s
Little Penguin rEedyptale miner) on nest &t The Nobbies, Phillip
[sland, Yictoria.
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Toung Haorsficld Bronze Cuckoo, in nest of Superh Blue Wren,
i by b, Likekisar I 5 ib LT,

Hooded Robin, in immature plumage, at nesi.
Fhara By Alex, [E Selby, B A ALT
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Camera Craft

Little Penguins on Philiip Island, —Oue of the nuieresting
fentnres of Phillip Tdand s the small rookery of Littie Pen-
guins [ Eudyptole ponor along Shelly Beach, at tlie Nobibies
The birds nest there freely during November and December in
each venr, usnally =electing a =halliw burrow or the spaec nvler
a drooping bush of waremn geass, in which fo iy 1heir two
divty white eges. When | visited the rookery eariy in Decom-
ber, 1925, 1 found the bivds were in various stages of breeding.
Some were still sing on cges, while I other nstanees inily
feathered voung were concenling thetiselves under the hushes,
I have been informed by the Chiet Tnspector of Fisheries anid
Gatoe (Mr. 1% Lewis1 that the rookery 1= helng rapidly depieted
by froxes, which make destructive ratd: upon the hirds. AL
though elorts are being ade to exterminate the foxes o the
islamdd, 1 i= ferred thiad the Tenonin: witl be nuable to mainiain
theiv extstence in any monhers muelt longer. - D Thewsex,
lHon. Gon. See, RAOLU,

* # >

Horsfield Bronze Cuckoo and Blue Wren, - When o it
of o Buperh Blue Wren (Malwrus eyanons] was lonrnd near
Lilvdale in November, 18925, there were four part'y ineiated
epos in i, but o fortnight later one voune Tivd il been
hatehied and the other cpgs were mising. The Hedoling even-
ualiy proved (o be a Torsfield or Narrow-billed Bronze Cuehon
i halettes bsalis). TU had appavently ieeted the voung
Wreens [ronn the nest s zoon as they were hatelosd, thouaele
trace of them eonld Le found on the gronnd heneath the noest
The vorneity of the Cuekoo kept s foster parents canstantly
enanaed in zuppiving it with fond, A week lafer the voung
Cuackime wie almost fally feathered, amil had developed =0
rapid Ly it it Tiaed hmrst the entranee ol the nest 1o fwiee s
natnrsl <ize. <D Dickisox, A0, Meihourne,

* * »

The Nesting of Hooded Robins. - -Iaviug spent much tine
in observing the ne<ting habits of TTooded Robing (I elomndvpox
eucnllate ), 1 was beginning to feel =ure that the male hird took
ne part in the incubation of epgs or feeling the yonung, While
phntugraphing the female, however, T was plensantly surpriszed
tn see o made arrive and feed the voung while the female was
aheent. 1 snapped him, but was dizappninted to (ind that the
negat've wu< o tere blur, thoueh the exposure was ouly 1-60
sec. The folliwime week [ iried again, and suceceded in get-
ting a fair picture. in epite of har-h lighting effeeta. Jtowill
be noted that this particular male i nof in marre plamage, the
deep black of the fullfledoed male being shown only as a
darker prev. e was very brsv, and made ey teips
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to the nest while T was watehing, though he knew 1 was there,
m fuck, T was nut more than eight feet away when 1 released
the shutter by means of a thread. The camera was 20 inches
from the bird. The hen Robin was remarkably tae, and ap-
parently indilerent to the presence of the eamern, but the wale
was tather shy,  The nest was low down In a grape vine,  Since
then | have ~fartled @ male from anether nest, but this nest also
had svoung bird: in it. =0 wow T oum o of opinien that the
inades cotnetitnes lewd the young  This sceond mule was in
[ull phuonage, but 1 have never seen a male go to the nest when
ihe hen s =iftting,  DPerliaps other members have. -Avkex. D,
Serny, B AOU, Quantong PO, Vie

* # *

The Little Wattle-Bird.—uring ithe spring month- the
Little Wattle-Bieil (Ll edhorlien ehseptera) 35 muach in evi-
denee sneaie the covdens of the Noeth Shore zuburhs of Svd-
nev. Manyv inguiies are made b Toeal resiilents reganiing the
Bivd that nralos g s ol mrise. o it is nod surprizing that
ita piereisterd vnneons squnwkes Tove mude 1eore fauiloe than
the muny olher dendzens of aure Qowering <hmbs, Meo 110 Wl
<tenhelne hos givens o acevunt of the nesting hahits of o pair
which reareld their voung in his ganden at Wabiraoneu (Ewio,
NNV, pp 302300, During September a paiv b= often o
be seen feeding onoa ehiuup of warafubi= o my home. T Liad
several attempts in photngraph thew e thi= situation, but m
-pite of my patienee they aiwivs kept way from the partieuiar
flower an which my camera was focuszed, At the time of writ-
e, Moy, s paie e Jown evers day o ripe persinmiams in the
gardeit. The leree Red Watde-Bied (A nthoeliwra camraen.
fafer) G also there, bt never i eompeay with ihe forer s and.
wherens the Tarne filoves renally denote their presenee by their
foritiar erfess e others are eomparatively <ileat at present.
Heramin, Ehave tried oy Taek with the enmera, but {be =ame
cesttlt with the senatndbie B o fae leld tewe for the perstm-
won-. In Okisbwr, 19260 T spent a day o the nest in Mro Wil
sonbnhioes carden, mentianed ahove, but white Twas there the
patrend Divda visied e nest ondye twiee, and the in had posi-
tinms T plictosravhy, T September, the fllowing vear, |
fonned o<t e move eonvenientty placed than the former.
wis sttuat d shont nive Geet up dnoa <l sapline, near a0 fre-
quented path, Tl elumsy straetines was pliced ot the jnaetion
ol hertzendad twic ond owine (o Qe wind that was then hlow-
ine, Tz dombtfng i the hirds wondd cot thelr nesdlings =ufely
awny. The nest, when fomdl eondained o vonne bivd and
e, which Datelied s afer. One afievioon o fow dovs Toter
Fottuined o few pietnres af the bivd ot 1Tis nest The trec was
fed Brmly on seenunt of o =t kveeze, and some of 1he nene-by
saplites were hend eeide 1o expee the nest o the sun. - The
bird e vendily, nid when scitled, had to he touched with a
stick to bo di<tnrhed alhongh miee or fwive she staved away
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The (Hive-backed Oriale eating 4 Pomeg@rnnnte.
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for a considerable time.  Several other bird photographers
visited the nest later, but with disappointing results. Perhaps
the bird was aware of the frailness of her tree, and the wind
blowing at first had the desirable effect of bringing her more
readily to her home. -— H. C. Barry. R.A.0.U., Wahroonga,

New South Wales.

Stray Feathers

Early Nesting of Birds in North-eastern Vietoria. —The
present early season has had a marked effect on the nesting of
many birds. During the early part of May, I was surprised to
observe in the Chiltern district, Eastern Rosella Parrots
(Plotycercus eximius) preparing nesting hollows in fence posts
—a favourite site, since the available natural hollows have been
polluted by Starlings. On 8th May, a pair of Eastern Shrike-
Tits (Falcunculus frontatus) had a nest almost ready for eggs.
Several nests’ of birds of prey, probably Whistling Eagles
(Haliastur sphenurus), which were examined, contained fresh
green eucalyptus leaves, indicating that the nests were soon tfo
be cccupied. Bird life was prolific in the district, a list of
seventy species being made during a fortnight’s observation.. -

Twenty-four species were noted in an afternoon outing with

the scholars of Cornishtown State School.—N. A. R. ArNoLD,
R.A.0.U., Melbourne. '
Migrants to Northern Tasmania in 1928. —Although the
Welcome Swallows, Wood-Swallows and most of the Pipits left
at the end of March (there was a spell of rain and cold during
the first week of April), yet one pair of Welcome Swallows
{ Hirundo neoxena) remained about the streets right through
the winter, and seemed to pick up a good living.. The same
species was also noted in Launceston. In Hobart one individual
was geen on a building at the corner of two principal streets on
3rd July, so that a few pairs evidently winter with us through-
out the island, and not only in the comparativelv mild north-
west. A Fan-tailed Cuckoo (Cacomantis flabelliformis) was
heard in a Launceston garden at the end of June, and on 7th
July, a warm, spring-like morning, one was sitting on my garden
fence, uttering the double-whistle, which is the representative of
the “Cuckoo” note of the British bird. This individual had a
bright rufous throat and breast, much more so than the usual
run of these birds. On 6th May, several Pipits (Anthus aus-
tralis) appeared, feeding in a cultivated paddock, and on 25th
June three more were seen in a rough grass paddock. On 28th
July, a Fan-tailed Cuckoo was calling with the soft trill, as dis-
tinguished from the double-whistle previously heard. No Spine-
tailed Swifts (Hirundapus caudacuta) were seen last summer
(Dec., 1927, to April, 1928) by myself, althongh a friend told
me that on 14th March he saw a small party pass over Devon-
port at 6.30 p.m., flying fast, and heading north-west, as if






