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about three hundred yards from the shore, after which the
birds were not seen again.”

shortly after this a reply was received from Mr. A, R.
McEvey of the National Museum, advising me that the bird
had been identified as Calidris tenuirostris, that it was in the
beginning of breeding plumage, and that the specimen was
registered as No. B7085 in the National Museum Collection.
Mr. McEvey alzo kindly supplicd the information that the
four other apecimens in the National Museum were from
Napier Brouome Bay, Carnarvon, and Cairns. Contact wag
then made with Mr. H. T. Condon of the South Australian
Museum, and the fact elicited, amongst other helpful infor-
mation, that there had been no previous record of the species
for South Australia.

Notes tuken of the soft parts while the bird was alive are
ag follows—bill brown, darker on the upper mandible; legs,
yvellowish brown; irides, dark brown.

Glossy Ibis Notes
By V. T. LOWE. Mystic Park, Vic.

Little has been written on the habits of this species (Ple-
gudis faleinellus). Therefore these notes might be of interest,
although it seems certain that they refer to an unusual in-
dividual. I had had this bird under observation for some
time and had speculaled on its possible movements when, to
my surprise, Alan Johnson of Ballarat told me of recorded
notes he had of a parallel nature. On returning to Ballarat

he sent me his notes and I present them as furnished to me,
with my own following.

Alan Johnson records—

The first oceasion on which I noted this speeies at Ballarat was on
Jan, 18, 1952, on & swampy area elose to the city. The hird was aecam-
panied by nine Straw-necked Ibis, It wax ruther <hy, but preferred to
feed away from the ‘Straw-necks’ and would join them only when
they were flushed. The bird was there again the following cvening in
the same company. On Jan. 18, 1952, the Glossy Ibis was in the rom-
pany of a namber of White-nceked Herons, 1he Straw-necked Tbis
having disappeared. It was fairly easily approached on this pccasion.

On Feb. 1, 19532, the Straw-necked Ibis hud returned but the Glossy
had gone, and I did not see it again that year. However, on Scpt. 24,
1853, a single Glossy was noted on the south-west corner vf Lake
Wendouree. Despite heavy traffic on the road alvut one hundred varda
away, including neisy trams, the bird was feeding guietly and wounld
permit one to appreach to within fifteen feet before flushing. The bird
remained in the area until Oct. 9, 1953, when it departed for haunts
unknown, The Kird was not injured and seemed guite content.

At Mystic Park during the winter of 1952, flood-waters
covering pastures attracted numbers of Glossy Ibis. It was
quite usual to see as many as twelve birds together, and once
a group of twenty-geven. However, in one spot a lone Glossy
Ibis was seen on several occasions, never joining groups
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feeding nearhy. It stayed on for some three weeks after the
other hirds of the species had drifted from the distriet. In
that <eason it was last seen near the end of November. Early
in the winter of 1952 a single Glossy IThis arrived al the same
plice and stayed for at least five weeks, the only bird of its
species to he seen in the locality that season. The spot
favoured was une mile east of Mystic Park, shallow water
surrounding a elumy of black box trees, near a large water
channel and alongside a raad. On July 22, 1952, the bird was
feeding close to one White-faced Heran and one Magpie-
Lark. Suddenly a remarkable diversian oceurred. The Ibis
blundered forwards several steps, veered for about the same
distanee, then took to the air up above the trees, cireled them
at about twice tree-top height and came to earth again in a
series of graceful sweeps and side-slins, This performance
wag repeated twice more in the space ol 4 few minutes, after
which the bird resumed its guiet eeding. The Heron and
Magpie-Lark were entirely uncencerned.

Following this we saw the Ibis at weekly intervals; then
on August 28, 1952, I watched it at the pools with nne White-
faced ITeron nearby. On thix accasion the Glossy Ibis im-
proved on ity earlier diaplay, rizing to an estimated height
nf 194 feet, though this time descending in an almost vertical
dive, concluding with five or six speedy zigzag movements
with wings swishing. On landing, a4 twist or two of the wings
and a shake of the body straightenced 1he plumage and quiet
feeding was resorted to once again. Thus it was nbvious that
the bird was not in any way alarmed. The Heron had con-
tinved its quiet feeding and had not raised its head during
this seeond display.

Tt would seem certain that this behaviour was of a purely
recreational nature, { have seen na other Glossy Ibis act in
this way. Theugh the appearances of these birds here are
generally in the spring months, they da at times oceur in mid-
summet. Seven Glossy Ibis were recorded at the Marsh, three
miles south of Mystic Park, on February 24, 1956, but were
driven away by duck shouvters. In dry years the Glossy Ibis
is rarely geen in the Kcrang lakes distriet, but, given a rainy
winter to ‘water-log’ a few paddocks or to provide a little
flooding, one looks forward confidently to a few birds. It is
our experience that a finck of Glossy Ibis never remains in-
tact for longer than a matter of hours. Ovn consecutive days
a few birds will be seen scattered at points miles apart, the
groups varying in numbers often duily until once or twice
during the period of their stay in the district one may see
them in a closely-packed flock. 1t was such an experience that
was enjoved by three observers near Mystic Park township
on January 29, 1957, when F. T. H, Smith, Len Robinson,
and Edgar Whitbourn counted a flock of from 45 to 50 bivrds.

We have not found the species breeding in the district, nor
have we known birds fo mix for breeding with those in the
Reedy Lake Ibis rookery near Kerang.
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