. The E
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b7, mlddle toe with claw 51.5 mm. Primary 1 exceedmg longest
secondary, 17 mm, Primary 4 exceeding primary 7, 86 m

“Comparison: The considerable wing-length and pomted wmg rule
out C. bennetti, Cecilue has a longer and stronger bill, blunter wing,
and (already after the post-juvenile moult) snow-winte feather-bases
everywhere, In the coloration of the feather-bhases difficilis approaches
most nearly certsin specimens of coronoides (almost gradation from
whitish base towards black tip), but corenocides has a very much
longer and stronger bill,” [ibxg p. 125].

It is to be noted that difficilis is based on a single specimen, which
may be either a mutant or a hybrid, and its status must remain in
dRoubt for the present. The bird is possibly an aberrant Australian

aven,

Stresemann makes a number of important observations on the
comparative morphelogy of the crows of the Indo-Australian region,
and includes in the paper a table giving dimensions of specimens
examined by him. The paper ig a notable contribution to our know-
ledge of the Corvus species concerned.—E.F.B.

Fairy Wrenz.~-Such ‘conversation pieces’ as A. H. Chisholw’s ‘Fairy
‘Wreng’, placed between elementary hird accounts and learned exposi-
tions, must serve a distinctly useful purpose in nature education.
Take an attractive group and present a miscellany of itz characteris-
tics, spiced with touches of its origins and history—that iz the recipe.
The wrens of the genera Malurug and Rosing have few peers for
such a presentation.

The plate of wrens accompanying N. W. Cayley's What Bird is
That? and half-tone photos. are included, so reagers may confirm
the author’s account of their beauty.

We do not know whether retention of the so-called White-backed
Wren is purposeful or accidental, but, quite apart from the fact that
most ornithologists regarded that bird as a ‘sport’, the Cheeklist
committee officially combined it with the White-winged Wren (M alum
lenconotus—olim cyanotuz) in Qctober 1947.--CE.B.

News and Notes

A meeting of the Union was held at the lecture hall of
the National Museum, Melbourne, on July 2. About 40
members and friends heard a talk by Mr. E. 8. Hanks on
cuckoos and the origin of the parasitic habit in birds—
an interesting discourse with a world-wide range, and
intreducing particularly observations on the cowbirds of
America by Dr. Freidman and on the English Cuckoo by
Edgar Chance.

The remainder of the evening was taken up by an in-
formal discussion on the subject. Reference was made to
records of the Black-eared Cuckoo in the vicinity of Mel-
bourne—at Bayswater, Little River and Toolern Vale. Con-
sideration of how many records are there of Australian
cuckoos actually seen laying brought discussion of a num-
ber of instances, including a record by Mr. A. 1. Selby
who had seen a cuckoo lay its egg on the ground and then
carry it to a nest.

Mr, P. Croshie Morrison drew attention to how little
was known about the Australian cuckoos and particularly
the matter of where they went after leaving southern
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Australia. It was suggested that members of the Union
throughout Australia be asked specially to observe and
forward notes on this question, and to record any other
facts that would assist in building up a life history of
these birds. We ask—"Will you please make a particular
effort in this direction.’

ADVERTISEMENTS

A member has the following for sale—The Emu, vols. 4
to 36 (with all supplements) except vol. 10 pts. 1 and 2,
vol. 25 pt. 1, vol, 28 pts. 3 and 4, vol. 29 pts, 1 and 4. In
all there are 126 parts, mainly in good order, some parts
with glue eaten off the backs, but in good condition for
bir;ding. An interleaved Checklist, 2nd edn. goes with this
‘set’.
Another member has the following for sale—The Emu,
vol. 22 complete, and vols. 24 to 43 except vol. 25 pt. 2,
Zgl. 26 pis. 1 and 2, vol. 30 pt. 4, vol. 35 pt. 3 and vol.

pt. b,

In respect of each of the foregoing lots offers should be
sent to the Hon. Editor.

Another member wishes to purchase the following—The
Emat, vols. 1 and 2 complete, vol. 3 pts. T and 4, vol. 8 pt.
B (with index), vol. 9 pt. 3, vol. 19 pt. 1 (with index to
vol. 18), vol. 20 pts. 1 and 3, vol. 22 pt. 2, vol. 28 pts. 1
and 2, vol. 24 pt. 1. Advise Hon. Editor of price and any
other details. )

REPRINTSE

Misunderstandings having arisen over Emu reprints, it
is intended to place on record certain facts and suggestions
so that authors will be aware of the conditions that will
apply in future.

Up to 25 reprints will be given free to authors who require
them and advise to that effect and do not arrange to bear
the cost themselves. These will be of the article just as
it appears in The Emu, retaining the original pagination,
and, depending on its length and its position, possibly with
extraneous matter at the beginning and/or end. The Editor
endeavours, as far as possible, to place articles of which
separates are required so that they will commence on a
right-hand page and finish on a left-hand page but that
is very often not possible. Other considerations are the
placing of illustrations and the desirability of confining
contributions to single formes. Making-up is one of the
most irksome of editorial tasks,

Some authors require the removal of extrancous matter
and the addition of covers either plain or printed. Qthers
require a large number of separates. Such requirements
increase the cost, first because the machines are held up
during printing, next beecause il is often necessary to un-
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lock particular formes, alter them, and then relock them
prior to reprinting, and lastly because of possible waste of
paper. If formes are required to be anlocked, the labour of
re-imposing the type greatly increases the cost. Compare
the figures shown below.

As an example of paper wastage, if an author requires
some hundreds of separates of an article extending over
say 6 E'ma pages, then, as there are 16 pages to a forme,
there would be 10 pages wastage for each separate printed,
and in such a case, it is preferable to re-impose the type
and print again.

In future anthors requiring reprints are requested to
attach a separate page at the top (beginning) of their
contributions with these details—(a) name and address,
(b} number of reprints required, (c) a statement whether
or not the removal of extraneous matter is required, (d)
an indication of whether or not covers are required, (e)
particulars of the legend (if any) required printed on the
covers. These will be handed to the printer, thus materially
assisting the Editor who hitherto has often had to search
through correspondence for details of requirements some-
tilmes repregented merely by a laconic request for ‘Reprints,
please’,

For those requiring more, or other, than a small number
of reprints as first described in this note, a quotation (if
required) will be given at the stage when the galleys have
been made up into pages, and expeditious acceptance, or
otherwise, will then be essentizl. Authors need not ask
for quotations if they are willing to accept the printer’s
charges. Postage will in all cases be added to the cost.

As an indication of approximate charges the following
tables are published. These must be accepted as subject to
slight changes according to conditions from time to time.

Emu Reprints
Extraneous matter not deleted
8 pp. 12 pp. 18 pp. 20 pp.
25 copies .. .. .. 6/8d. 8/6d. 11/6d. 15/-
Formes reimposed and extraneous matter deleted
. 8 pp. 12 pp. 16 pp. 20 pp.
25 copies .. .. .. 30/- 42/6d. 58/6d. T2/6d.
The following figures are of application in both cases:
For each
additional
25—add .. .. .. b5/6d. 7/6d. 10/- 13/64d.
Plain covers 3/6d. for 25; for each additional 25, add 3/-
Printed covers £1/1/- for 25; for each additional 25, add 4/-
Plates—Cost on request,

The date of publication was August 20, 1948,





