
THE RESULTS OF BANDING 154 EMUS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA* 

By S. J. J. F. DAVIES,? M. W. R. BECK,? and J. P. KRUISKAMP? 

Between 21 June and 26 September 1969, aluminium bands were placed on the 
legs of 154 emus at the following places in inland Western Australia: Mileura Station 
(31 birds); along the No. 1 Vermin-proof Fence between the Meekatharra-Wiluna 
road and the Mt. Magnet-Sandstone road (102 birds); and along the No. 3 Vermin- 
proof Fence between Ajana and its junction with No. 3 Vermin-proof Fence (21 birds). 
The banding sites of individual emus are shown on Figure 1 as dots. The recovery 
sites of the bands from individual birds are shown as open circles, joined to the 
appropriate banding site by a full line, except where movements along vermin fence 
lines were involved. The longest movement was 335 miles. 

Table 1 presents an analysis of the recoveries in relation to date of recovery. 
All 14 bands recovered before mid-September 1969 [Table l(a)] showed that birds 
had moved between south and west of the banding site; from November 1969 on- 
wards [l(b)], 6 out of 16 birds were found north of the banding site. 

Davies (1968)T has presented other data indicative of a southerly movement of 
emus from the inland of Western Australia in the winter-spring period, and a northerly 
movement in summer. The banding data provide further evidence of such a movement 
for the season 1969-70. 

* Manuscript received 9 June 1971. 
t Division of Wildlife Research, CSIRO, Helena Valley, via Midland, W.A. 6056. 
1: DAVIES, S. J. J. F. (1968).-Aspects of a study of emus in semi-arid Western Australia. 

Proc. ecol. Soc. Aust. 3, 160-6. 
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Fig. 1.-Map of part of Western Australia, showing the principal Vermin-proof Fences (No. 1, 
No. 2, and No. 3), and mileages along the fences, sites where emus were banded ( . ), and sites where 
bands were recovered (0). Individual banding and recovery sites are joined by a line except when 
movements took place along the fences. 




