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The 35th Australasian Polymer Symposium (APS) took place on
the Gold Coast, Queensland, from 12 to 15 July 2015, and
encompassed three-and-a-half days of stimulating presentations
covering numerous areas of polymer science. There were 260
delegates from Australia and around the world in attendance,
with six plenary speakers and 24 keynote speakers, five of whom
were early career researchers. The plenary speakers included
Professor Mitch Winnick from the University of Toronto,
Canada, talking about his work investigating metal-chelating
polymers and their potential for biological applications
of sensing and imaging. Professor Yanlei Yu from Fudan
University, China, spoke on the field of liquid crystal polymers,
which are crystalline aromatic polyesters that form areas of
highly ordered structures when in the liquid phase. Professor
Bjorn T. Stokke from the Norwegian University of Science and
Technology, Norway, gave a plenary lecture on responsive
polymer hydrogels. Professor Benjamin Hsiao from Stony Brook
University, New York, USA, provided an example of the trans-
lation of laboratory to industry with his work on nanofibrous
membrane filters for high-flux water purification. Professor
Werner Joseph Blau from Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland,
described his interdisciplinary work with materials science and
physics in the development of nanocarbons and atomic crystals.
Finally, Professor Mats Andersson from the Future Industries

Institute, Adelaide, Australia, discussed his work on polymeric
materials for energy and conducting applications.

The topics covered in the symposium exemplified the diversity
of our discipline, including photopolymerisation, advanced
characterisation techniques, biomaterials, drug delivery, poly-
mers for bioimaging and biomedical applications, novel
synthetic techniques, and industry and innovation.

The six papers published in this special issue of Aust.
J. Chem. include a report from plenary speaker Professor Mats
Andersson on the ‘Stability of Polymer Interlayer Modified ITO
Electrodes for Organic Solar Cells’.["! A highlight paper by
invited keynote speaker Professor Christine Luscombe entitled
‘Poly(3-hexylthiophene) End-Functionalization via Quenching
Resulting in Heteroatom-Bond Formation’ illustrates how
changing the end-functional groups of P3HT to incorporate
chalcogens opens up the opportunity to control and alter inter-
actions with different materials.”! Two review articles from
early career researchers include Dr Katherine Locock’s
(CSIRO, Melbourne, Australia) review entitled ‘Bioinspired
Polymers: Antimicrobial Polymethacrylates’ which traces the
development of the antimicrobial polymethacrylates from the
initial mimicry of global cationic and lipophilic AMP properties
through to the level of specific amino acids present in the
peptides.* Dr Luke Connal’s (University Melbourne, Australia)
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review entitled ‘Amino Acid Functional Polymers: Biomimetic
Polymer Design Enabling Catalysis, Chiral Materials and Drug
Delivery’ focusses on the design and synthesis of polymers
functionalised with amino acids.”! Dr Connal also presents a
communication paper on ‘Phase Separated Block Copolymer
Particles with Tuneable Morphologies: Striped, Onion and
Patchy Particles’ which highlights how morphologies of poly
(2-vinyl pyridine)-block-poly(dimethylsiloxane) diblock copo-
lymers can be tuned by controlling the interfacial energy using
functional surfactants.”] The RACI Trelaor Best Poster prize
winner, Molly Rowe, from the University of New South Wales,
Australia, presents a research paper entitled ‘High Glass Transi-
tion Temperature Fluoropolymers for Hydrophobic Surface
Coatings via RAFT Copolymerization®.[*!
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