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Background

Personal importation of prescription medicines: a national 
survey 

(1) What is this study about?
Medicines are readily available for purchase online from overseas.
However, we know very little about whether Australians buy
medicines from overseas and why. We would like your help to fill this
knowledge gap. The focus of this study are prescription medicines -
those that require a doctor's prescription and come from a pharmacy.

You are invited to take part in this survey because you live in 
Australia, use medicines prescribed by your doctor, and are 45 or 
older. 

Even if you have not purchased your prescription medicines from 
overseas you can still provide valuable feedback. 

(2) Who is running the study and has it received ethics 
approval?
This study is funded by a Macquarie University Research Fellowship 
and is being run by Dr Narcyz Ghinea, Philosophy Department, 
Faculty of Arts, Macquarie University (                             [ redacted]  or email via 
narcY.z.ghinea@mg.edu.au). This study has been approved by the 
Macquarie University Human Research Ethics Committee. You may 
contact the Committee through the Director, Research Ethics & 
Integrity ( [redacted]  ) if you have any concerns about the study.

(3) What will the study involve for me?
The survey involves answering questions with a fixed set of options to 
choose the answer from. In some places you may write answers. It 
should take you no longer than 10 minutes to complete. You are 
under no obligation to complete the survey once it has begun. You 
can discontinue at any time.

(4) What will happen to information about me that is collected 
during the study?
Survey responses are anonymous and you will not be identifiable in 
any research outputs. The data will be collected via this questionnaire 
platform (Qualtrics) and will be stored on a secure OneDrive folder on 
Macquarie University's server for analysis. This folder will only be 
accessible to the research team. Aggregated survey results will be 
published in various formats to influence policy and debate around 
personal importation.

By proceeding to undertake the survey you are telling us that 
you: 

• understand the above information .
• consent to the use of the data you provide as described above.
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