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flock had the plumage much like (hat of the English [3lackbird whea
changing from the mottled blackish-brown to the fully aduli glossy
Wack of maturity. Dimensions in millimeters ---Length, 440 ; wing,
3104 culmen. 5o ; larsus, 33 ; irls brown. In another adult the iris
was white with a tinge of blue around the pupil.

Sphenostoma cristatus, Wedgebill..- Fairly commen near Denham.
Init absent from Dirk Hartog. In September young were on the wing,

Zosterops gouldl. Grey-backed White-eye.--Extremely common
on Dirk Hartog, and only less so on Peron. It was nesiing in a
varicty of situations. Young were on ihe wing in the middle of June,
and the species was still breeding at the end of September.

Dicmum hirundinaceum. Mistletoe-Bird—On my first visit to,

Dirk Hartog Tsland I saw one or two birds ncar the homestead. Mr.
Carter records it as well. I saw nothing of it on Peron Peninsula,
ihough mistletoe there was plentiful enough.

Glyciphila alblirons. White-fronted Honey-cater. — Mr. Carter
observed a few in the mangroves on Perom.

Stigmatops ocularls,  Brown Honey-eater. - A lew singing in
dwarf eucalypts in the ram paddock on Dirk Hartog, and a pair at
the Light-mile well. On Peron only seen near the Litile Tagoon.

Ptilotis sonora. Singing Honey-ealer.—Ome of the commonest and

certainly (he most obtrusive bird boith on Idrk Harlog and Peron
Teninsula. 1t was nesting in both localities, large Adcacia bushes

being the favourite haunt. 1t is stated that the type specimen was

ubtained by the Uranie expeditien in 1818,

Acanthogenys fisvacanthus. Western Spiny-cheeked Honey-caier,
. -Mr. Carter records {wo od Peron Peninsula. Ll

Anthus australls. Pipit or Ground-lark.—Distributed "all over
Dirk Harlog Island. Young were on the wing when T landed, middle.
of June. 1 found nesis containing both young and eggs doring {he
scason. Two nests near my camp were swamped out Ly the heavy
falls of rain in August (see also Campbell. Fmu, xviil, p. 264

T=niopygla castanotis. Chesinut-cared Finch.—T did net sec much
of this species either on Dirk Hartog or Peron, perhaps owing to its
being the breeding season, when the flocks break up. 1 found a
{ypical mest. containing four eggs. near the West well, '

DESCRIPTION OF NEW AUST RALIAN EGGS COLLECTED
BY ¥. LAWSON WHITLOCK, R.AOU, AT DIRK
HARTOG ISLAND, WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

By H. L. Warre, M.B.O.LU, RAOU

Malurus leucopterus, Quoy and Gaimard. Black-and-White
Wren-Warbler.

Nest.--Strongly constructed, of the usual Malurus  shape,.
domed, with side entrance near top: length about 5 inches,
breadth about 2§ inches; entrance hole, 1} inches in diameter;
depth inside, below entrance, 24 inches: constructed of very fine
dried grass matted together with spiders’ web, cocoons, and small
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. pieces of wool, lined with pieces of fine grass, cocuons, and wool.
';;-.'O'ne nest contained, botl cutside and inside, several coarse pieces
+ of spinifcx (Triodia) flower-stems.

Eggs—Usually three, sometimes four, to. clutch; shell very

" fine, with little gloss; ground colour white. In the matter of
coloured markings they present remarkable variation, “and  the

~selection of a type is difficult. Some clutches (the majority) are
marked all over, but more particularly at the larger end, with
small dots and splashes of pale reddish-brown ; others have a well-
defined zone of brighter-coloured markings; a third variecty has
a cap of markings which run into one another and give a blotched
appearance ; a fourth variety -and the maost beautiful s boldly
marked all over with large spots of bright brownish-red.

The type is more difficult to select than was the case with
Malurus leucopierns edonardi (Campbell) from Barrow Island,
described by me in The Emu, xvili, p. 127 (by the way, the page
in question is wrongly matrked * vol. xvit., 19177} The Dirk
Hartog eggs are more heavily marked, and I have scen no pure

~ white specimens ; they are also narrower ovals. 1 have selected
as type a clutch of four eggs marked as first mentioned abowve---
viz., with small dots and splashes.

Dimensions in inches—{a) .01 x .44, (b) .61 x .42, (¢} .6 x 41,
() 61 x .41. Taken by TF. L. Whitlock, z7th  August, 1920,
Nest very hard to see and get at, in a prickly Hakea bush.

Comparison between Bartow  Tsland and Dirk Hartog nests
and eggs ;-

Nest .. .. .. N 5" x 23}
Eggs (type set average) .. .. .37 X .45 B ox g2

It will be noted that the Dirk Hartog Island bird builds a
smaller nest, but lays a longer and narrower cgg. Two of the
Dirk Hartog ncsts contained cach an egg of the Western Narrow-
billed Bronze-Cuckoo {(Chalcococeyx basalis wyndhams), onc of
them being the most heavily-marked specimen [ have seen.

Stipiturus malachurus hartogi, Carter (Budl. B.O.U., xxxvii.,, p. 61
‘This, 1917, plate 11).

Nest, - Ill-made, dome-shaped, with side centrance near top,
constructed of dead grass, shreds of grass, and bark, matted
together with spider’s web, cocoons, and sheep's wool, with slight
lining of cocoons and -wool ; average size about 4 x 2} inches:
generalty placed low down in a bush.

Eggs. --Usnally three in number, stout oval in shape, shell
slightly glossy 3 coloar white, with light brownish-red splashes
all over, but more plentiful at the larger end, where in some cases
they form a well-defined cap.

Dimensions in inches of type clutch @ ~{a) 61 x .44, {hy 6 .44,
(¢} 6 x 44 co-tvpe—(a} O x 46, () 6 x .40, (¢) .6 x 46 Taken
oth Angust, tgzo.

There 1% considernble similarity between eggs of this bird and
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some of those of Walurus lencoplerus 1 but the smaller size of the
nest and stouter shape of the Emu-Wren's eggs enable them fo
he readily separated by the eollector,

Calamanthus campestris hartogi, Carter (Buwfl. B.O.C., xxxvil, |

p. 6), or Calamanthus campestris dorrei, Mathews.

Nest. Dome-shaped, with entrance very near the top, size:
5 inches by 3 inches, substantislly built of pieces of dried grass and
herbage ; Hned with much finer shreds of the same materials ;
placed on the ground under shelter of a low bush. to

Fggs.—Clutch three ; shell smooth and glossy ; ground colour
pale chocolate-brown, with indistinct darker markings of the
same colour all over the shell, but forming a cap at the larger
end ; they approach closcly in shade to the eggs of Calamanthis
fuliginosus. Taken 28th June, 1920, _

Dimensions in inches —{a) .78 x .58, (B) 76 x .55, (¢} 77 x .58.

With the exception of those of Calamanthns isabellinys, these
are the smallest eggs of the genus represented in my collection..

Corvus bennettl bonhoti, Mathews.

Nest.——A substantial structure of sticks lined with hark, and
placed low down in a dwarf cucalypl.

tggs,——Clulch six originally (one found broken in nest), of the
light-coloured variety of Corvus bennetti eggs of Western New Scuth
Wales, the five specimens being fairly uniform in shade.

Dimensions in inches =—{a) 1.65 x 1.07, (J) 1.71 x .11, (¢} 168 x
1.11, {d) 1.63 x 1.08, {¢) 1.b4 x 1.08. Taken sth August, 1620.
_ Two other clutches of five and four eggs respectively, taken
from a nest huilt on a windmill stand (sce illustration), are shightly
smaller than those deseribed above, and are cxtremely irregular

in colour, no lwo cggs resembling one another.  Laid by the sames

hird and from the same nest ; the chutehes were taken r4th July
and Gth August. A third clutch was allowed to hatch out.

The skins accompanying the cggs are evidently those of the
Shorl-hilled species.  Mr. Carter calls the Dirk Hartog Crow
Corpus corvnoides, while Mr. Whitlock deseribes it simply as the
*eommon Crow of the island."#

The two following may perhaps be considered doubtfnl sub-
species -— :

Oreoica cristata loydi, Carter (Fbis, 1017, p. 608).

Nest. The usual substantial Oreoice {vpe, placed low down
in a large bush,

Eges. Clulch four, taken 2uth August, 1920 ground colour
pate greenish-blue, thickly covered with small (almost circular)
spots of brownish-black.  Size in inches of an average specimen,
T.00 x .78,

* Recently (Hull. B0, x1, e 76) Moo Go ML Mathews has described this
Crow as (., cecile hartogi, comparing L with O coowrarnglic 11 wonld assist
sludenty better, perhaps, were new  sub-species compared  with {ypicat
hireds, which are often nore accessible than later named sul-species, —EDbs.
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Anthus australis hartogi, Carter (Ihss, 1917, p. O10)
- Nest.--Found 11th Auguat 1920, well hidden under a spinifex

{Triodia) bush.

Eggs. Clutch three, hghtcr in colour than otliers [ have seen,
and without gloss. Tach measures in inches .84 x .61, and is
smaller than typical cggs of the Pipit from liastern Australia,
though more pyriform. in.shape. They are slightly larger than
eggs taken by Mr. Whitlock at Barrow Island, Western Australia.

OTHER SPECIES.

Other interesting eggs taken by Mr. Wiitlock at Dirk Harlog
Istand are as follows :—

Demiegretta sucra. WReef-Heéron (dark grey variety).

Two eggs taken yth August, 1gzo, from a nest gomposed of
small sticks lined with a little soft material, placed in o cavernous
hollow in a limestone chiff.

Buthinus grallarius (broomet, Mathews). Western Stone-Plover.

Two cggs taken 5th Angust, 1920, laid on bare sand betwgen
large stones of a limesione outerop. The ground celour is light
stone, with markings more distinct than usual.

Uroactus audax (carieri). Wostern Wedge-tailed Kagle.

Pair of eggs taken zist August, 1920, from a nest composed of
sticks and lined with green leaves, placed on the spur of a pre-
cipitous cliff on the west side of the island, overlooking the Indian
Ocean. This is pwbabh the most western set of Australian
Eagles’ eggs on record ;“they are of average dimeasions.  One s
heavily blotched with brownish-red at the smaller end; the -
other has a few markings of the same colour at the larger end only.
Cerchnets cenchroides (unicolor). Nankcen Kestrel

Set of five very richly marked cggs taken 1ith September,
1920, lying on bare sand in a cavity in a limestone lhicadland on
the west side of the island ; probably a farthest west record for the
Nankeen Kesirel.
 Phalacrocorax hvpolencus, Brandt (Hypolewcus varvus perthi.

. Clutch of three cggs, which present ne difference in shape or

size from specimens obtained on other coasts of Australin, The
birds were found breeding in a great colony on Quoin Bluff. The
nests, made of small twigs, were placed on the remains of bushes
growing on the slope of the cliffs, Thousands of young, in various
stages of growth, were noted. Date, 1gth August, I920.

My collection contains a set of four eggs taken by Mr. Whitlock
at Barrow Island, 25th August, 1918.

Sterna nerets, Gould (Sternula nevets hornd, Mathows),

Cluteli of two oggs takei z3rd September, 1920, on Peron
Peninzula, laid in slight hollow in bare sand. Dimensions of an
average-sized ¢gy, 1.4 X .¢7.

In size, shape, and ecolour I notice no difference from typical
eggs ta ken at Kangaroo Island, S.A.



