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[Seceieh ¢ockp, a bockiet of verses Tor childeen. Baobl AL Red
wrave, Price, 2040

The author, whose volume of bird-verses for children.
entitled “Feathered Fuvourites™, was recently reviewed in
e Fower, has produced another booklet, which is a series of
vhymes devoted to the more familiar Cockatoos and Parrots,
Mr. Redgrave 12 confined to his room, vet with no oppor-
tunity of observing the birds in the field he nevertheless
appears to o seiwe on typical attributes of the birds he de-
seribes, Morcover he is including hand-coloured sketches,
and whilst he sayvs there 1= a4 tremendous amount ol work
involved in the colouring, yet he hopes thai the “coloured
line drawings will encourage children to copy them”--a
Liudable hope.

The author is doing admirable work, because his simple
“ketehes and easy rhymes should prove fascinuling to ehil-
dren-——our future ornithologists.  And there is distinet
merit o some of the verses -those devoted to the Superk
Purrot and the Budgerveah in particular.  The =entimend
is righl -——protective withoul being mawkish,  Ar. Rodgrave
appears keen on his work, and it Iz to be hoped that its
success will be such as 1o spur him on to further cffor{s.-—
{".E.B.

LEhe Nudifieadivin of Rivds of the Indivg Eppive. By B CL Stuart
Bager, CLEGREL AR Vol I pp. 1560 {including 28 pages
of frles b 4 plates. Tavler & Trancis, Fleet Strect, Twndon. |

The second velume of this very instructive and interesting
work was published on 31st May last, and covers lwelve
tamilies, viz.:—Twrdida, Muscieopide, Lapiida, o i
eagidae. Artearide, Dievuvida, Sploddw, Regalida, Tre-
wida, Cipinlida, Groerdida and Steriddae. [t deals wilh
species nd sube-species numbered 481 1o 1007 {(both inclu-
sived, vach of which is treated in a manner similar to that
adopted in the earlier volume.,  The following senera which
appear on the Aastealian list are referved fo in the present
volume:—Ohreocinele, faloge.  Avtapins. Chibic,  Aero-
cophelns, Cistieoly and Oedolis.  TU will Thus be =een that
the special interest for ornithologists in Australia s well
sustained.  Descriptions of nesis and eggs in these genera
indicate that they are similar to the nests and eges of our
birds in the saume sencra. In the genus Cisficole detadls are
givet of two sub-species of O, exilly,

A comparison of vernacular names used i this work with
those adopted for the second cdition ot our Theelklisf gives
soveral items of interest,  Thus in the genus Orcociiela
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the name Mountain Thruash is used, and some ot these
Thrushes are found at elevalions up to 11000 feet; for our
list the word “Ground” was substituted tor “dountain”
hecanse our 2pecies may be found not only in the hills, but
also in the coastal serubs a few feet ubove the level of {he
sea, In India all birds in the gewera Lulogs and G-
eafrs ave known as Cuckoo-Rhrikes, whilst we have apnlied
the name Triller to those in the genus Lalege.  Indinn Divds
in the genus Arfewrs are called Swallonv-Shrikes, awd on
our list thovy appear as Wood-Swallows,  For information
with regard to two species which have been introduced to
Audtraliv one may tuen o this volume., These are Nty
cudgeris, the common Starling, and Aeridofhier s fristis, the
common Myna, both of which have multiplied rapidly in
thiz country.

The wealth of bird life in the Indian Empire. as well ns
the completeness of the index to the volume under review.
iz indicated when one finds under the heading “Flycalcher”
cighty #pecies and sub-species,—J AR,

L¥he Bivds of Nippop. By Prinee Taka-Tsukasa, Vel 3 paer 2,
pp. Tl-1Es D Vo XNVLD L FLoand G Withierha, Lendon: Yolenilao,
Tuleyo.]

The sceond parl of this work contains what one would
have cxpected to find in the first part—an extensive deserip-
tion of the physiography of the Japanese Empire (inclnding
the mandated terriiorvies), a muiler of some imporiance,
considering that in all ornithological work ceoloey s ve-
ceiving ever-inereasing attention,  Four forms of birds only
are dealt with, and these represenl but two  species—
Syvnerfiens za pomerrbid (Temminek) and Phasinmes repe
stealap Vieillot, so that when it is considevod that over ity
pages are devoted to four forms, it will L seen that the
details of cuch ave extensive. The well-known Gireen Pheas-
ani, regarded as the best of game-birds, hus heen introduecd
nearly all over the world, and is well establi=hed in Europe,
North America, St Telena, New Zealand, and Hawain, Con-
siderable variation oxists in this bird, chielly in the tail---
the colour varving even in the swme Lrood.  In addition,
albinos, partial albinos, grev variants, melanistie forms and
bufly varianis are recorded, and, in fact, not uncommon,
This bird and other Pheasants are snared and otherwise
apturcd by the Japanese in considerable numbersa— ahede”
decoys, snares, dogs and call-whistles all boing u=ed for such
purpose,  Under Sprnidficus sconiiicivingii swninieriingld
tt ix recorded that “The Copper Pheasants in Kyvushn seem
as it they were horrving to extermination throueh the
ageney of the snares.”  From reports made by hol twenfy-
seven “Prefectural oflices™ it appears that 300,195 [Mheas-
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ants were caplured during the shooting season of 103247
The hitherto-existing diminulion In numbers Is, however,
Belng “alleviated greatly by rigid game-laws and the estab-
Hshment of game presorves.”

[ = recorded thad the Green Pheasunt attacks and kills
strithes, and whilst doubtless this is correst, some of the
lovies concerning this aspect are possiblyv legendary, or purt
ol folk-Tove, Tike the stitement that Odta distvict natives say
thad eharred tail-feathers of the Copper Pheasanl is an
clfective remedy Tor curlng running cars. Incidentally,
Japunese legends are ineluded in the general notes——in fact,
there Is practically no head of Information neglecled. for in
addition to these matters alveady mentioned, and the more
erthiodox ones o nomenelature  (ineluding  synonomy),
theseriptions of =oxes, (distribution, nidification, habils and
cetital noles, the work eonkains also sceounts of hirds in
captivity, excerpis from other accounts, und much of general
mformation.  Several pages are devoled to proofs of
Pheasant=" susceptibiliiy lo impending carthquakes.

Three colovved plates and o number of  photogravure
plates are included—some of the Lilter are nol quite us
detined s they might he.

-(LE.B.



