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Environmental nanoparticles are
fundamental to the sustainability of
ecosystems, contributing to soil and
sediment microstructure, nutrient
bioavailability, and the transport of

both essential and toxic compounds.
Contributions on the structure and function
of environmental nanoparticles can be
found in the Research Front of this issue,
pp. 155-207.
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Groundwater contamination by heavy metals
and radionuclides can result from nuclear
activity, including fuel processing, weapons
development and testing, power generation
and waste management. Phosphate precipitates
metal ions from solution and has been
proposed as a method of remediation. Wellman
et al. (pp. 219-224) test the efficacy of three
phosphate amendments for subsurface metal
sequestration.
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