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Bill colour of the Plumed Egret -lt has long been apPreciatecl
and recoraled that the bill colour of the White E$et, Eyetta alba,
changes from yellow to almost btack in the breeding season whilst
that of the Little Eget, E. gdrzerla, rcmains dark, apPea ng pmc-
tically black, at all times. However, the wdter has never been able
to discover any record of a change of colour of the normally yellow
bill of the Plumed E$et, E. intetmedia, in the breeding season
until reading an article entitled "Living with an Egret Colony" by
Harold J. Pollock which appeared in the l8e of Saturday, June 26,
1965. In this anicle the author states, inter alia, "while that of the
plumed species, also normally yellow, at this time becomes bright
red". I beiieve rhis statement is wofthy of note.-ALAN LENDON,
163 No(h Terrace. Adelaide, S.A.

Fork-tailed Kite in Tasnanis,-On Februarv 9, 1965, I re-
corded a single Fork{ailed K.e, Mil"us misrc r, circling over the
Launceston AirDo(. Western Junction, Tasmania. The bird was
observed for about five minutes, during which time it continuouslv
spread its rail, displaying lhe tork as well as olher general char-
ai ter i ' t ics of the species. ApPalent ly Ihis I€cord con\ l i lute '  lhe
first known occurrence of Milvus migtans ior Tasmania' although
it is regularly recorded in southern Victoria -T. L FLETCHER'
P.O. Box 103. Lae, TPNC.

Kestrcl New rccord lor Papm'-What appears to be the first
record of the occurrence of the Kestrel in Papua is here described
Since March 1965, Kestrels have been seen by the author ard by
Major Harry Bel l .  P. l .R..  at  several  localhres around Pon Moresby'
On JarLson. Srr ip aerodrome four bj ld\  were :een on one occasron
and sinqle birdr or parr\  ha\e been seen al  Korobosea. Taurama'
Monaka and Borola. al l  s i lh in l0 mi les of Pon More5by. A Uve
bird in the oo"ression ot David Cosne).  a [een ]oung bird en'
Lhu' iast.  *ai  found in Boroko in lare March or edr lv Apri l  Meas'
urements of the live bird are: Wing 250 mm, tail l?0 mm' bill
(chord of the culmen) 16 mm Total length could not be deter-
mined. It would aDDear that this bird closely resembles Falco
cenchrcides batu R;nd in its srnall size lts colouration shows the
heaw streakinq of the breast, head and back described for tlis
sutspecres. oai;d cosney hds lited in Porr More"bv tor several
rears and said that it is the lirst sfason he hae noled these birds
fiere. Their appearance coincided closely with the advent of the
south-east trad; winds. ROY D. MACXAY, Papua and New
Cuinea Museum. Box 635, P.O., PoIt Moresby, Papua.
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