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Calling of the Ground Parrot.—Observations made in southern
Queensland have increascd knowledge of the habits of the Ground
Parrot, Pezoporus wallicus. 1t has becn cstablished that at dusk
and dawn, Ground Parrots call for a period of approximately 20-30
minutes. Forther, on some days, birds fly during the calling period.

Observations were made over a period of two months, in
typical Ground Parrot habitat, at an area known to contain (Ground
Parrots. Thirty-three afternoon and two dawn visits were made to
the area between July 10, 1967 and Scptember 9, 1967, five after-
noon and two dawn visits were made to other areas in the district.
On every one of these visits, the half-hour period of calling was
heard. Sporadic calls, in the form of either a single call or a call
followed by a response, were heard during the day and night on
random visits made to the area. However, long periods, other than
at dawn or dusk, could be spent therc without a call being heard.

Qver the two months, as the days grew Jonger, the calling period
became later in the afternoon and carlier in the morning.

The birds have several recognizably different calls, and variations
on each call. To describe them in general terms, I can only say that
the calls are high pitched (two friends were unable to hear them
because of the high frequency), and most commonly ascend the
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scale. The calls carry well, particularly on a still evening. A call
can be uttered without any response, or uttered with an immediate
response from another bird. Sometimes a call would apparently
stimulate calls from several birds (unlcss this was coincidental
haphazard single calling), and there could also be periods of inten-
sive calling when several birds animatedly call at the same time,
giving the impression of a “chorus”.

It was found that, on some days, the birds voluntarily fly during
the calling peried. Flights of several hundred yards werc observed,
and, in fact, this is how the call was confirmed as that of the
Ground Parrot—three birds were seen silhouvetted against the
western sky, calling as they flew low over the vegetation towards us.
However, because of the light conditions, I saw birds flying on
only a few occasions {either they were in silhouette or 1 happened
to be close to a bird. I more often heard the call moving. and
noted flights in this way.

It will be intcresting to discover whether the behaviour observed
during these (wo months is constant throughout a year. If it is, it
would be a simplec way of determining whether Ground Parrots
are in a certain area. Further, it could be used (o estimate approxi-
male populations, although how exactly it can be applied will only
be known when calling behaviour of possible social groups is un-
ravelled. Diflicultics arise in attempting to count populations, be-
cause of the pattern ol calling, and the fact that the birds can
change their position by a quick flight. A lurther confusing factor
is that on rarc occasions birds were seen to fly without calling.
However, in my opinion, this could be that the bird was alarmed
mto flight by the presence of the observer. Anyounc who has flushed
these birds during the day, knows they do not call when alarmed
in this way. From rccords I kept on each visit, I could account for
at least seven birds within the range of my hearing, over a radius
of 400 yards.

These observations were made on the suggestion of and with
the encouragement of Prof. John Le G. Brereton, and it is hoped
to present a more detailed joint article on the Ground Parrot at a
later date. However, it was felt that in the meantime, this brief
note could prove useful to many observers and encourage observa-
tions to be made in other districts.—MRS. CARQOLE BEVEGE,
Gostwyck Street, Uralla, N.S.W,






