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The sodium hydroxide-extract wan filtered and the insoluble sodium salt was obtained as a 
partial gel. After washing with water, i t  was dissolved in hot ethanol, treated with charcoal, 
and filtered while hot. The free acid was precipitated by the addition of dilute hydrochloric 
acid. 

The dried acid (4.6 g) was converted to its methyl ester by means of diazomethane, dissolved 
in light petroleum (b.p. 40-60 "C) and carefully chromatographed on an alumina column. The 
major fraction was eluted by benzene light petroleum (1 : 10) and, after being recrystallized from 
methanol the waxy plates had m.p. 61-62 "C. The infra-red spectrum in carbon tetrachloride 
solution was typical of an ester of a saturated fatty acid and was characterized by a triplet 
absorption at 8.0, 8.33, and 8.51 p (Shreve et al. 1950) (Found : C, 7 8 8  ; H, 13.2%. Calc. 
for C,,H,,O, : C, 79.0 ; H, 13.3%). Methyl ester of " cerotic " acid is recorded as having m.p. 
60 or 82 "C (Beilstein). Hydrolysis of the ester by methanolic sodium hydroxide yielded the acid, 
which was recrystallized several times in methanol and light petroleum to a constant m.p. of 
78-79 "C (Found : C, 78.6 ; H, 13.2%. C&lc. for C,,H,,O, : C, 78.7 ; H, 13.2%). Various 
workers (Reilstein) report the m.p. of " cerotic " acid, a mixture of straight chain saturated 
carboxylic acids, in the range 77.5-79 OC. 
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Page 5, the last sentence should read : The integrated count rate is then trettted as if it 
were uniformly distributed over the capillary length and multiplied by the integral or ; as under, 
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