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Indigenous peoples have been placed under the colonial gaze of
health researchers for far too long. As the objects of health
researcher’s enquiry, Indigenous peoples have contributed to the
building of health researchers’CVs and careers. TheDeclaration
of Alma Ata (World Health Organization 1978) brought the
importance of full community participation for effective primary
health care to the centre, embracing planning, implementation,
management and evaluation of programs. Similarly, protocols
for ethical health research have, more recently, embraced the
imperative of meaningful engagement of Indigenous peoples in
all aspects of health research that focuses on Indigenous people’s
health and health care. Key publications that provide guidance to
health researchers about expectations and best practice include
‘Te Ara Tika Guidelines for M�aori research ethics: a framework
for researchers and ethics committee members’ (Hudson et al.
2010), ‘Guidelines for researchers on health research involving
M�aori, version 2’, (Health Research Council of New Zealand
2010) and the National Health and Medical Research Council’s
recently updated Indigenous health research guidelines and
‘Keeping research on track’ statement (National Health and
Medical Research Council 2018a, 2018b).

In developing this special issue, we were particularly
interested in health research conducted in Indigenous
communities that was driven by those communities and led by
Indigenous researchers. After a very strong response from the
expression of interest, we have a solid collection of work from
across Aotearoa (New Zealand), Australia and Hawaii. This
collection of papers reflects the focus the journal has on primary
health, documents both approaches andprinciples of relevance in
connection to Indigenous health and health care research, gives
some interesting examples of best practice, and reveals the
breadth of engagement in the field by Indigenous health
researchers. In addition, there are also articles that document
innovative approaches within medical education that engage
community extensively. Of the 20 papers included in the special

issue, 14 have Indigenous researchers as first author and all but
one have Indigenous coauthorship. We look forward to seeing
more of the literature reporting Indigenous health research
outcomes authored by Indigenous health researchers.
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