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that struck me upon szeing the eggs was their resemblance to
those of Honey-eaters, and since comparing them with the eggs
ol Melithrepius it is found that they could be easily assigned to
members of that gonus. The photograph of the nest and eggs,
taken ix situ by Mr. Waite, and reproduced in illustration of
this paper (Plate XXXVIL), does not convey a correct idea of
the position of the nest, owing to the salt-bush being between it
and the camcra. The nest was just beyond the bush, on the
hare ground. When the nest was removed the hollow in the
ground looked as il a rounded stone had been taken out. As
the eggs were fresh, and as {ully fledged yonng birds were taken
a few days previously, it Is evident that the hreeding season was
very much extended this year, most likely owing to the good
season. with early and late rains. The photograph of the eggs
was taken by Mr. Waite upon our return to Adelaide, the material
of the nest formmg the background. The photograph of the
gibber country (Plate XXXVL) was taken by myseli at Inna-
mincka, close to where we secured specimens ol the Desert Chat,
the foreground giving a good idea of the stony hahitat of this
bird.

Note on the Finding of the Nest and Eggs of the
Desert Chat {Ashbyia lovensis, Ashby).

By Encar R. Wartg, F.L.5,, DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH AuUs-
TRALIAN MUSEUM.

Mucn of the country traversed by the expedilion is in the nature
of what Sturt called the * Stony Desert,” locally known as
‘" gibber country,” and {urther differentiated as large gihber
and small gibber. The latter, with which we are at presenl only
concerned, consists of reddish-brown stones, nowhere larger than
a walnut ; they lie close together, and in places are so even that
one might almost imagine they had becn levelled by a road
roller. The iIntersticcs are filled with fine sand, the constant
movement of which under action of the wind has smoothed all
azporities {rom the slones, and a mosaic appearance is produced.
In other places walking is less comfortable, and in crossing the
hig gibleor riding a camel is preferable to walking. Such a desert
may extend for 20 miles or more, and it supports very httle
herbage indecd, low and =cattered salt-bushes heing the only
mdication of vegetation.

The Desert Chat was lound only in the gibber country. and
was nowhere very common. Though the breast of the hird is
bright vellow, the colour is not specially noticeable, while its
brown back harmonizes so well with the colour of the stones,
tempered with that of the sand, that a sitting bird must be quile
inconspicuous. That the bivd relies on such similarity to its
surroundings when sitting s evidenced by its actions, as hereafter
described.
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The following incident happened on 14th October, on which
date we had been two days without water; in consequence
thereof we sent out scouts to a mile on each side of the camel
train in the hope of finding some soakage or wet clay-pan,
During one of my ' watches,” and when about 1z miles east of
Mungeranie, 1 flushed a Desert Chat. The little bird did the
“ broken wing ” trick very well indeed, and fluttered away, while
I remained stationary. As soon as the bird was sufficiently
distant I shot it with the .410, feeling that if 1 could find the
nest it would be well to place the identity of the species (Ashdyia
lovensis, Ashby) beyond dispute.

I found the nest within a yard and a halt ol iny feet, concealed
in a clump of salt-bush ; it contained two eggs, and a third was
lying a few inches away, having evidently been ejected by the
bird i its hurried departure. This was the more remarkable as
the nest was particularly deep. It was built in a hole in the sinall
gibber, and when removed the hollow looked as if it had been
artificially excavated, though it 1s not conceivable that the Dbird
had removed the stones and sand. The hole would contain an
average teacup, and the nest was built with a rim which extended
beyond the hele for some distance all round. The groundwok
ol the nest consists of small twigs overlaid with fine roots inter-
spersed with flower-heads to form a lining, and the finc roots were
nsed to form the rim above mentioned.

The eggs are pale yellow in colour, with chestnut-brown
blotches disposed around the larger end. In two of the speci-
mens mimute brown dots occur on other portions also.  Before
blowing the ground colour was pale pink, as with most small
white or nearly white eggs. The eggs are larger and morc pointed
than in any species of Ephthtanura, with which genus the bird was
first associated, and measure 10.93 X 10.46, 10.97 x I0.47, and
10.94 X 10.45 mm. respectively.

The accompanying photograph was taken ot the nest and eggs
m stlu, but, owing to the searching fine sand having interfercd
with the working of the shutter, the result is not so sharp as i
could have wished.

It will bc rcalized that under the circumstances above
mentioned we  could not afferd much time on the ground for
making observations, but 1 signalled to Capt. White, who was
about a quarter of a mile distant, so that he, as ornlthologlst to
the expedition, might have the opportunity of seeing the nest
and eggs (previously unknown) in an undisturbed state,

Record of a New Tree-creeper for South Australia.
By 5. A. Wite, M.B.O.U.
Climacteris waitei, sp. nov. Couper's Creek Tree-crecper.
Head and forehead dark grey, feathers of the latter showing
narrow dark lines down the centres; back of the neck grey; back



