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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

T his issue of the Bulletin updates HIV data reported
in the December 1990 edition and in a previous story
about HIV notification (Improved tracking for HIV, Public
Health Bulletin Vol. 1, No. 6, pp7-9).

B From this issue we include expanded information on
people reported with HIV infection (Table 1). The data
are reported by State HIV Reference Laboratories at the
Prince of Wales Hospital, Westmead and St Vincent’s
Hospital.

While we have excluded results of those cases known
previously to have tested HIV positive, previous testing
history was known for only 8 per cent of the total people
testing positive for HIV.

B An 8l-year-old woman with no history of tetanus
immunisation has been reported with tetanus. This is
the first notification of tetanus in two years. Ten days
before admission the patient scratched her leg while
working in her fowl house. We believe that immunisation
rates among the elderly are poor. The immunisation
status of adults requires periodic review. The NH&MRC
recommends 10-yearly booster immunisation against
diphtheria and tetanus — Adult Diphtheria Tetanus (ADT).

B More than 200 cases of measles were reported during
December 1990, making the cumulative total for 1990
the highest since 1981. Nine of 16 Area/Regional Health
Services notified cases of measles in November. Public
Health Unit staff are encouraged to seek serological
confirmation of index cases, to motivate immunisation
of contacts and ensure notification of all cases.

B Notifications for Ross River fever and arboviral infection
were lower in November and December than for the
same period in 1989. Cases were reported from the
New England Region in December.

B Cases of Q fever have been reported in four Regions.
The reporting rate for this condition was 27.1/100,000 in
1990 for the Central West, 10.1/100,000 for the combined
six country Health Regions and 0.19/100,000 for NSW.

B In 1990 reported salmonella infections rose by 30 per cent
compared with 1989, for a rate of 24.4/100,000 a year.
The Wentworth Area registered the highest rate of
42.9/100,000 — similar to notification rates in the

United States.

TOTAL CONFIRMED HIV POSITIVE

CASES? BY RISK GROUP?

AND SEX, NSW, 1984-90
Risk Group Male Female Unknown Total (%)
Homosexual/
bisexual 2053 13 137 2203 (24.8)
Heterosexual
contact 73 32 2 107 (1.2
IV drug use 118 35 13 166 (1.9
Gay/bisexual +
VDU 34 1 3 38 (0.4)
Heterosexual +
VDU 7 4 1 12 (0.1)
Receipt of blood
transfusion or
blood product 76 21 1 98 (1.1)
Vertical
transmission
(mother to infant) 10 4 3 17 (0.2)
Specified, n.ec? 73 10 18 101 (1.1)
Unknown 3433 225 2516 6174  (69.2)
Total 5877 345 2694 8916 (100)

1. See footnote 1 Table 2

2. Reported risk group categories differ considerably between laboratories.
Formal algorithms were used to merge categories.

3. Notelsewhere classified

INFECTIOUS DISEASE

NOTIFICATIONS, NSW

To end of December 1990

Number of Cases Nofified
CONDITION Period Cumulative
Nov. Nov. Dec. Nov. Nov. Dec.
1989 1990 1990° 1989 1990 | 1990°

AIDS 24 6 — 280 306 306
Amoebiasis - - - 7 9 9
Ancylostomiasis - - - - - -
Anthrax - - - - - -
Arboviral infection (NOS) - - - 1 3 3
Brucellosis = - - - 5 5
Campylobacter infection 111 153 7 1545 1717 1724
Chancroid - - - - - -
Chlamydia infection (NOS) 28 44 2 63 413 415
Cholera - - - = 1 -
Congenital rubella syndrome - - - - - -
Diphtheria - = - = = =
Donovanosis - - - - - -
Encephalitis (NOS) - - - 1 1 1
Food poisoning (NOS) - 4 - 7 26 26
Genital herpes 71 49 - 636 917 917
Giardiasis 48 23 1 610 547 548
Gonococcal ophthalmia neo. - - - 1 - -
Gonorrhoea 31 26 1 521 372 373
Hepatitis A - 6 - 56 32 32
Hepatitis B 24 17 1 416 397 398
Hepatitis C N/A 6 - N/A 37 37
Hepatitis unspecified - 6 - 117 12 12
HIv** N/A N/A N/A 785 335 -
Hydatid disease 1 - - 2 2 2
Infantile diarrhoea (NOS) 15 8 = 424 131 131
Legionnaires’ disease 1 2 = 49 25 25
Leprosy 1 = = 11 5 5
Leptospirosis 6 3 53 42 43
Lymphogranuloma venereum - - - - - -
Malaria 12 12 6 81 185 191
Measles 21 78 6 63 322 328
Meningococcal infection 5 2 - 51 80 80
Non specific urethritis 59 121 - 1447 1408 1408
Ornithosis - - - 4 1 1
Pertussis 54 - 168 133 133
Plague = = - - - =
Poliomyelitis - = - = - =
Q fever 1 9 - 102 139 139
Rabies - - - - - -
Ross River fever 5 2 - 388 250 250
Rubella 4 1 - 7 5 5
Salmonella infection 39 104 2 993 1294 1296
Shigella infection 4 6 3 66 124 127
Syphilis 10 25 - 277 316 316
Tetanus - 1 - - 1 1
Trachoma - - - - 2 2
Tuberculosis 72 31 4 423 468 472
Typhoid & paratyphoid 2 1 - 23 32 32
Typhus - - - - - -
Vibrio infection (NOS) - 16 - 14 25 25
Viral haemorrhagic fevers - - = = = =
Yellow fever - - - - -
Yersinia infection 12 - 73 125 125

* Preliminary data only

** Cumulative data — St Vincent's 1/1/89-30/9/89.

Westmead & POW 1/1/89-30/11/89 and 1/1/90-30/11/90.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFICATIONS,

BY HEALTH AREA & REGION, NSWw,

FOR NOVEMBER 1990

CONDITION CSA ESA SSA SWS WSA WEN NSA CCA ILL HUN NCR NER OFR CWR SWR SER Is U/K TOTAL
AIDS 0 7 1 = = = 1 - = 1 = = = - = = = 1 6
Campylobacter inf. 12 11 9 10 13 38 8 1 10 3 g 14 - 6 - - 9 = 153
Chlamydia inf. - 30 - - - 2 1 = - 1 4 4 1 - 1 - - - a4
Food poisoning (NOS) - - - - & 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 4
Genital herpes - 35 1 1 1 2 - - - 1 7 1 - - - - - - 49
Giardiasis 2 2 - - - - 1 - - 2 15 1 - - - - - - 23
Gonorrhoea - 12 1 7 - - 1 - - 2 2 1 - - - - - - 26
Hepatitis A - 1 - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - 3 6
Hepatitis B - - 2 4 1 1 4 - - - 2 1 2 - - - - - 17
Hepatitis C - - - - - 1 2 - = - 3 - - - = = - - 6
Hepatitis unspecified - 6 - - = - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6
Infantile diarr. (NOS) - - - - - - - - 6 - 2 - - - - - - - 8
Legionnaires' dis. - - - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 2
Leptospirosis - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 2 - 4 - 3
Malaria 1 - - 1 1 1 1 -— = 2 3 1 1 = = T g = 12
Measles 1 4 - 2 - - 3 = 12 27 9 8 = ~ - 12 = = 78
Meningococcal inf. - - - - - - 1 - - i - - - - - - - - 2
Nonspecific urethritis - 99 - 15 - - - - 5 - - 1 1 - - - - - 121
Pertussis - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 2
Q Fever - - - - - - - - - - 1 6 - 1 1 - - - 9
Ross River virus - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - 2
Rubella - - = = = - - - - - - 1 = = - - - = 1
Salmonella inf. 5 9 6 11 17 10 17 5 4 5 9 1 1 2 - 2 - - 104
Shigella inf. = i 1 2 = £ 1 Z 5 = 1 1 = et = = - = 5
Syphilis - 4 - 1 - 1 5 - - - 6 - & - - - 1 - 25
Tetanus - - - - - - = - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1
Tuberculosis 5 7] 6 1 5 - 2 1 - - 2 - 1 - - - 1 - 31
Tyghoid & ﬂaratyphoid - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3
Vibrio Parahaemolyticus - 1 1 2 9 - 1 - 2 - - - - - - - - - 16
Yersinia inf. - 4 1 1 1 - 4 - - - - 1 - - - - - - 12
TABLE 4

INFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFICATIONS,

BY HEALTH AREA & REGION, NSW,

JANUARY 1, 1990 to NOVEMBER 30, 1990

CONDITION CSA ESA SSA SWS WSA WEN NsSA CCA ILL HUN NCR NER OFR CWR SWR SER IS 0SS UK TOTAL
AIDS 61 121 19 7 12 7 41 3 5 10 6 3 - 1 2 1 - = 7 306
Amoebiasis - - 1 - 1 - - - 2 3 - - - - - - - - ]
Arboviral inf. (NOS) - - - - - 1 - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - - 3
Brucellosis - - - - - - - - - - 3 2 - - - - - - - 5
Campylobacter inf. 103 102 275 152 193 257 166 42 32 43 108 142 17 26 6 8 42 2 1 1717
Chlamydia inf. 1 231 2 5 3 3 2 = 25 15 64 50 7 - 3 1 - - 1 413
Cholera - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1
Encephalitis (NOS) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1
Food Poisoning (NOS) 1 - - - 8 2 3 1 - - - - - 1 10 - - - - 26
Genital herpes 2 662 1 17 9 27 3 3 15 26 85 46 8 8 1 - 4 - - 917
Giardiasis 18 25 53 18 26 27 37 28 - 31 230 33 9 7 - 2 2 - 1 547
Gonorrhoea 13 212 7 23 g i 5 2 4 2 15 30 24 18 4 1 1 - - - 372
Hepatitis A 1 5 - - 4 3 7 - - 1 1 3 - - 3 1 - - 3 32
Hepatitis B 8 90 12 68 22 8 27 6 T 6 36 34 58 3 6 4 2 - - 397
Hepatitis C 2 - - - 4 1 20 | - - 7 2 - - - - = = - 37
Hepatitis unspecified - 9 - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - 1 - - - - - 12
Hydatid disease - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - - - - 2
Infantile diarr. (NOS) - - - 5 4 16 - - 21 2 70 1 2 - - - - - - 131
Legionnaires’ dis. - 1 4 3 3 - 4 - 1 3 2 - - 1 - 1 2 - - 25
Leprosy 1 1 - 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 5
Leptospirosis - 1 1 - 3 - i) - 5 3 6 5 - 2 7 3 3 - 2 42
Malaria 15 27 8 8 16 4 51 2 10 13 10 S 2 4 6 1 1 1 1 185
Measles 1 9 18 5 3 1 6 2 14 155 65 25 - - 1 17 - - - 322
Meningococcal inf. 5 1 9 8 10 4 4 1 - 8 i) 13 3 2 - - - - 1 80
Nonspecific urethritis 1 1013 2 158 3 1 2 1 90 105 14 9 5 - 1 2 1 - - 1408
Ornithosis - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1
Pertussis 15 2 8 13 8 22 9 10 - 5 10 21 5 3 - 1 1 - - 133
Q Fever - 4 - - 4 - 1 1 2 3 29 37 9 41 5 1 2 - - 139
Ross River virus 1 4 1 1 - 1 2 1 5 26 96 48 16 7 24 - 12 1 4 250
Rubella - - - - - - = - = - 2 3 - - - - - - - 5
Salmonella inf, 80 75 108 155 148 105 179 33 56 58 98 67 37 20 28 26 20 - 1 1294
Shigella inf. 5 16 4 11 6 4 15 2 3 4 21 12 8 5 1 - 6 1 - 124
Syphilis 16 114 14 27 1 1 10 - 6 9 22 11 82 - 2 - 1 - - 316
Tetanus - - - - = = - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1
Trachoma - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - - 2
Tuberculosis 68 85 61 49 61 1 49 7 16 21 7 10 4 4 5 3 3 - 4 468
Typhoid & paratyphoid 1 6 1 2 3 2 3 1 3 3 6 - - - - - 1 - - 32
ViErio Parahaemolyticus - 1 3 3 9 ] 1 - 2 2 - - - - - - - - - 22
Vibrio SPP - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1
Vibrio Vulnificus - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 2
Yersinia inf. 19 13 12 14 8 5 24 1 1 1 16 6 2 - - 1 2 - - 125

Abbreviations used in this Bulletin:

CSA Central Sydney Health Area, ESA Eastern Sydney Health Area, SSA Southern Sydney Health Area, SWS South Western Sydney Health Area, WSA Western
Sydney Health Area, WEN Wentworth Health Area, NSA Northern Sydney Health Area, CCA Central Coast Health Area, ILL lllawarra Health Area, HUN Hunter
Health Area, NCR North Coast Health Region, NER New England Health Region, OFR Orana & Far West Health Region, CWR Central West Health Region, SWR
South West Health Region, SER South East Health Region, IS Interstate, U/K Unknown, OS Overseas, NOS Not Otherwise Stated

Footnote: The data contained in this Bulletin are provisional and subject to change because of late reports or changes in case classification. Data are tabulated
where possible by area of residence and by the disease onset date and not simply the date of notification or receipt of such notification.
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