
Branch Reports
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Durins lhe lasl decade ornitholosical inveslisations on rhe islands on rhe
Western Austfalian coast have been cs..ied oDt by a number of wortere and
rhe re \ - lh  d re  no$ be i re  pub l i ,he . l .  Dr  C.  V .  Sro t r  q tud ied  lhe  fauna o l
Ro l lnen l \ l cnJ  r /h , .64 :  ad .60 .  t05  lJ .  t72-80r ,  rhe  Hou lmcn Abro tho \
(J .  R . \  So , .  w .  Aun.  43 :  5o-6) - .  44  l  14 .  Ln" .  65 :  2no-2 t ) ,  Ba ld  l , tand
(W. Atst, Nat.,9: 187-96) and Depuch Island (Sppc. Publ. W. ,1u . Mus.,
no.2: 80-l) and J. Ford inveslisaled the 36 islands between Donsara and
Lancelin (Ea!.641 129-44; l8l-201). Research is now swirching to jslands
ofi ihe south and north Pesl cd,sls

A ne* addition lo lhe soulh weste.n Australian bird lisl is rhe Red-b.owed
Finch, Aetintha t.npotolis. ''hich has become established in the Da.tina
Rdnge gu l | |e ,  €a . t  o r  Pe lh .  rhe  hab i la t  rnc lud ins  orchard  land Jnd herLr t t
\egerared  c ree ls  anJ  prp€r -har l  iwam! \ .  rJ .  De l l .  | {  , { r r .  Ar r ,  C  l60q l .
l l \  p resence in  weq lern  Au. t rb l ia  i t  due  'o  rhe  ercaoe or  rekare  o I  a r iad
bi.ds a.ound 1958. The species has been sen as lai south as Bicltley (M.
Pa.ton, irrd. 9: l9), Anolher inportanl conkiburion on nncbes js thar by
A. Y. Pepp€. \ibid.9: 19-57) wbo bas studied the b.eedins and s€nerat
behaviou. of crsed Red-eared FiJerails. Zana.zindus o.uLatus.

Dr D. L. Serveniy (Enu, 61: 154) has al.eady drawn attendon 10 1he
f i r \ l  tnown nen ins  or  lhe  Pe l tczn-  P?h nu \  tonspn i l l , r , , ,  qou lh  o f  Pe l i cdn
ls land.  Shar l  B"v  ,a r  CreerJ  l . l Jnd  in  rhe  Medurah.s ruar )  in  A lCu\ l
1963 and on Nirimba Cay in Peel lnl€l in January 196.1 (D. L. S.rvartv
and H. B. ShusA. t/. rhr. Nat.,9: 8O!4).

Despiie his deFsrtlre from Weslern Auslralia, Dr c. F. Mees, formerly
Curalor of Bi.ds of the Western Australiin MDseum. and now of the Leide;
MuseuD, has maintained his intcresl in Aust.alian ornirholoev. A rccent
pdper  o r  \a r ia ' ion  in  \ ^e . re rn  Au! t -d l ian  Dr r , j .  ( . / .  Rdr  lo , .  t . , r ry . .4? :
91'6) has already been reviewed by c. M, Stoff (En{, 64: 129) and o1he.
conlibulions are in the lrocess of preparalion.

Th€ dead of Mr C. L. E. Orton, honorary life member. is .ecorded wilh
reerel. Those wbo had the good foriune to have known M. Orton vill
remeober  hn  f r iend l ]  dnpo l l ion .  gou, j  humour  and numerou\  ancedote \ .
A  lu l l  accounr  u fhF acr i rn i .s  i \  e i \en  b \  D.  L .  Ser renry  r l |  , t&q , i /a / .9
\97-9: EmL.65: 112\

EXPEDITIONS

Tbe third ot the Harold Hall ExD€di1ions. on behalf of rhe Brirish Musum
rNl r - ra l  Hnror r l .  operc led  In  we jern  Aunr r l i "  f rom June 2q  to  S .prem.
ber  18 .  l06r  The leader  wa.  Mr \  B .  P  Hd l l ,  e \pe  enceJ  rn  A f  ca ;  (o t -
lec l :ng  e \pedn ioh .  a rd  rhe  orher  I  ng [ .h  member \  were  Mi \ '  I  na  lhomr .
1nd Ve. t r \  Derek  Coods in  

"nd  Graham (  oq l€ ,  ($ho q i l l  be  remembe 'ed
as the discoverer and desc.iber of Hall\ Babble., Ponetostonus halli.
coll€cIed in the nrsl exp€dition). The area wo.ked included Eucla and
aoLllebiddy betore lhe erpedrrion had a re\r'ns pe ud In Perth, $he,e lhe
nar lv  sa \  Jurned bJ  Dr  D |  .  Ser \enry  dnd V i  i  !  Ma lhewq.  Ihey .hen
pro*eJeJ inlind and had collecling camp\ dr Mt \t"enlon (norlh ea{ ol
I  a \e r lon l .  warbur lon  Mnl ion ,  rhe  Ras l .n \on  Ranse and var iou .  ! tae \  rn
the Gibson Desert (including lbe Van der Linden Lakes. Lat€ Cruska and
MlnEi l l i  C l " jpcnr .  w i lh  a  f in . l  Ldmp ar  Carnee ie  S la tDn.  the  der  . rea
sa\  rn  a  d 'J  s la8e $ i lh  a  a rea t  lac*  o r  \ - r fa*  $d ter .  Though,  as  a  conse-
quence. bId. cere spahel) dnlribuleJ, a con.id.r"ble number of sDecres
{ere  ob 'e r reJ .  Ar  rhe  R.c l in$r  Ranse,  Io r  Ins rdn le .  a  ro ra l  o I  54  

" ;ecre 'were encountered and a representative series of stldy skins n.de. Thoush no
sp€clacular discoleries were repo.ted much useful information was acci!m!-
laled on disl.ibulion, breeding seaons. hoult, feeding habils, erc.

In Oclober. 1964, Mr W. H. Coilrell of the Harva.d Museum. CambridEe.
M" . \achu 'eu ' .  JnJ  Mr  A .  c .  Varhess .anred our  a  co l l€c r ind  r r i !  on  r_he
eanern  m"r8 inq  o f  lhe  $hedrbe l r  d i l r r i c r ,  Abou l  200 .pec imens o I  140
specre ,  vere  co l lec led  and are  nos  in  the  Hb i \a rd  Muleum.  A h ich | |gh t  o f
lhe tri! was the collection of a spec,men of the rarely obFrved crey Honey-
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eaw. Conopophila,tr€i on Thundelana SIalion, belween YalSoo and
Pavnes Find (ltl.,,1,rr, Nar,. l0: 45).

An 'nve'l€al;on currenrly b€ins c.fl i€J out on qu"il.lhru.hes. ( ia. rvr"n",
bJ Mr , Ford ha\ rerealed (lanling ran8e errencionr snd ne* dala on
interjDecrFc retarion\hiD\. In Dur\uance ol lhi! \ludy, field expedirions ha\e
be.n undertaktn to lhe \hart Bav dNtrcr, Yals@, lhe A\hburlon Rrver
v.liey, Nulla.bor Plain. Great Victo.ia Desert and the €astern soldfields.
Mr Fo.d would w€lcome information on habitat !.eferences vhere ihe
various species overlap ceographically.

FAUNA ADMINISTRATION
The deDa.tmeni of Fish€ries and Fauna has supplied ihe followins details

of numb€r\ of slecie. of nali\e bird. trapp€d In and erporled lrom Weqtern
Au ' t ra ld  du ' ins  1964,  Depar lmen ld l  nmes are  ! .ed  and numbers  t rcpped
de bracketed. Gouldirn Finch 1.121 (928)r Masked Finch 1,146 (993);
Lns ta i l  l - rnch  2 .J40 r  1 ,978, i  Doub le-bar  l - inch  l4 l  (220) i  Ye l lowrump
Frnch 12 :  B lood t inch  : l  (16) i  Zebra  t inch  aJ  (4 ) i  P ic lo re l la  I  inch  246
r  377 ) :  Pa in ted  F inch  68  (  I05  ) :  S tar  l - rnch  1 ,008 (867) ;  Che{nut  I 'nch  16) :
Budee i \eah l l :  Smoker  Ps ' ro r  2e4 (4 r :  weqern  Ro.e l la  576;  Teen lv_
e iah i  P ; ; ro l  ao7 (211, ;  we\ le rn  K ins  Pa(o l  268 r7 . ]51 :Ca lah  24  (14r :
V ; jo r  Mi rche l l  r t  L ( rk  (o re l la  4 i  Su lphur { 'e {ed  Coc la loo  l :  Ret l . t  i l ed
Blaak cockatoo t2l White-tailed BI.ct cockaloo 19: Litlle Blue Bonnet 6;
Port Lincoln Parror l2i No.thern Rosella 4: Crimsn-winged Parrot 8i
wedeera i led  F .e le  2 :  Broqn Has l  l i  I  i l l l e  l -8 lcon  l ,  I rec t led  Duct  5 :
Sp in i iex  P ,ceon l :  lhe  number  o t  l i (nced r tappers  who oPetared  ,D la64

several smallfaura and nora reserves ranging from 2210 1425 acres have
been $eated since lhe last repori.

]ULIAN FORD,

A.C.T. BRANCH
I  o l low inC aD inaugur . l  meet rng  he ld  on  June 1 .  1964.  when 27  membet '

md otherq inreresr€d decitled lhal rcsulu monlhly meelin8: should be @n
ducr.d- a r€ouert was forwarded lo Councrl lhat a branch ot lhe R.A.OU
be foriied i; the A,C.T, Ou. request was granted and tbe year vbich
followed has b€en an dctive rnd successful one,

ReErlar monthly meelitgs have been held in the CSI.RO Leclure
Thea;e $'th an a\erase auendance of 3'. Members have been 6red 1o
relo'd rhen ob\ervarion-q in a book pro\ided al meetinss wilh lhe ullrmare
aim oI usins lhe info.malion in a projecred Handlisl to the Birds of the
A.C,T. Five new records fo. the A.C.T. were hade during tbe yea. atd
aheady lhe dratt for rhe lisr haq been prepdnd.'lhe 

onl\ curreDt held prorect at pre.enl in opetation h a su^e) ol lhe
wmle'ins Pied Cuiiawonqs .round Canbetra.

\ ine ;pr i l  I96 t ,  s  Month ly  New' le l le r  h , '  been c i rcu la led  Jmons ' l  mem
bers and l@l T,V. radio and newsp.pers, resulting in some publicity for
the b.anch and sveral n€w nembeA have joined rhe R.A,O.U. during rhe

A lisr of R.A.O.U. members in the A.c.T. and su.rounding dishicls has
been published and circulaled amons$ nembers. the tolal now sianding al

A conmittee has been elecled ro conducl tbe ailairs of the branch and
rhr r  no$ meeLs resu la r l r  each monrh .  P Ian ! . te  In  hand lo  w iden lhe :co !e
o t  ac ln i t ie t  o the '  ahat  resu la r  monrh ly  m* l rngs  and we are  look inc  fo rocrd
to anorhe. lrogressive year,

G. CHAPMAN,


