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Display of Blue-billed Ducks.—On January 20, 1949, a
pair of Blue-billed Ducks (Oxyure australis) was found on
a small dam, heavily grown over with reeds, some five miles
from Colac. With them were three young birds, approxi-
mately one week old, which kept close to the female and
readily dived. Too close approach by the male caused the
female to swim at him with neck cutstretched. This is the
first record of the species” nesting in this district.

I was able to watch this family from a distance of about
20 yards, looking down on to the water from above, The
proximity of the female and young called forth in the male
four types of behaviour:

(i) Very short dives of one to two gseconds’ duration.

(ii} ‘Dab-preening’ of each side of the breast with a very
quick action of the bhill.

(iii) Bobbing the head. As the breast was raised quickly
out of the water the head dropped, the bill sliding
downwards and forwards.

(iv) With tail erect, wings ‘hunched’ forwards and out-
wards, head low, bill close to the water, the male
faced the female, uttering a low, soft, rattling note.

When alarmed, the male, with head and tail stiffly erect,
moved slowly across the open water to the reeds.—A.
GRAHAM BROWN, Colac, Vie., 24/2/49,



