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  AN ATO M Y

supporting strip, called clypeus. The upper 
and lower lips help to keep the food in line 
with the mouth as well as provide protection 
to the more vulnerable mouthparts.

Thorax
The thorax houses most of the muscles. It 
consists of three segments: prothorax, 
mesothorax and metathorax. These are fused 
together and, from the dorsal view, only the 
upper part of the prothorax and usually only 
a small section of the mesothorax are visible.

The dorsal part of the prothorax is 
called the pronotum, which forms a 
protective shield, while the small, usually 
triangular section of the mesothorax, 
which lies at the base between the elytra, 
is the scutellum. This little thoracic 
sclerite is often reduced or even absent, 
however, in most cases it bears important 
identification marks.

Each section of the thorax supports a 
pair of legs – the first pair point forward, 
while the other two point towards the rear. 

The tiger beetle (Carabidae) has prominent, large-
jawed mouthparts.

The mandibles of this brown stag beetle, Ryssonotus 
nebulosus (Lucanidae), serve to signify its prowess 
as a male.

The small, chewing mouthparts of weevils 
(Curculionidae) are on the end of a long rostrum.

This male stag beetle, Prosopocoilus torrrensis 
(Lucanidae), uses its formidable ‘antlers’ in self-defence 
or in combat with rival males.
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