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for a considerable time.  Several other bird photographers
visited the nest later, but with disappointing results. Perhaps
the bird was aware of the frailness of her tree, and the wind
blowing at first had the desirable effect of bringing her more
readily to her home. -— H. C. Barry. R.A.0.U., Wahroonga,

New South Wales.

Stray Feathers

Early Nesting of Birds in North-eastern Vietoria. —The
present early season has had a marked effect on the nesting of
many birds. During the early part of May, I was surprised to
observe in the Chiltern district, Eastern Rosella Parrots
(Plotycercus eximius) preparing nesting hollows in fence posts
—a favourite site, since the available natural hollows have been
polluted by Starlings. On 8th May, a pair of Eastern Shrike-
Tits (Falcunculus frontatus) had a nest almost ready for eggs.
Several nests’ of birds of prey, probably Whistling Eagles
(Haliastur sphenurus), which were examined, contained fresh
green eucalyptus leaves, indicating that the nests were soon tfo
be cccupied. Bird life was prolific in the district, a list of
seventy species being made during a fortnight’s observation.. -

Twenty-four species were noted in an afternoon outing with

the scholars of Cornishtown State School.—N. A. R. ArNoLD,
R.A.0.U., Melbourne. '
Migrants to Northern Tasmania in 1928. —Although the
Welcome Swallows, Wood-Swallows and most of the Pipits left
at the end of March (there was a spell of rain and cold during
the first week of April), yet one pair of Welcome Swallows
{ Hirundo neoxena) remained about the streets right through
the winter, and seemed to pick up a good living.. The same
species was also noted in Launceston. In Hobart one individual
was geen on a building at the corner of two principal streets on
3rd July, so that a few pairs evidently winter with us through-
out the island, and not only in the comparativelv mild north-
west. A Fan-tailed Cuckoo (Cacomantis flabelliformis) was
heard in a Launceston garden at the end of June, and on 7th
July, a warm, spring-like morning, one was sitting on my garden
fence, uttering the double-whistle, which is the representative of
the “Cuckoo” note of the British bird. This individual had a
bright rufous throat and breast, much more so than the usual
run of these birds. On 6th May, several Pipits (Anthus aus-
tralis) appeared, feeding in a cultivated paddock, and on 25th
June three more were seen in a rough grass paddock. On 28th
July, a Fan-tailed Cuckoo was calling with the soft trill, as dis-
tinguished from the double-whistle previously heard. No Spine-
tailed Swifts (Hirundapus caudacuta) were seen last summer
(Dec., 1927, to April, 1928) by myself, althongh a friend told
me that on 14th March he saw a small party pass over Devon-
port at 6.30 p.m., flying fast, and heading north-west, as if
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migrating. A puir of Summer-Birds (Coraeing nove-holb
fandie 1 wintered with us, frequenting a large garden, which
is sheltered by Sequolas and other conifers. " Last month
(Julvy I noticed one of these Leautifully-plumaged bivds tly 1o
the fool of « paling fence. pick something (probably a caler-
pillar) fram the grass there, and {by 1o a fence across the road
dispose of the captive—LL Srvarr Dove, INZ.8. W, Devonprrt,
Tas.. TMh Augusi, 1928

A Nestling Kookaburra, —After a severe storm we picked
up o nesting on a remote auntry road bevond Orbost. Kook
burras (Dacelo gigas) were ftying overhead, and from the noise
they made we knew it wuz o young Kookahurra.  The adult
birds followed us for about two miles.  Arriving at our destine
tion, we fed the vonng bird with worms. At the end of fiur
days he Lad learnt to ~\‘.rl]1(:\\ In the daviime we kept the
nestling in w0 wire-uetted enelosure.  Adult Kookaburras found
Lim there, made o great deal of noise, then commenced to bring
him oo, consisting of frogs and beetle:. The young ane
kept np a constant wline, It was interesting o sec the colour
coe in to the wings nud the brown deepen on the bird’s head.
The Willie Wagtnils (B2ipidura lewcopleys) used to Hy inte
the enelosure and attack hin, so when he seemed fully grown
we el it free, gnd eventually he went away with a mate —-
Miss [ (L Caseroy, Melbourne,

The Hovering Trait of the Tawny Frogmouth, —One
evening townrds the end of Bay T was on the cottage verandah
et as dusk was fadling, when o Tawny r]mrmmlth { Podargus
strigoides) tew tooa paling fence near by. After silting there
4 Little, he flew Jingonally upwards to near the top of a ( ape
Waitle, whivh vrew near the Tercer, ol hovering o front of o
twie, pleked ofl o oseet and retwrned with Ut s forer
pereh. T couple of minutes or so, he vepeated the perform
ance. hove 1m<1 i front of o twig near the fivst one, and return-
me (o the fence to dispose of his eaplure, after whieh he flew
away towneds o chonp of Silver Wattle,  The action reminded
one of a Spinebill onevester {Aennthorhinebus tonnirostris)
hovering in fraut of fuchs m flowers, but was not so prolonged. —
I, Srvawt Dove, AR W, Devouport, Tas, 976723,

The Yellow-Tailed Black Cockatoos (Calypiorfiynchus
fonerens) zeoms to have develeped a new hatut. or discovered
a new souree of food supply.  Last summer the Monterey
Uities (Pinws insiguis) thronghout the forest were visited, and
the oreen seed cones were erushed and stripped. either for ‘rhe
soed or gonie wond-horer's Tarvee that had attacked the cones*—
(r. Guanay, RAOT, Sentt’s Creek,

*Probably the latter. On_the Bunya Mountaing, at the R.A.QU.
camp-out in 1919, Crimszon Rosellax fPlatyeeveus elegans) were dis-

covered by Captain 8. A. White to be remaving inzect larvae from the
developing cones of the Bunya pines—[Eds.].
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The Australian Ground-Thrush.--- A very pleasing and
hitherto-unreeorded visitor to our home shirublieries was tiden-
tified this muorning in the form of a fine =pecitmen of the SAuas-
traliun Ground-Thrush (Orevcinele Tonutata), which was ob-
gerved sitting with 1fs chinracteristie immobiiity on a bough
well inside the shelier of a lurge Tourel bush, not 13 vanls from
the front door. Some weeks ago, Mes. Lae;ge wha, Wke myvself,
is a great lover of all the feathered tribe. mentioned tome that
she had noticed g laree #stranee bird In the cronnds around the
house, but, ag 1t had taken fhieht 1mmediately 1t bocaine wware of
her approach, she was unable to give me anvthing ke an ade-
quate description, amdl bevond a mere speculation. L ogave no
further thought to the watter.  Yestenlay afternmom. however,
Mra, Leppe had a full and ecloce view of thas Jeautiful bied,
whieh wiv standing upon o fallen pine-cone, Whilse <l hept
still. g0 did the }md, and dmmo Ih{, elise serutiny Ot received,
from a distance of about 2 Mrs. Legge was able (o menmuorize
s markings, ll, and e pu] t];\ the lmmtl full eve. =0 thut ~he
gave me a E(md r1f=~r11pt1m1 which Teft no doahi ot all in my
mind as to the identity of Th(‘ bird. \(er]mgl b1z morning
after breakfast, we sallied «ui to zenreh. 1 was shown the gpot
where the bird was seen, and procecding 1o what T took to he
a likely shelter, o very wide-sprend Learel, T fist noticed the
fomiliar gplashv drvoppings on an old lead bouch on the grond,
and i the next half-miuute. T espied iy friend Sitting np in
the bush as deseribed above, keepinge pertfeetly <ol and 0 an
wav ¢hy of Mrs. Legee™s appiroacelt, when [ called her to laok
atb him, ITow this Bivd ever nuule its way Inte the haven of
nur homestead T eanuot anderstand, for Colenswoed 1 s
rontded by open pasture lands aml spar-ely fiuhered rises ot
flats of tugsnek, the nearet thickets lkely 1o harlour o bind of
thiz gpeeies being guite 1% ta 2 niles distant to the <mth, and
the snme distance to Mi. Nicholas pullivs on the noreth. The
andy theory T ean offer iz that during g jerrible noetli-en<t minn-
sontnl storm., with over 6in. of rain. and o full wale of wind
behind it. which we experienced in thi= valley durine Tulyv. the
bird mav hiave been driven out of ite sechaded hannts in the
font-hills of M1, Nicholos,  As the summer hrinus it< dry time,
[ expeet this lovely visitor will depart. 17 it does nod fall o prey
to a dowmestie cat beforchand, — Ropr. W, Tosar, A OT,
Cullenswood Fouse, Callenswond {Break ODuv Ry, Tas

Bird Notes from Southern Tasmania, —Nnmlhers of  the
Spine-tailed Swilt (Hi';r!u:rrinpru eattihiee i) prsed over travel-
ling to the nosthavest (242798 O 14 4 28 0 ne-t of the
Australinn Greonnd-Thruzh (Owuuur-?rr Fawelater ) Ingdll 1n the
top of a tree fern. was found, eoniaining two vonme hirds, which
were partly feathered. 11 i= a puzzle to decide whether this i
an enrly or a late record in nesting. A Superb Blue Wren
(M alurus eyanens) was sitting on o nest eontaining three egps.
Thiz nest was found when a pateh of serub was being cleared,
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Tt was built in & clump of starfern, growing by a tussock.
Though the spot-was left untouched, the bird was afraid to re-
turn (16/2/28). The pair of these Wrens which frequented
my garden reared three clutches last season. They brought
~ their young ones to the doorstep in search of bread crumbs. They
readily ate these when they are crumbled very small. A pair

of Crescent Honeyeaters (Phylidonyris pyrrhoptera) built their

nest and reared their young in a low Pelargonium bush growing
in the garden. The nest was only a foot away from a path that
was constantly used (September-October, 1927). Another in-
. teresting nesting site, but this time of the Yellow-winged Honey-
eater (Meliornis nove-hollandie ), was between the spreading
leaves of a large cabbage. The nest was not found until the
young were almost ready to leave. When I asked about making
a photograph of this extraordinary situation for a nest, 1 found
that the cabbage had been cut for the table, and the part con-
taining the nest had been cast away. Tor the first time in three

years the Red-capped Dotterel (Charadrius ruficapillus) nested -

on this beach, hatching its young safely (February, 1928). 1
have discovered here a haunt of the Lewin Water-rail (Rallus
pectoralis). Owing to the illness of my sister during the last
six months of 1927, in consequence of which I took charge of
her school, I was unable to study the locality and ascertain if
any differences occurred between this southern range of the

- bird compared with its family life, as T knew it in its north-

eastern habitat. On 20/3/28, T found a large Albatross dead
on the beach. We had had a rough sea for several days. The

bird was very large, and quite white, with the exception of some

of the wing feathers. Its colouring appeared to agree with the
description of the Snowy Albatross ( Diomedea chionoptera), a3
described in Lord and Scott’s book, The Vertebrale Animals of
Tosmania. 1 informed Mr. Clive Lord by telephone of my be-
lief in the identity of the bird, He expressed a wish to see it,
¢o T sent the Albatross to the Museum. Mr. Tord recorded this
‘n the last issue of The Fmu. A bird resembling the Blue
Petrel (Halobena cerulea) was also brought ashore during the
storm, but it was in a very damaged condition. — Miss J. A.
Firrprorer, R.A.0.U., “Lyeltya,” Eaglehawk Neck, Tas. '

Obituaries
WILLIAM LEON DAWSON.

A letter has been received from Mrs. Frances E. Dawson an-
nouncing the death of her late husband, William Leon Dawson,
in Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A., on 30th April, 1928. He was 55
years of age, and was in good health a week before his death,
which was due to pneumonia. e had been a prominent mem-
ber of the American Ornithologists’ Union, and a member of
the Royal Australasian Ornithologists’ Union, and his fame a¢
an ornithologist and oologist was world-wide. In 1902-3 a work




