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Destructive Civilization in New Zealand
By R. H. D. STIDOLPH, R.A.O.U., Masterton, N.7Z.

PART 11

Aw already indicated, introduced birds are now jriirtici-
larly numerous in all parts of the country { New Zealand ).
ome species, such as the Chaflineh, Song Thrush  and
Blackbird, cven penetrating to the depths of the most exton-
sive forests. They have so largely supplanted native hivds
in all settled districts that they constitute ninely per cent,
of the bird-life of such areas. The efforts ol acelimatizing
various alien species have alveady been deall with exten-
sively elsewhere, and there is no need 1o go into details here,
except to mention that so greal was the mania tor estab-
lishing foreign birds in New Zealand thuat allogether 1.3
species were liberated,  [n many cases, it must be admitted,
the attempts made were very fecble ones, but out of this
array ol introductions thivly-two apecics have  actually
become estublished and many now exist in almost countless
numbers. Unaided by man, several specics have found their
own way to the outlying islands, an interesting example of
Lthe migratory impulse which must have impelled these hivds
to leave the mainland. We can summarize the position of
the introduced birds on the mainland (Nevth and Seath
Islands) as follows:—

Generally distribuled in suitable localities:  Black Swan
{Chewopis atrvate), Pheasanl (Phasianis eolehiewsy, Cali-
fornian Quail (Cedlipeple califernien), Rock Pigeon (ol
umbe {feiv), Greenfineh (Chloris chloris), Chatlinehy (Frip-
gitle coelebs), Lesser Rodpoll {Acanthis caberet)y, Goldfineh
(Cardeelis eardieles), House Sparrow {Pusser dogesticis),
Yellow-hammer  (Ewmberize  eitrivella),  Sony Thrush
{Turdus philomelos), Blackhivd (Turdis geeridoy. Hedge
sSparrow {(Prunella wodwlaris), Skvlavk (Adavdea vrecpsis),
Common Slacling (Sturius vedgori<), White-hacked Magpie
(Gumuorhing hppoleuce ).,

Restricted distribution (only established in certain dis-
tricts) @ Mallavd (Awas  pleiprhgpehisy, Canuda Gooso
(Birawia canadeasis), Virginian Quail {(Orfpae rivaioioarsy,
Brown Quail (Sgunoiens vustralisy, Swamp Quail (Nyioicns
ppsilophorus), Little Owl (Atherwe woctiey, White Coelo-
too  (Rakotoe polervifa), Bastern Rosella (2ofyes reps
crinices), Laughing Kingfisher  (Beecle ginas) . Siskin
{Cerduelis spines), Linnet (Aeawthis connabiney, Bull-
finch (Pyevhiale pprrhoda), Civl Bunting (F e vize eirlee)
[ndian Myna (Aeridothores Gristis), Black-Thacked Maopie
(CGumporhine Tibicei), Rook {Coreus frepilegisy,

Katablished in outlving Islands :—Kermadees -Goldiineh.
Song-Thrush. Blackbird, Siarling. Chathams—Calitor-
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nian Quadl. Greenfineh, Goldfinch, House Sparrow, Song-
Thrnsh, Blackbird,  Auncklnd Islands—Goldfineh, Dlaek-
Lird, Campbell Talands —Lesser Redpoll, Goldfinch, House
Sparrow, Starling, Antipodes Talands—Goldfineh.

One of Lhe mest pleasing features of hird-life at thae
monent = 1he tendeney on the part of several native bivds
which have hitherto Leen vestricted to a forest halitat to
Lecome oelabtished inosettled districls, independent of the
Lusl, Al the Lush =pecics cpnumerated in the openlie
srticle as being genevally distributed have already become
e extabli<hed in most distriers. The Morepork exisls even
in the parks of our larger citics, where there is no native
Lush o the Shining Cuchon frequents town gardens = veadily
s Lhio countyvside or bush areas; the Grey Warblor is well-
Qisteibuled ey ervwhere inoall classes of country SUEEYIng
any irees whatover: the Pled wanlail (and the Black Fan-
failin the South Island) is admost as equally distrihuted bhut
i mnel smaller mumbers, The Tomtits of both elinds aye
inelined to forsahe the shelter of native bush in cortain
districts: the Tai has establishied itself as a breeding Epecios
i osomue instances in town gardens: and the Silvereve is
entively independent of Torest, 11 it feels wo inclined,

tn addition to these specics, there is some evidence to
show that the native Pigeon can live heyond the confnes of
the forest, where i reecives adequale protection. A case iz
on reeord swhere i pair of Pigeons hus inhablted for over
{orty vears a plantation and a neighbouring pateh of beeeh
bush svound a Canterbury sheep station, and has actinly
brod in the plantation. and another instance is related
whete a pair bred inoa pine plantation in the sume district.
The little Riflemuan was observed the other day by the
writor on a hillside growth of gorse and Liroom., two intro-
dneed shrubs, bordering ¢ main highway, while another
phserver records ils existence in a Phies plantation in the
South Islapl.  In Canterbury the specles 13 also stated to
inhabit eardens in the neighbourhood of Waimate, and
i osome coces 15 osaid to nge holes in houses o heds as
nesting =ites,  The Whitchead of the North Island s found
in detiehed arens of bush, but as vet has shown ne ereat
Yiking 1o Jeave its natural home, although the writer has
recently seen it inoan orchard o a Mangawceka farm,
adjacent to riverside bush, I ihe South Island vcapecialiy,
the Bell-bind i g common visifor 1o town gardens, oven
in elose proximily to large towns, and in the North Island
it is oceasionally scen in Ruealiptos plantations  near
foreste.  All these instances indicate that there is =ome
pei=on to hope that in time it is possible that the bivds
aill become cstablished as permanent vesidents In town
gardens and countryaide plantations,  Their evolution will
Le watched with interest, and also that of the introduced
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<pocics, which, with o different environmnent from that
in their nataral home, mayv develop into new apeciess Cop
tainby on that sccount thelr inlrvoduction will prove an
Miferesting exporineit.




