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Candy Broad, ALP member of the Upper House, introduced a bill to the
Victorian Parliament to decriminalise abortion in July 2007. She
withdrew the Crimes Act (Decriminalisation of Abortion) Bill when the
Premier referred the issue to the Victorian Law Reform Commission with
a request that they respond by March 2008. It is anticipated that MPs will
finally have a chance to remove the criminality of abortion from the
burden carried by women and their doctors.

Medical abortion, currently practiced to some extent in Australia, is likely
to become more widely available with the introduction of mifepristone
(RU486). Australian abortion law differs from state to state; in almost all
areas it is still contained within criminal codes, and does not reflect
modern abortion practice. Current legislation is reviewed, with particular
reference to medical abortion, and a recommendation made for urgent
reform of abortion laws throughout the country.

This study investigated the prevalence of depression in HIV-positive
individuals and its association with adherence to highly active
antiretroviral therapy (HAART). This study found compromised
psychological health in people living with HIV infection. Non-adherence
to HAART was reported by 30.5% of those prescribed HAART and was
significantly associated with living alone and relationship status. It is
recommended that health professionals continue to screen for depression,
relationship status and living situation to ensure adherence to HAART.

Investigation of an outbreak of gonorrhoea in mainly heterosexual males
with exposure to street sex industry workers, in which transmission of the
outbreak gonococcal strain was interrupted by public health surveillance
and health promotion intervention.

There is little research on the underlying factors affecting the high rates of
sexually transmissible infections (STI) transmission in Central Australia.
This study explores Aboriginal women’s knowledge of STI, perception of
risk to STI, condom use, access to condoms, condom negotiation and the
sociocultural context of their sexual health. The perceived effects of
alcohol abuse, infidelity, sexual assault and shame on the acquisition of
STI were significant issues for the women. These findings have never
been published before and call for further qualitative research in the area.

Girls participated in a 6-month study and were asked about their
communications with partners regarding topical microbicides. Most girls
talked with their partners and had positive conversations.

Strategies to improve opportunistic chlamydia screening were trialed at
six general practices over an 18-month period. These included promoting
a simplified screening protocol, providing feedback on chlamydia testing
and developing additional resources for patients and GPs. The overall
impact on testing was modest and was insufficient to impact on the
current chlamydia epidemic. Major additional measures such as financial
incentives and increased community awareness would be required to
further substantially increase testing levels.

Clinical management guidelines are important tools to assure the
adequate diagnosis, treatment and prevention of various sexually
transmissible diseases. While the evaluation of such guidelines is a
potentially worthy endeavour, currently used guideline evaluation
instruments fail to measure the evidence base used or interp reted in those
guidelines and rely on criteria that may not be relevant to clinical or public
health outcomes.
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Using two validated guideline assessment instruments, the authors have
undertaken an analysis of national American and British guidelines on
the management of sexually transmissible and genital infections.
Noteworthy differences were found between the two, the significance of
which are discussed.

This paper describes an ethno-epidemiological study of drug and sexual
risk practices in a sample of young male sex workers in in Hanoi, Vietnam,
with an interest in understanding the way in which rapidly expanding
markets for male sex work, particularly global sex tourism, may accelerate
the HIV epidemic in South-east Asia.

This study investigates the relationship between sexual function and
serum levels of prolactin and testosterone in men with chronic psychotic
illnesses treated with regular long-acting depot injections of
antipsychotic medication. Sexual difficulties were very common, but
there was no association between elevated prolactin or reduced
testosterone and sexual dysfunction.

An exploratory study among young women receiving gynaecologic care
in a university setting in the USA found that many (25.7%) incorrectly
believed they had been tested for sexually transmissible infections (STI).
Women with this inaccurate understanding may operate under the
misperception they are ‘clean and clear’ of STI. Women with said
misperception were more likely to be minority race and report relatively
earlier age of sexual debut and previous STI diagnosis.

The 2007 National NPEP Guidelines are the result of a review and
revision of the 2001 guidelines for the management and prophylaxis of
non-occupational exposure to HIV. Since then, there has been little new
work on HIV transmission and management that directly relates to non-
occupational post-exposure prophylaxis (NPEP). The main changes are to
the areas of transmission risk, seroprevalence and recommended drug
regimens. The NPEP reference group has endeavoured to quantify
transmission risk/exposure and the consequent recommendations in a way
that is more clinically useful.

Abstracts from the Australian Sexual Health Conference 2007 held at the
Gold Coast are presented.
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