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ABSTRACT

The magnitude of suffering on both the Israeli and Palestinian sides of the current war is beyond
comprehension. Political agendas, misinformation and bias related to the conflict are being seen
far too frequently in healthcare and medical academia. We believe it is time for healthcare
professionals to redirect our attention away from politics and use our medical training to
advocate for peace, care, and the welfare of all people, regardless of which side of the conflict
they fall into. Politics in the workplace, particularly when disseminated information is divisive and,
at times, based on opinion rather than fact, risks significant harm to patients, their families, and
healthcare staff, as well as to institutional reputation. If we genuinely care for the well-being of
patients and staff, we must lead by example and prevent healthcare systems and medical journals
from being hijacked by politics.
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The current Israeli-Palestinian conflict has deeply affected both sides and sparked an
infiltration of politics into healthcare, a sector traditionally dedicated to healing. Anti-
Israel sentiments and antisemitism escalated quickly after the 7 October 2023 massacre
by Hamas against Israeli civilians — Jews, Arabs and foreign nationals alike," with
tangible consequences. In a survey of 265 Victorian Jewish healthcare professionals
and students, since 7 October 2023, almost half (48%) of the respondents have felt
compelled to hide their Jewish identity, and 33% have experienced antisemitism in the
workplace, often feeling unsafe to escalate their experiences.” Such discrimination would
not be tolerated for other minority groups, nor should it be. Kingsbury and Greene have
described how a ‘wave of open Jew-hatred by medical professionals, medical schools, and
professional associations in the wake of the Hamas slaughter suggests that a field
entrusted with healing is becoming a licensed purveyor of hatred’.>

Only weeks after 7 October 2023, the Australian Medical Students Association (AMSA)
issued a factually incorrect statement blaming Israel for historical oppression and attacks
on Gaza. Following criticism, it was retracted, and an apology released.* However, the
motivation for such a statement is disconcerting and underscores the problematic nature
of healthcare organisations engaging in politics.

Commenting on the Israel-Gaza conflict, the Australian Medical Association (AMA)
called for all parties to ‘respect established International Humanitarian Law and not use
health facilities as military quarters or depots...”.” If organisations choose to involve
themselves in politics, statements must be nuanced and balanced and include recognition
of what is beyond the scope of medical expertise. We suggest that a balanced statement
would include explicit condemnation of any organisation that deliberately embeds its
terrorist infrastructure within and underneath hospitals.®

The implications of politics infiltrating healthcare are real, particularly in an era
where trust in medicine and institutions is already eroded. Allowing politics in the
workplace risks deepening existing social divisions, fostering hostile workplace
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environments, and allowing implicit biases to fester. We are
witnessing an urgent need to address an alarming lack of
cultural safety in healthcare.

In 2019, an Ohio doctor was fired after tweeting her
intention to ‘purposely give all the yahood (sic) the wrong
meds’.” Yahood is the Arabic word for Jews. This was before
7 October, but things are no better. In the UK, allegations
have surfaced recently of a visibly Jewish 9-year-old boy
being mistreated and denied appropriate care by ‘Pro-
Palestinian’ nurses, with the child and his family now hiding
their Jewish identity when seeking healthcare.® Closer to
home, a list was recently found in a secure area of
Melbourne’s Royal Children’s Hospital outlining medicines
and equipment (with inflated prices) to be supplied to the
Gazan Ministry of Health (run by Hamas).® Serious ques-
tions about the presence of this list have been asked.

Physicians and medical bodies outside of Israel and Gaza
are misguided if they think their actions will meaningfully
alter local political and military events. Meanwhile, allow-
ing politics to infiltrate our local healthcare networks is
compromising cultural safety for patients, families, and
healthcare workers. The fundamental principles of medicine
emphasise the care and well-being of all, irrespective of
political background. It is time for the medical community
to focus on upholding these principles and avoid political
entanglements to ensure that healthcare remains a neutral,
safe space for everyone.
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