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Date Activity Reference 
14 May 1972 William McMahon, announced Australia’s 

delegation to UN Conference on the Human 
Environment (UNCHE) 

http://pmtranscripts.pmc.gov.au/release/transcript-2594. Last 
accessed 04-09-2017. 

5–16 Jun 1972 UNCHE in Stockholm, delegation, led by Peter 
Howson, Minister for the Environment, Aborigines 
and Arts 

 

Sep 1972 Formal submission to the Australian Government 
by Priestley and Gibbs 

 

17 Aug 1972 Peter Howson noted UNCHE recommendation for 
establishment of 10 Baseline Stations and that the 
Australian Government considered that at least one 
station should be in Australia 

http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;ad
v=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-
08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-
rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%
3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%
2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default. Last accessed 04-09-2017. 

22 Oct 1973 Peter Morris, offered to provide a Baseline Station 
in Australia measuring CO2, carbon monoxide, 
hydrocarbons, ozone, reactive sulfur and nitrogen 
species and particles 

http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;ad
v=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-
08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-
rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%
3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%
2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default. Last accessed 04-09-2017. 

21 Mar 1974 Moss Cass agreed in principle to the establishment 
of a Baseline Station and had notified UNEP of its 
intentions 

http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/genpdf/hansard80/hansardr80/
1974-03-21/0224/hansard_frag.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf. 
Last accessed 04-09-2017. 

17 Sep 1974 k$250 was provided as a first step leading to the 
establishment of a Station 

http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;ad
v=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-
rev;page=2;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%
3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221974%22;rec=1;resCount=
Default, p. 1340. Last accessed 04-09-2017. 

3 Jun 1975 Moss Cass reported that k$23 of the k$250 had 
been spent on a feasibility study to establish the 
Australian Station 

http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;ad
v=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-
rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%
3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221975%22%20Month%3A%
2206%22%20Day%3A%2203%22%20cass;rec=0;resCount=Def
ault, p. 3285. Last accessed 04-09-2017. 

1–5 Dec 1975 CSIRO Aspendale symposium discussed 
geophysical monitoring needs related to climate 
change with invited North American experts 

 

1 Jun 1976 Barry Simon reported that a Station was being 
developed in southern Tasmania as part of the 10-

http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;ad
v=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-

http://pmtranscripts.pmc.gov.au/release/transcript-2594
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;db=HANSARD80;id=hansard80%2Fhansardr80%2F1972-08-17%2F0205;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221972%22%20Month%3A%2208%22;rec=6;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/genpdf/hansard80/hansardr80/1974-03-21/0224/hansard_frag.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/genpdf/hansard80/hansardr80/1974-03-21/0224/hansard_frag.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=2;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221974%22;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=2;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221974%22;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=2;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221974%22;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=2;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221974%22;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=2;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221974%22;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221975%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2203%22%20cass;rec=0;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221975%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2203%22%20cass;rec=0;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221975%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2203%22%20cass;rec=0;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221975%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2203%22%20cass;rec=0;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221975%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2203%22%20cass;rec=0;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221975%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2203%22%20cass;rec=0;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221976%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2201%22Simon;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221976%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2201%22Simon;rec=1;resCount=Default


12 such stations being coordinated globally by 
UNEP 

rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%
3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221976%22%20Month%3A%
2206%22%20Day%3A%2201%22Simon;rec=1;resCount=Defaul
t, p. 2756. Last accessed 04-09-2017. 

1 Apr 1976 Measurements commenced at Cape Grim Fraser 2016 
21 Dec 1979 Funding approved for buildings at Cape Grim and 

nearby Smithton 
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p
;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-
rev;page=0;query=Baseline%20Station%3A%20%221970s%22
%20Year%3A%221979%22;resCount=Default. Last accessed 4-
09-2017. 

 

The Support of The Hon. Barry Jones 

The Hon Barry Jones, Minister of Science, 11 March 1983 to 4 April 1990, strongly supported Science as an important 

contributor to the development of evidence-based policy. Very early on he recognized the potential risks associated with a 

changing climate and the need to further build an understanding of relevant climatic processes and anticipate ultimate outcomes 

and risks. 

In 1987 and 1988 the Commission for the Future,1 an organization proposed for establishment by Jones, partnered with 

CSIRO to hold two key national conferences. The first was held at Monash University, 30 November to 4 December 1987.2 

Jones formally opened this conference that was designed to draw together a large number of Australian scientists who, by and 

large until then, had been unaware of how their own discipline might contribute to understanding the risk and opportunities 

related to climate change. 

A second conference in 1988 was held at various locations and via satellite transmission, and aimed at informing the 

community of the climate-change challenges via the media. For these two efforts, the Commission and CSIRO were each 

awarded United Nations Environment Programme Global 500 Awards,3 presented to the late Phil Noyce and Pearman by the 

King of Belgium, in Brussels (June 5 1989). The citation reads: 

“No other organization or nation has so far conducted any comparable public awareness programme on 

climate change”. 

Jones was also instrumental in gaining in principle support of the Council of Australian Governments for an expanded 

programme of climate change research. Whilst there was never complete support from all States, over a number of years 

various states did fund research related to issues of relevance to their own interests. What was achieved through Jones’ 

enthusiasm was a Federal funding commitment, starting late in 1988, to what became the Australian Climate Change Science 

Programme,4 regarded as the Australian Government’s ‘flagship climate change science programme’. It ran continuously 

through to 2016. Whilst this funding support was actually quite small compared with the combined commitment to climate 

change research by CSIRO, the Australian Bureau of Meteorology, targeted support of the Cape Grim facility and a number 

of Australian Universities, it was important, particularly in encouraging research addressing issues that were not only of 

scientific interest, but deemed to be of policy importance by the Federal Government bureaucracy. The Australian Climate 

Change Science Programme was abolished in 1998. 

http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221976%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2201%22Simon;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221976%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2201%22Simon;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221976%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2201%22Simon;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80%20Decade%3A%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221976%22%20Month%3A%2206%22%20Day%3A%2201%22Simon;rec=1;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Baseline%20Station%3A%20%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221979%22;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Baseline%20Station%3A%20%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221979%22;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Baseline%20Station%3A%20%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221979%22;resCount=Default
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;page=0;query=Baseline%20Station%3A%20%221970s%22%20Year%3A%221979%22;resCount=Default


1 In October 1984 Cabinet approved a proposal by Science Minister Barry Jones to establish the Commission for the Future with the 

purpose of providing a “continuous public information process to ‘demystify’ science and raise public awareness of the social and 

economic impacts of technological change”. http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/cabinet/by-year/1984-85/science.aspx. Last 

accessed 04-09-2017. 

2 Pearman, G. I. (ed.), Greenhouse: Planning for Climate Change, Published papers presented at the Greenhouse 87 Conference held at 

Monash University, 30 November to 4 December, 1987. CSIRO Press, Melbourne, 752 pp. 

3 http://www.global500.org/index.php/thelaureates/online-directory/item/578-australian-commission-for-the-future-ltd; 

http://www.global500.org/index.php/thelaureates/online-directory/item/565-commonwealth-scientific-and-industrial-research-

organisation-csiro. Last accessed 01-09-2017. 

4 http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/climate-science/australian-climate-change-science-program. Last accessed 01-09-

2017. 
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