
mFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RAOU NEST RECORD SCHEME 

The return of cards for the 1978-79 season was out- 
standing in two respects: the number of cards returned 
(4,362) and the number of previously unrepresented 
species (24) added to the Scheme. The total number 
of cards submitted in 1978-79 is the highest since the 
Scheme began and reflects the increased effort by the 
many new participants of the previous year. The 
twenty-four species added to the collection came largely 
from northern Australian and offshore islands. 

PARTICIPATION 

Between 1 July 1978 and 30 June 1979, one hundred 
and four individuals joined the Scheme, now too 
numerous to list individually as in previous reports. 

One hundred and fifteen individuals and two cor- 
porate bodies contributed to the Scheme and these are 
listed in Table I. Cards were also received from 
Atlas Camp-outs. The number of contributors and the 
average return per contributor have increased since last 
season. There are thirty-four more contributors this 
season and the average return per contributor has in- 
creased from thirty-five cards in 1977-78 to thirty-seven 
in 1978-79. Now that there is a solid core of con- 
tributors in the Scheme, it may be possible to direct 
the type and method of information collected. The 
spread of participants throughout Australia may allow 
nation-wide projects to be initiated, perhaps concen- 
trating on the breeding of some species each season. 

TABLE I 

Contributors to the Scheme for 1978-79 
(number of cards in brackets after name) 

P. Allan, Vic. 
C. Allen, Vic. 
R. Allornes, G. Weber, NSW 
E. Atkins, WA 
Atlas 
B. Baker, SA 
A. Barnett, Qld 
D. Bates, NSW 
H. Bell. NSW 
C. Biggs, Vic. 
E. Birt, Qld 
C. Bond. Old 
E. ~ r i g ~ s ,  WA 
M. Brooker, J. Estbergs, 

M. Jones, ACT 
R. and M. ' ~ r o w n .  WA 
R. Buckingharn, ~ i c .  
D. Byrne, Vic. 
C. Chick, SA 
D. Close, SA 
R. Cooper, Tas. 
The Congreves, WA 
R. Cox, NSW 
T. Cox. SA 
F. Creer, NSW 
R. Crocker. Vic. 
B. Cross. ~ i c .  
C. crowe, NSW 
F. and H. Dann, Vic. 
P. Dann, Vic. 
S. ~ a v i e s ,  WA 
R. Draffan, Qld 
D. Drakes, WA 
R. Drummond. Vic. 
L. Dunkley, SA 
A. Elliott, QId 
M. Emmerson, Vic. 
J. Fearnside, Qld 
P. Fell. Vic. - . - - - - - - . 
A. ~ewste r ,  WA 
Fish. and Wildlife, Vic, 

K. and M. Fishlev. Vic. . , 
D. Franklin, Vic. 
T. Garnett, Vic. 
D. Geering, NSW 
B. Geddes, NSW 
N. Gibson, Qld 
C. Gill, SA 
B. Gilligan, NSW 
S. Gilrnore. Vic. 
D. Haig, ~ S W  
J. and P. Hall, NSW 
P. Harris. NSW 
S. Henry, Vic. 
L. Heinecke E. Boehm, SA 
S. Heron, Qld 
R. Hoare, Tas. 
M. Holdsworth, Tas. 
J. Houghton, NSW 
M. Howard, WA 
R. Howe, NSW 
B. Howie, NSW 
T. Hunt, SA 
J. Johnstone, Vic. 
L. Joseph, SA 
B. Kentish, Vic. 
0 .  Kershaw, NSW 
J. and P. Klapste, Vic. 
W. Klau, WA 
R. and D. Long, NSW 
K. Lowe, Vic. 
I. Lutz, WA 
T. Lynarn, WA 
K. Mack, SA 
J. Malone, WA 
S. Marchant, NSW 
J. Mattiske, Vic. 
M. Miles, Qld 
A. Morris. N. Kurtz. 

A. ~ r i t c h a r d , - ~ ~ ~  
J. McKean, W. Mason, NT 
M. McNaughton, NSW 

B. Newbey, WA 
0. Newrnan, Tas. 
R. Noske, NSW 
P. Park, Tas. 
J. Parry, Vic. 
J. Paton, SA 
P. Peake, Vic. 
K. Perry, WA 
P. Reilly, Vic. 
D. Roberts, Vic. 
B. Robertson, Vic. 
A. Rose, NSW 
V. Routley, NSW 
N. Schrader, NSW 
E. Sedgwick, WA 
M. Sharv. WA 
M. ~incfair, NSW 
T. Sinclair, Vic. 
P. Smith. H. Recher. 

Aust. Mus., NSW 
R. Smith, NSW 
H. Somerset, Vic. 
M. Spreadborough, Qld 
P. Stone, WA 
J. Tarr, NSW 
G. Tirrell, Vic. 
B. Traill. Vic. 
P. Tully, Vic. 
S. Unthank, Vic. 
J. Versace, Old 

VORG, ~ i c .  
L. Wall, Tas. 
R. and L. Waterman. 

E. Bennet, Vic. 
J. Whatrnan, ACT 
G.  Wilson, NT 
I. Wilson, WA 
J. Wren, Qld 
M, and B. Wright, SA 
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In the return of 4,362 cards, one hundred and 
seventy-four were submitted for previous seasons and 
the totals have been altered accordingly. Totals for 
seven species were substantially increased by (number 
of cards in brackets) : 

J. and P. Klapste Little Raven 
J. and P. Klapste Blackbird 

(81) 

P. Dann Sacred Ibis 
(76) 

P. Dann, K. Lowe Blackbird 
(54) 

K. Lowe Sacred Ibis 
(43) 
(42) 

J. and P. Klapste Australian Magpie (40) 
S. Marchant Eastern Yellow Robin (39) 

Breeding information from northern Australia, a 
highlight of the returns, was largely attributable to the 
efforts of J. McKean and W.R. Mason. A.K. Morris, 
N. Kurtz, A. Pritchard and P.S. Stone filled in many 
of the gaps in the cards for uncommon species. The 
larger contributions came from J. and P. Klapste 
(Elwood, Vic.), 467 cards; S. Marchant (Moruya, NSW), 
316 cards; and R. and M. Brown (Manjimup, WA), 
255 cards. As well as these outstanding contributions, 
all contributors deserve thanks for their time and effort 
throughout the season. 

RESULTS 

The total number of cards in the collection is now 
35,157 and the annual totals are as follows: 

Five hundred and twenty-two species are representea. 
Cards were received for twenty-four species not pre- 
viously represented: Masked Booby (P. Dann); Red- 
tailed Tropicbird (P. Dann); White-quilled Rock-Pigeon 
(R. Drummond); Sooty Tern (P. Dann); Grey Ternlet 
(P. Dann); Magpie Goose (J. McKean, A. Hertog); 
Green Pygmy-Goose (J. McKean, P. Pangque); Wan- 
dering Whistling-Duck (J. McKean, A. Hertog, F. 
Gigliotti); Radjah Shelduck (J. McKean F. Gigliotti, 
H. Thompson, A. Hertog); Glossy Black-Cockatoo (L. 

TABLE I1 
Species list of Nest Record Cards 

(only species with 200 or more cards) 

to 1977 1978 to 1977 1978 
1977 to78 to79 Total 1977 to 78 to 79 Total 

Australasian Grebe 
Little Penguin 
Black Swan 
Australian Kestrel 
Eurasian Coot 
Masked Lapwing 
Banded Lapwing 
Red-capped Plover 
Crested Pigwn 
Galah 
Welcome Swallow 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
White-winged Triller 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Rufous Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Grey Fantail 
Willie Wagtail 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Brown Thornbill 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird 
Noisy Miner 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Silvereve 
~ed-brbwed Firetail 
Zebra Finch 
White-winged Chough 
Australian Magpie-lark 
White-browed Woodswallow 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 
Little Raven 
Little Crow 
Blackbird 
European Goldfinch 
Common Starling 
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Joseph); Red-winged Parrot (J. McKean); Ground 
Parrot (R. Hoare); Blue-winged Kookaburra (W. Mason); 
Little Bronze-Cuckoo (J. Wren); Northern Fantail (W. 
Mason); Dusky Gerygone (M. Callanan); Slaty-backed 
Thornbill (P. Menkhorst, B. Gleeson); Scrub Tit (R. 
Hoare); Whitathroated Grasswren (J. McKean, W. 
Mason); Black-tailed Treecreeper (R. and S. Noske); 
Grey Honeyeater (J. Masters, V. Read, S. Bennett, 
P. Curry); White-gaped Honeyeater (I. McKean); 
Tawny-breasted Honeyeater (H. and J. Beste, J. 
McKean); Star Finch (the Congreves). 

During the year almost twenty individuals or organi- 
zations bqrrowed, or took data from, the cards of 
many specles. This shows that the value of the Scheme 
is being more widely realized than before. At the 
same time it must be emphasized that there are barely 
a dozen species yet with enough cards (>500) for a 
proper analysis of the breeding of particular species. 

OF NEST RECORD SCHEME 177 

PETER DANN, Department of Zoology, University o f  

Membershtp of the Scheme has doubled in the last 
two years and the Scheme ought to develop fruitfully 
in the years ahead. It is hoped to encourage as many 
people as possible to record nests after the Atlas is 
finished. Increased participation has been one of my 
primary aims during the past three years and I hope 
that the increased interest shown during this time will 
be maintained and that more emphasis will be placed 
on the analysis of data. 

During the year I was helped by Dawn Cameron, 
who capably managed the Scheme for two months 
while I was away. I also wish to  acknowledge the 
help given to me by Margaret Considine and Margaret 
Blakers at RAOU Headquarters. Finally, thanks must 
go to the participants who spend their time and effort 
finding and recording the information in the interests 
of Australian ornithology. 

Melbourne, Parkville, Vic. 3052. 




