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Observations of “Jacky Winter”
By Mrs. PLART HAXNKS, Coburg, Mclbourne.
Communicated by C. BRYANT, R.A.0Q.U., Melbourne.

A general favourite is the Australian Brown Flycatcher
(Micrezea foscinans), more familiarly called “Jacky Winter.”
The jaunty name seems to suit the bird. e loves to sit
on a post or stump, and to swing his tail to and fro sideways,
darting out every mow and again to catch the inscets which
form his diet. Tis =ize, 5.2 inches, iz the same as several of
our Robins, and hig colour a plain brownish-grey above, and
lighter nnderneath, with the outer tail feathers white—oftez
causes those who do not know him to mistake him for a Hen-
Robin. Unlike the Robins, he is not migratory, and may be
geen in the one disteict for years, all the year round. Ile seems
to prefer cleared or lighily limbered eountry. I have made
my ohservations of him, mainly at Wandin, and also at Panton
I1ill, where several frequented an nrchard. The nest is usually
recorded as being built at a considerable height.

At Wandin, early one Noverher, we were forlunate in find-
ing a nest at about five fect from the ground, in a small
eucalypt which had very few leaves. The nest was a tiny
frail snucer of grass. 2% incbes across and less than 1 inch
deep: it eontained 2 bluish-green eges.

We spent several hours watching the pair.  The male fre-
quently brought food to the sitting hen. We were mueh
amused at her behaviour.  As soon as the male was oub of
sight, she would leave the nest and =it on a nearby branch
preening herself. She would return to the eggs and settle
herself just before he returned with the next mouthful of insects,
which she would accept with great fussing and fluitering. This
was repeated many times while we waiched. We were foreed
to suspect that she was obtaining maintenance under false pre-
tonces.  Ax the weather was warm. the cggs evidently came
to no harm. On our next visit a forinight later the nest was
deserted, and we caught a glimpse of the parents feeding young
hirds in high branches not far from the nesting stte.

The male, like hiz relative, the “Willie Wagtail.” 1s &
courageons little fellow in defence of his home. While we
watched he drove mway any bird which came within several
chains of the nest. A Sacred Kingfisher (Haleyon sanctis) was
quickly put to flight; but a pair of Tan-iniled Cuekons (Caco-
mantis flabellifera) pave him much trouble. They were prab-
ably mating. and flew wildly herc and there through the trees
nttering discordant eries. Jaeky attacked vigorously whenever
they intruded on his domain, and finally thev flew to other
parts.

A cheerful little friend to man, our enjovment as he brightly
calls “Peter Peter,” 1= unalloved, as his diet of insects is all in
the orchardists’ favour.




