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Report of the Bird Observers Club

Considerable intorest has been taken in the bird-life of the Toolern
Vale sanctuary belonging to Mr, V. R. Davey, wheve, owing to pood
summer rains, the wnesting operatioms of some species have Deen
conttinued into the new year. The list of bivds identificd now veachoes
75 spacies, and wo have begun o fake a census of the numbevs in
residence. A log hook has been provided for the purpose of enkoving
Iiellz_l nobes, whicl in time should provide a happy record of the bird
eabin,

On the evening of January 15 we were treabed to a very fine
aceount of Central Australia by Me. A, H. Mattingley, while the
moving pictares shown hy Mr. C. Balley of their recent motor trip
will be long rememberad.  Vivid impressions were given of the
bouadless plaing, the whirling dust, and the quaint vegetation of the
desert couniry, followed by the magaificent contours and extra-
ortinavy colourations of the stony central mountains.

The outing in Februavy was to the Metropolitan Boavd of Works
Farm at Werribee, a unique place where 50,000 sheep and 15,000
head of cattle are Fattening. Tn miles of shelter bolts bieds find a
home, perhaps the most plentiful specics being the Willie Wagtall,
over filty ol whieh were counted in associakion with the animals.

The sceond Exhibition proved to be a preater success than last
year, although it came as a very great offort [or the active members
to carry the avrangements thirough. We feel, howoever, that we have
done our duby to the publie in thus wadectaking the * populavization ™
of ornithology mentioned in our rules. The outstanding exhibit was
the Lyvebivd upon its dancing mound, arvanged by Lhe president,
Misy Wigan and Mr. E. 5. Hauks in a bush setling, for the fest time
showing the tail expanded in full display over the back, and the
taxigdermist, Mr. John Cunningham, of the National Musewm, is to be
congratwlated on his weork, Other unigque exhibits were bivds’ nests
shown by Messvs, Chalk, Davey, and Tonge, bird paintings by Mus,
Mleay and Miss I, M. Irby, drawings and pastels by young members
of the Gould Teague through their secvetary, Mrv. H, N, Beck,
and  photographs  of  Dbivds  l(rom  nature by  Messrs.  Lang,
Mattingley, and Sharland, Mummibied This and [lawks, taken from
Ehe tombs of Ifgypt, weve shown by Mr, C Le Souef, and a rvare
collection of biredl sking from Cape York was sent by Mr. Donald
Thomsen, B.3¢. Substantial exhibits of mounted bivds were lent by
the Bepavtment of Aprvienlture, the National Museum, and the
E.AQU, Council.  Club members were in attendance Lo expluin
exhibits and answer questions.  Roev. Geo. Cox staged a general
collection of natuwral history specimens on behalt of the Leapguce of
Nature Lovers, and was a centee of atbtraction Lo many young people.

The wewly formed Leagune of Youth (Aust) made its fivst appear-
anee in publie in a setting of postevs and pamphlets, My, R. . Croll
an(  the organiser, Mr. A. J. Swaby, being in charge.  As both
RA0U, and B.O.C. are vepresented on the ¢ouneil of this new body,
its ambitions objectives way hore be neted.  They are Ehe develop-
ment of a senge of pride in community service and the fostering of o
love of nature, specially Australian fauna and Mora and othoer assets
of scientifie, historie, ov enltural value,



