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The impact of small-scale variability in 
habitat complexity on caridean shrimp 
was investigated in a biodiverse Indo-Pacific
seagrass setting and was found to positively
affect shrimp abundance and species richness,
while significantly altering shrimp assemblage
structure. This study considered these changes 
in shrimp assemblage to reflect changes in
individual species habitat specialisation and
found patterns that were in contrast to studies 
in seagrass beds from other bioregions 
and faunal groups (see Unsworth et al.).
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Xie and Watanabe analysed sagittal otoliths 
to determine age and early growth for 381 
jack mackerel (Trachurus japonicus) juveniles
from Sagami Bay on the Pacific coast of 
Japan. Two separate hatching periods
(December and February/March) were
identified. These results varied from those 
from previous research in Fukawa Bay.
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