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Field Nole! on Marshall's Loril€t.-A visit to Iron Range during
the "wcC' in January 196? aliorded ne splcndid opportunitics ro
study, at closc range, Marshall's Loriler. Opopstta diophthalmu
,r"^ldlr; so close indecd that the use of binoculars was not always

One specjcs, of the many local figs, Fi.lr spp_, was ripe, with
the fruit within some 6fteen feer from ihc ground.

These fruits were apparemly so irresisriblc to ihc lor;tets that,
rather than speeding rwry wjth a scrccch when an inrruder
appeared, they mercly rnoved on quictiy to nearby cover only to
return to the feasl as soon as rhc disturbef had passed.

As a result observatior within so,ne twenty feet was casy. Thc
close similarity in colouring of bolh sexes of rhis loriler to the larger
Red-chcekcd Parrot, Ccotro_vrr.q"rfloj,i was remarkabte.

This lorilet appcared to lne to bc not only slighrly bigger bur also
more robust, in bui1d, with a noriceably hrgcr head, than the Bluc-
frced | , { i le l .  O/rof . , r /d, t iorht hdttna !"a, lbearct i .

A. J. MarshalL in his accounr of this lorilet (trz& 47) speaks of
th€ screeching voicc of the bird when flying ar speed, I had no
evidcnce of this for, owing 10 thcir derermination not ro move too
far away from the delicious fgs, which incidcntally were smcared
ovcr their faccs Uke smali boys cating ice-cream, rhe birds only
uitered a quiet call rathcr like somerhing rattling in a box. Though
tsually in pairs what, I assumed, wcre family parties of four or
live were also scen.-H. R. OFFICER, "Duneira", Olinda, Vic.
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Sydmy Records of the Pectorrl Sandpiper-Erolia melanotos.
OccDrrenccs ol the Pecloral Sandpiper, Ero,a melanotor, jn New
Soulh Wales are unusual enough to make scveral observations of
thc specics at Botany Bay, Sydncy, worthy of placing on record.

The old Cook's River cstuary, where thc birds were found, con-
sists of an open rnuddy beach, cut olT fron the bay jtseu by several
low sand spits. It attracts, during the sping and sulnner nonths,
flocks of Sharp railed Sandpipers, trrlm acuminata, and m ny
other species of waders.

When first seen, or February 21, 1965, the Pcctoral Sandpjper
was associating with a flock of these Sharp-tailed Sandpipcrs, and
this proved to be the case on every occasion on which the bird was
seen. The flocks of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers wirh which it ningled
ranged in size fron approximately forty, to ovcr onc hundred and
lwenty jndividuals.

The bird was seen during the morning and aftcrnoon of February
27, and durjng thc afternoon of Fcbruary 28, 1965-when Messrs
Hindwood, Hoskin and Mccill viewed the bird for some time, and
Mr Mccill succecdcd in obtained a rath€r dislant photograph of the
bird as it fed on an exposed mud bark in the area. It uas also seen
(possibly the same bird) on March 28, 1965, and from that date
was lrot m€t with again until almost a year latcr, when one bird was
prcsent in tbe same arcaon March 13, 1966.

On all occasions the birds allowcd a close enough approach to
cnablc the features to be distinguished without difrculty. In the
field, the main dificrences between this bird and the very s;milar
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper are: the heavily streakcd breast, abruptly
cut ofi from thc whitc abdoncn;thc bright yellow basal third of the
bill, the orange-yellow legs and the generally icher brown colour of
the uppq parts, without the fous crown. Other poirts of difier-
ence bctween tbe two spccies were: the apparent lack of any wjng
bar contrasting with the noticcablc white bar displayed by the
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in flight, and the Pectoral's habit ot stretch-
ing up its neck when alamed.

The "Handbook of British Birds" by Witherby, Jourdain, Tice
hurst and Tucler quoting A. C. Bert, states that, on passage, the
Pectoral Sandpipei is " seldom seen on sandy ilats or bcaches,
but frequents the wet frcsh ot salt meadows, and margins of
marshy creeks." This is substantiated by thc rnajority of Australian
records of the species, e.9., F. T. H. Srnith, ,.4urrrdlian Bitul Watchel
2: 12. and J. N. Hobbs. Ema 58:56.

It is thcrcfore unusual that all rhe abov€ birds were seen rcsting
and feeding on the opcn estuary, especially as there arc swampy
localities available ir the ncarby Easdakcs area.-B. A- SPEECH-
LEY, l2 Edgehill Avenue, Botany.


