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(iv) Lift the frame almost vertical, place the bridle bar under the release bar, 
set the trigger, and tie the tension cord so that it pulls on the net frame. 

(v) Tie the bait (or perch, treadle, etc.) to the release cord, which is left just 
slack. The forward pull on the release cord, away from the main spike, by which 
the trigger is tripped, is provided by a bird which attempts to drag away the prey, 
or by the weight of birds on a perch alongside the bait. The perch can be propped 
up so that any desired weight is necessary to depress it. 

(vi) Tie the wind-check cord so that it pulls against the tension cord but 
leaves some tension on the springs. 

(vii) Prevent the net from flapping or from blowing inside-out by attaching 
the apex to the net peg which is pressed so lightly into the ground that it is pulled 
out when the trap is sprung. 

During January 12 to February 12, 1957, four of these traps were tested a t  
Woodbury, Tas.. the aim being to catch swamp-harriers for banding. Each trap 
was baited with a rabbit carcass and remained a t  the same site; it was visited twice 
daily. The four traps TTere in operation for 18, 12, 10, and 5 days respectively. and 
6 trap-days were lost before check cords were fitted. which leaves 39 effective trap- 
days. Fourteen swamp-harriers were caught, two were recaptured, and only one 
false release occurred. No other species of birds were caught. 

Since this paper was written, the author has seen a description of a similar 
bow-net used by Tordoff (1954)" to catch raptores, using live sparrows and mice as 
decoys, and with a trigger-release mechanism above the decoy platform. 

The author is indebted to Dr. R. Carrick of the M7ildlife Survey Section, 
C.S.I.R.O., Canberra, for assistance in the preparation of this paper, and to Mr. 
L, A. Marshall, who drew the figure. 

* TORDOFF, H. R. (1954).-An automatic live-trap for raptorial birds. J. Wild l .  Mgmt. 
18: 281-4. 
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