| mme 0 i:he f&eﬁieﬁ mturaizst thazz i:he |
Departments in each State be asked to mstaﬁf;gz _":sf Biid I}azz_]_
{é} Th&ﬁ&iilﬁi&ﬁth of ’Z‘e:aahez’s Training ééiigg&s Eshmlé:'fﬂ :
1o pa *.i;es%;s in nammi;

‘knife.  In this respect we recommend that the I
- as now: obtains in all the eastern States.
stﬁrsf mxﬁ

Thai; m aﬁy ;_éffmght«“s%mﬁ}xm area, 0T arms, ahs&iﬁte
ané full protection should be extended to all forms of native

~» . fapna and flora. éﬁ&@}:&?mg {}f sm:h (im*mg ﬁshe pem@d or .
it ;}ama&s of émzxght ----- | LD

(S%gned) "fzfr_ﬁi* |

R AWSON WHITLOOK,
| '-555§3 L. SERVENTY. 'f.: SRR R E s
J&X’TEES ?QLL&R}} |

Et is agsm_m qz;eg%:m it bii’{i {}bﬁewers zmé mﬁeemﬁ»

-fﬁ_ﬁy mahse the effect: of the avian life on the ea&m%;zy
generally.  Bird economics will probably ‘be of more, i

portance in the future tha:& systematic ornithology. The -
“writer Hag been f@rmzlate in having had the opportunity of . -
seeing the position as it exists in s;:}amely settled distriets, =

and itiwould appear that i}aem ig 2 great need for more
" attention being given to the economic study of bird-life.

. Hoofed animals are scattered all over the c{mni;w, Whez*e- R
{}?&gmaﬁy stzfy%::_zmuw animals existed. This means that

5.;;&&% is now no natural i}a}a:s}{:e such’ as would h&‘%‘% i}aen';;:ig.gj .

...............

.....

pes o
ﬁ_;ﬁv m}é i%;fe hﬁiawﬁy E“h@ Easses {:aszseci I?:zy thege g}@sts ‘%}{}%h_ |
- directly and indirectly is a very heavy drain on our prog-

~perity. In the ease of cattle, it would appear that much of -

f;f:}"ﬁze 3;(}53% 13 eaﬁseﬁ bv ‘é%zezf mzmmg in mmtry xx%z&‘fe”; :




auR LE SOUEF, Eeonomic Value of Birds [;‘;"ff;:;‘i‘ll
special investigation. The native birds which are tick-
caters are the Ibises, the Crows, and the Magpie-Lark (or
Grallina) ; the last being known in the Kimberley distriet
as the “Stock Inspector,” as there are always a few of them
to be found near wells where cattle come to waler. When a
beast comes in it will often stand still while the birds pick
the ticks off it. One can see the birds walking under the
animais and jumping up to take such of the parasites as
may be visible. Neither the Ibis nor the Magpie-Lark is
numerous in this district, and as both birds are associated
with water their field of usefulness is in any case restricted.
The natlural enemies of the cattle-tick, both in India and
Africa, are Ox-Peckers (Buphaga) and a Drongo
(Dicrurus).

While veferring to Northern Australia, it might be
mentioned that another phase of bird economy in that
region is the enormous number of Budgerigars (Melopsii-
tacus unduletus), and many species of Finches. They
exist in countless millions, and one cannot help wondering
if they have any effect on the plant-life of the country.

IFrom the economic standpoint, the Wedge-tailed Eagle
(Uroactus audaz) is probably the most important of all the
birds, and it appears to be the least understood. All over
the continenl a price is put on its head, because it is
reputed to kill sheep and lambs. Thousands of eagles are
destroyed annually because of this charge. My own experi-
ence, in a district where eagles were in hundreds and lamb-
ing ewes in thousands, is that I have yet to see an eagle
tackling a live sheep, The sheep owner's stand in the
matter is logical—he is naturally adverse to having on his
property a bird that is capable of killing his stock. How-
ever, there is another side to the question in that the bird
of prey helps to keep kangaroos and rabbits in check, and
also to get rid of carcases, which would otherwise serve as
breeding grounds for blowflys. Could any sheep owner
prove the fact that eagles kill 100 healthy sheep a year
out of the ene hundred millien available? It appears that
the matter should not be left haphazard to the flockowners
to decide, but should be investigated from its economic
standpoint in the interests of the country generally.

The crow is another bird whose true economic position
requires careful investigation. It is Australia’s natural
scavenger, patrolling the whole continent, cleaning up any
refuse it can find. In settled districts this bird has deve-
loped, it is said, the objectionable habit of picking out the
eves of living sheep and lambs, With this faclor against it,
no one can hold a brief for the crow, for no sheep owner
is prepared to see animals suffer without thirsting for
vengeance. But the economic factor must not be lost sight
of, as the birds appear to be of marked value in other
directions, and probably only a small minority do any
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