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and the initial rate of optical density decrease could be used as a direct measure 
of the initial reaction rate, by means of the known extinction coefficient (7.7) of 
acetaldehyde in aqueous solutions a t  25'. Using concentrations in the ranges 
quoted above, five runs gave an average value: 

for the hydroxide-ion catalysed enolization of acetaldehyde. This compares with . 

the value of 0.09 1. mole-lsec-I given by Bell and McTiguel for the same quantity. 
The latter value is probably less reliable since it depends on a detailed knowledge 
of the polymerization equilibria in concentrated formalin. Such data are not available. 

"Favorskii Rearrangement of Pulegone Dibromide and Pulegone Epoxide." By 8. A. 
Achmad and G. W. K. Cavill. pp. 868-68. 

The pulegone epoxide, m.p. 39-40", assigned structure (VIIa), was reported as 
having [aID +94" (see Note added in proof, p. 868). This value is anomalous for, on 
re-examination, our product shows only a slight positive rotation. Two specimens of 
the epoxide have values of $3" and of +Go, respectively. I t  is now concluded that 
this epoxide, m.p. 39-40", is a mixture, and corresponds to the equimolar mixture 
of the two diastereoisomers recently described by Reusch and Johnson (J. Org. Chem., 
1963, 28, 2557). A re-examination of the Favorskii rearrangement for each of the 
diastereoisomers is in progress. 
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Page 65, line 2 : For  dodeoahydrocoronene read octodecahydrocoronene 


