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North Queensland Observations
By ERIC H. SEDGWICK, Wil l iams, W.A.

In view of the excellent papers on the Cairns District
and Atherton Tableland which have appeared in The Emzt
in recent years, a detailed account of observations made
on a short visit to north Queensland would not be justified.
However, it may be of interest to prospective visitors to
such area to learn that, travelling as a tourist rather than
as a bird-watcher, I recorded over one hundred species of
birds in the space of ten days.

The notes which follow refer only to species less fre-
quently noted, migrants, nomads and a few species which
appeared of special interest for other reasons. All obser-
vations were made between April 17 and 27, 1954.
Myristicivora spilorrhoa. Tolles Strait Pigeon.

A flock of about twenty birds rvas seen in flight over Green Island
on April 18, and a flock of about fifteen birds ovel Point Douglas on
Apr i l  24.

Gal l inula tenebrosa.  Dusky Moolhen.
Three bi rds lvere swimming on a lagoon on the nol theln boundal i '

o f  Innisfa i l .  Jacanas were also present.

Phalacrocorax var ius.  Pied Cormorant .
One bi ld on Cairns waterf ront .

Gelochel idon ni lot ica.  Gul l -b i l led Tern.
Though I  was watchful  for  th is species at  Cai lns,  I  saw none.

Sterna bergii was the most frequent tern.

Charadr ius mongolus.  Mongol ian Dotterel .
A number was plesent  and noted on sevelal  occasions.  In some, the

bleast  p lumage was chestnut ,  the chestnut  p lumage somet imes
extending to the abdomen.

Numenius madagascar iensis.  Eastern Cur lerv.
Noted f requent ly on Cairns waterf ront .

Numenius phaeopus.  Whimbrel .
Plcscnt  at  Cai lns.  Plobably less unmerous than Cur ler 'v .

L i rnosa lapponica.  Bat ' - ta i led Godwit .
One of  the more f lequent waders at  Cairns.

Tr inga (sp.) .  Tat t ler ' .
A few Tatt lers obselved at  Cai lns.

' f r inga hypoleuca.  Common Sandpiper.
One noted at  Cairns on Apl i l  27.

'frinsa nebularia. Gleenshanl<,
One bird obselved at  Cai lns.

Xenus c inereus.  Telek Sandpiper ' .
Up to f ive indiv iduals wel 'e seen dul ing v is i ts  to the Cai i 'ns water ' -

f ront .

Erol ia ruf icol l is-  L i t t le  St int .
Thrs was one of  the more plent i fu l  rvadels at  Cairns.

Erol ia acuminata.  Shalp- ta i led Sandpiper.
A few noted at  Cairns.  One bird,  seen on Apr i l  26 '  appeared to

have the throat  and breast  russet .

Tr ichoglossus moluccanus.  Rainbow Lol ikeet .
Flocks of  up to twenty b i rds were obselved,  both on the coast  and

on the Tablc lands.  When I  l ived on the Tablelands,  over th i r ty  years
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ago. the bi rds occurt 'ed at  Mareeba'  whcre thev fed upon r ipe mul-

#liil *ti:: i *"'l,**i*ii*r;:-; tt q{il ffifi i I lia nest  in maize croPs I

ir". '"".;J'poi.irrr" tf iut ' i i l""" uitat have become mo'e frequent wrth

the splead of  set t lement '

o o,i"'il:T':r"?111,"ii;,5ff f"l:"'"t; "" betu'een Mil aa-M ilI aa a n d
Ravenshoe.
Eurys tomus or ien ta l i s '  Do l la r ' -b i r ' l '

One scer t  nea l  E t tY  BaY '

Merops ortratus. Rainbow-bird'
This was one or ,rrJ"#*i'tt"quently encountered species on the

.o#Jr prl i""." i" t"r<"i '"d' ,  r 'ui  not 'on the Tablelands'

Macharirhynchus flaviventer' Boat'billed Flycatcher'
"^$;;;;T-;;;"r-ved. 

associated' at Yun gaburra'

Psophodes o l i vaceus . ,Eas te ln  Whip-b i ld '

^iri:":;:::";,":ltl:"r";":*;f iix3"if iiiii:*di!":l#qll
;X"y Ti;; "f;;. .u"" a""-i*r'le to recold that I dten 

"::;?li'f i:l"Tli
=o" i ' i .=  ln  the  Ather ton  d is ' t r i c t  round about  I

" [ 'V" "e ;b r . ra ,  Lake Bar l ine  and Kut 'anda '

A rtam us leucorhync us' White-brea:t-"1 ^I:od- 
Sw-ailow'

One o f  the  most  r requent ly  encounte led  spec ies '  bu t  a lmost  con-

nrrXii" irt"'""""1.-n*t""ii iot u t"tu hi'ds at Kuranda' none was seen

on the - [  able lanO.

. \ p l on i s  me ta l l i ca .  Sh in i ng  S ta r l i ng '

S .  R .  Wh i t e  (E r r i r r '  vo l '  46 ' , p '  120 )  r eco t ' ded  a  co lony  o f  t hese  b i r ds

, r ' ' p ; ; " ; ; i i ; '  i ; ' : \ :  
' Sou th  

J i nns tone '  , I  
f o r r nd  no  ev i dence  o r  t he

rffi irtri ;i'$, ;#';: [+.*;U* i*i ;*:[ifiililtlT ]
I estimated at about o
nersisted for about t ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ' - i  t lo*d ""st-"" in a roadside tree two

miles south of Rettentei ' i i ; ; ' '  
- ' f -  

Frenchman's Creek' which were

,i**t" ".tt"inly attlibutable to this species'

S t rep lope l ia  sura lens is '  Ind ian  Tur t le -dove '
S .  R.  Whi te  ta , , ' i ' ' . ' ; ; i : " ;6 '  p '  122. t  teco t 'ds  the  in t roduc t ion  o f

this species to the Cairns distrkt ald 1oi9d that i t  was spreading

rar : id lv .  I  encountercd  i#* ; ; " i ; ;  a i inn is fa i l  and  in  the  sur tound ing

country, at Babinda, wher-e several were observed' 1"d 1!',^C--?it'-"'
whele the bira, ,""-ii" *"ir-"Jur'rished' though not particularll'

numelous.

Black-fronted Dotterel Swimming'-No doubt the

m;';;til;f'Trr" *ra".., must at times swim. Actual obser-

vations are rare no*"u!t u"a perhaps are worthy of record-

hl..rTr" i aitti'tnuo-u-ioo=" party-of twelve Black-{ronted
il;;;;;;i" 

-\c;;;:;d;i,,i 
iiiii,6i'i"r'o* the edge of a smarr

;JiTh"i "iiehi"a "" lt'"-qp.posite edge of the pool' with

ifii"!"^"Lpti"" 
-ot 

o"""it*O_ Thi.s one settled on water about

two feet deep and dt;;^;;;- two or three vards to rejoin

;h"";;;iy;n'trt" -ual^rrt" ni-a floated ouite buovantlv and

seemed in normar ;hi;i;?t;ondition'-JonN N' Hoens'
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