
SHORT COMMUNICATIONS 

o-Benzylene-2,1-benzimidazole 

This compound was prepared according to Thiele and Falk.1 Crystallization from aqueous 
ethanol gave colourless crystals of o-benzylene-2,l-benzimidazole (I), m.p. 215' (lit.1 m.p. 210') 
(Found: C, 81.25; H, 4.8; N, 13.3%. Calc. for ( C ~ H S N ) ~ :  C, 81.6; H, 4.9; N, 13.6%). 
Mol. wt. by mass spectrometer, 206. 

Preparation of Compound (I V) 

o-Phenylenediamine ( 10.8 g, 0.1 mole) and o-hydroxymethylbenzoic acid (15.2 g, 0.1 mole) 
were gently agitated in absolute ethanol (250 ml) a t  room temperature. After several hours the 
clear solution was reduced to half its volume in a rotary evaporator and was finally chilled. The 
precipitated salt was collected by filtration; yield 13.9 g (53%). An analytical sample recrystal- 
lized from a minimum amount of ethanol had m.p. 101-103" (Betrabet and Chakravartis report 
m.p. 103-104') (Found: C, 64.6; H, 6.1; N, 10.8%. Calc. for CI4HlBN2O3: C, 64.6; H, 6.2; 
N, 11.0%). 

The infrared spectrum (Nujol mull) showed a strong band at  1350 cm-1 and a strong doublet 
a t  1580 and 1590 cm-1 which can be assigned to the symmetric and asymmetric stretching of 
the carboxylate ion. There was no indication of free carboxylic acid in the mull, but the spectrum 
of a melt showed a very strong band a t  1470 cm-1. The salt was very soluble in water. 

Attempted Preparation of Compound (111) 

Phthalide (0.01 mole) and o-phenylenediamine (0.01 mole) were refluxed in ethanol 
(5 ml) for 3 hr, (i) without catalyst, (ii) with the addition of concentrated hydrochloric acid (0.1 ml), 
and (iii) with the addition of tributylamine (1 ml). The same quantities were also shaken for 
8 hr a t  room temperature. In  each case only starting material was recovered. 

o-Hydroxymethylbenzoic acid (0.01 mole) and phenylenediamine (0.01 mole) when 
refluxed in ethanol (7 ml) for 3 hr gave phthalide and o-phenylenediamine. Under the same 
conditions, the salt (IV) also gave these products. 
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Page 1074, 2nd line from bottom: 

For -1.7 V read -1.5 V 


