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Handout 2: Impact of fire on small mammals

	Scientists monitored the impact of fire on small mammals at Booderee National Park, Jervis Bay.

Data was gathered one year prior and then four years after a major unplanned wildfire in 2003.

109 survey sites were set up covering various types of vegetation. 

Data indicates average numbers captured or spotlight observations per survey site.

Blank cells correspond to zero detection in that fire severity/trapping period class.

What does the data suggest after a major bushfire?
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	Brown antechinus 

	Fire severity
	2003 (pre-burn)
	2004
	2004/2005
	2005/2006
	2006/2007
	Average 

	unburned 
	3.14
	3.82
	2.63
	3.65
	3.28
	3.31

	moderately burned
	3.68
	2.65
	1.27
	1.83
	1.51
	2.05

	severely burned
	4.03
	1.95
	0.95
	0.79
	1.22
	1.49

	Average
	3.39
	3.06
	1.83
	2.49
	2.27
	2.56


	Common Brushtail Possum

	Fire severity
	2003

(pre-burn)
	2004
	2004/2005
	2005/2006
	2006/2007
	Average

	unburned 
	0.02
	0.12
	0.09
	0.21
	0.20
	0.13

	moderately burned
	
	0.35
	0.12
	0.33
	0.23
	0.22

	severely burned
	
	0.07
	
	
	
	0.02

	Average
	0.02
	0.12
	0.09
	0.21
	0.20
	0.13


	Common Ringtail Possum

	Fire severity
	2003 (pre-fire)
	2004
	2005
	2006
	Average

	unburned 
	0.82
	0.42
	0.64
	0.25
	0.53

	moderately burned
	0.31
	0.36
	0.21
	0.13
	0.25

	severely burned
	0.10
	0.16
	0.15
	
	0.10

	Average
	0.50
	0.35
	0.39
	0.16
	0.35
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