,
Peptide Chemistry, Metal-Organic Frameworks, Main Group
Chemistry, and many more.

The Journal migrated its manuscript central from Osprey to

ScholarOne in 2011. This has facilitated both the submission
process and the handling of manuscripts enormously, as most
authors and referees will already be familiar with ScholarOne.

Furthermore, papers are now published Online Early, i.e. as
soon as they are publishable. The Journal will watch interna-
tional developments in Open Access publishing closely, and in

2012 we will be experimenting with open access of selected
papers or issues.

I am pleased to welcome four new Associate Editors who

have either been appointed recently or will join the editorial
team shortly, namely Margaret Brimble (University of
Auckland, New Zealand), Richard Hoogenboom (Ghent
University, Belgium), George Koutsantonis (University of

Western Australia), and Devon Shipp (Clarkson University,
USA). I also take pleasure in announcing the following new
appointments to the Editorial Advisory Board: Brian Yates

(University of Tasmania), Christopher Barner-Kowollik
(Karlsruhe University), and Craig Hawker (University of
California, Santa Barbara).

I extend my best wishes to you, the readers, for a happy,
successful, and enjoyable New Year, and in particular I thank
the authors, the reviewers, the editors, and the publishing staff
for making it possible for us to publish high quality papers in

diverse fields of chemical science. I am confident this will
continue in 2012.
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Margaret Brimble is Professor of Organic Chemistry in the School of Chemical Sciences and Institute for Innovation in

Biotechnology at the University of Auckland, New Zealand. She graduated M.Sc. from the University of Auckland in 1983 and

was awarded a UK Commonwealth Scholarship to undertake her Ph.D. studies at Southampton University, UK. In 1986, she

was appointed as a lecturer at Massey University. After a Visiting Professorship at the University of California, Berkeley, she

moved to the University of Sydney in 1995 as a Reader in Organic Chemistry before returning to New Zealand in 1999 to take

up the Chair of Organic Chemistry at the University of Auckland. She established New Zealand’s first B.Sc. (Hons) degree in

medicinal chemistry and has been Director of the Medicinal Chemistry Programme since 2002. Her research focuses on the

synthesis of novel bioactive natural products (especially molecules derived from extreme environments and shellfish toxins) as

novel anticancer, antibacterial, and antiviral agents, peptides and peptidomimetics for the treatment of neurodegenerative

disorders, and the synthesis of peptide components for melanoma vaccines. She is Chairperson of the Rutherford Foundation

Board of Trustees, Principal Investigator of the Maurice Wilkins Centre for Molecular Biodiscovery, Titular Member of the

IUPAC Organic and Biomolecular Chemistry Division, and a member of the international advisory boards for several

international journals. She is a member of the Marsden Fund Council and past president of the International Society of

Heterocyclic Chemistry. In 2004, Margaret Brimble became a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit (MNZM). She was

named the 2007 L’Oréal-UNESCOWomen in Science Laureate for Asia-Pacific in materials science, and was the recipient of

the 2010 Natural Product Chemistry Award from the Royal Society of Chemistry.

Richard Hoogenboom is Associate Professor of Supramolecular Chemistry at Universiteit Gent, Belgium. He obtained his

M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees from the Eindhoven University of Technology, the Netherlands, in 2001 and 2005. After working as a

project leader at the Dutch Polymer Institute with Professor Ulrich S. Schubert (2005–2008), he joined Professor Martin

Möller’s group at the RWTH Aachen (Germany) as an Alexander von Humboldt postdoctoral fellow. During 2009–2010, he

was a senior postdoctoral researcher in the group led by Professor Roeland J. M. Nolte at the Radboud University Nijmegen

before accepting his present position at Ghent University. He has published,200 refereed papers and 10 book chapters, and
he has been a guest editor for Aust. J. Chem. He is a member of the editorial boards of Reactive and Functional Polymers,

Journal of Functional Biomaterials, Macromolecular Rapid Communications, and the European Polymer Journal. His

research interests are in poly(2-oxazoline)s, responsive polymers, and supramolecular polymers.

George Koutsantonis is a synthetic chemist with an interest in functional materials that contain metals. He is a graduate of the

University of Adelaide, where he obtained his B.Sc. (Hons) and Ph.D. degrees, the latter under the supervision of Michael

Bruce. He began his scientific career studying the coordination properties and reactions of alkynes and often returns to

conduct research in this fascinating area. He undertook a postdoctoral position at the University of Kentucky, Lexington,

where he continued his work with alkynes, more specifically investigating metathesis reactions with metalloalkynes. After a

fruitful period in the USA, he returned to Australia on an inaugural ARC Postdoctoral Fellowship at Griffith University in

1991. In Brisbane, still essentially an inorganic chemist, he worked with Main Group hydrides of Group 13. He was appointed

to the staff at the University of Western Australia in 1995, where he is now Professor. In Perth, he established an independent

research program in organometallic and inorganic chemistry. His work in this area was recognised by the joint receipt of the

RACI Organometallic Award in 2004. He is a member of the RACI Inorganic Division Committee and a member of the RACI

Board as theWestern Representative. He is an enthusiastic amateur cabinetmaker and has, for many years, exhibited purebred

German Shorthaired Pointers under the Dürers prefix.

Devon A. Shipp hails from northern Victoria. He completed a B.Sc. (Hons) in chemistry (1993), followed by a Ph.D. (1998) at

the University of Melbourne under the supervision of Professor David Solomon, Dr Graeme Moad, and Dr Trevor Smith,

studying radical polymerisation kinetics via pulsed laser photolysis methods. He then accepted the Bayer Postdoctoral

Research Fellowship at Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), and worked with Professor Kris Matyjas-

zewski, who had just developed atom transfer radical polymerization (ATRP). After almost two years at CMU, he became

Assistant Professor at Clarkson University in northern New York State, where he took up teaching and research in organic and

materials chemistry. He was subsequently promoted to Associate Professor and then Professor. He continues to use ATRP,

along with reversible addition-fragmentation chain transfer (RAFT) polymerization and thiol-ene polymerizations, in his

research on polymer nanocomposites, block copolymers, and synthesis of surface-eroding (biodegradable) polymers. He is the

author and co-author of ,40 peer-reviewed papers, several patents/patent applications, and several book/encyclopaedia

chapters, and was guest editor of a recent special edition of Polymer Reviews. He is a Fellow of the RACI, was awarded the

Clarkson University Student Association Outstanding Teacher Award in 2001, and currently serves as Chair for the Northern

New York Section of the American Chemical Society.

2 C. Wentrup


