
278 LEARMONTH, AcIeI ie Petrquin Itnii.'.""

On the receipt of the above I set out to trace Antarctic
ships in southern Australian r,vaters dr-iring May, June and
Jri ly 1983.

1. The shipping records here (Port land) contain no such
records.

2. The Collector of Customs, Melbourne, said-
-  This departr rent  has no record of  any ship a l r . iv ing at  Mclboume
f lom thc Antalct ic  dul ing May, June and July 1933.

3. The Collector of Customs, Adelaide, wrote-
You are advised that  recolds held at  th is Port  d isc lose that  no vessel

lepol ted f lom the Antalct ic  dul ing May-Julv 1933.

4. The Collector of Customs, Hobart, urr6fs-
A pelusal  of  th is Department 's  inward shipping lcgiste l  for .  t l - re

months in quest ion levealed that  no ships ar . r ivcd f lom the Antarct ic .
i n  f a c t  n o n e  a l l i v c d  d u l i n g  t h t '  e n t i l e  y e a r .  t g 3 3 .

So the reports from all these southern shipping cities
seem to make it clear that the 'assisted passage' obstacle
can be ruled out.

Here is another angle to the problem. There is a definite
connection between sou'-$'est gales and the finding of storm-
washed birds on the Portland beaches. So I wrote to the
Director of Meteorology for the weather reports in May,
June and July 1933. Mr. L.  J.  Dwyer repl ied-

The posi t ion here is  that  lecords of  the beginning of  wi l r ter  1933
do not  extend beyond thc Austra l ian coast l ine.  Shipping' repol ts rvere
not common in those days .  .  .  and u.ould bc wel l  north of  the normal
habi tat  of  Adel ie Penguins.  Sea I 'ater  temperatures wel l  south of
f i f ty  degrees and the pol i t ion of  the pack jce boundar ies would,  i f  the
ice w.ere fur ther nol th than usual  and the water temperatures
abnolmai ly  lov ' ,  encourage the bi rd to sr ,v im fur thet .  north in search
of  food.  In th is respect  no info lnat ion is  held her.e,  and i t  is  unl ikely
that  any ships u 'ere in the region at  the t ime. In r .egald to odd
occurrcnces,  Admiral ty  Charts shou, that  in 1908 an icebelE was
sighted sone 150 mi les west  of  Cape Leeuwin,  so that  the appear.ance
of an Adel ie Penguin at  Port lancl  should not  be considered an
imposs ib i l i t y .

It only remains to be stated that the latitude of Cape
Leeuwin is nearly 300 miles north of Portland, and there
does not seem to be any evidence to show that the bird
identilied by Prof. Wood Jones was not a genlline Australian
record of an Antarctic resident.

Tree-Ducks on the Murray.-A flock of twenty-eight
Plumed Whistling Tree-Ducks arrived on the bank of the
Murray at Beverford on October 1, 1955. They have dis-
persed gradually and appear to be pairing. At present
(October 30, 1955) only six remain and have become quite
tame. Old local residents have not seen them hereabouts
before.-DERECK FnnNcH. Beverford. Vic. .  30/10,/55.
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