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Happy New Year and welcome to the first issue of Microbiology

Australia for 2014. The focus of this month’s issue is the very

important topic of hospital-acquired infections, guest edited by Lyn

Gilbert (past ASM President), Jon Iredell (current President-elect)

and John Merlino. Looking through the wonderful contributions

theyhavemade andalso those theyhave secured fromother experts

in the field, this issue has the makings of becoming a reference text

on the subject – and required reading for all who have an interest in

infection control in a hospital environment. Happy reading!

As I have mentioned in previous Vertical Transmissions, the flexi-

bility of the new Microbiology Australia in both print form and an

online presence will allow us to more easily engage with the

journal’s readers and to readily respond to suggestions for addi-

tional content or to provide an opportunity to comment on pub-

lished content. One option we are currently discussing is a forum

that will hopefully drive lively debate on topical issues both on the

journal site itself as well as through our Facebook and LinkedIn

presence. If you have any other ideas please forward your sugges-

tions to our national office (admin@theasm.com.au).

As promised inmy last Vertical Transmission, a proposal for changes

to the society constitution that more accurately reflects the Divi-

sional structure of our society has been posted on the ASMwebsite.

Thisproposalwill be taken to theAGMtobeheld inconjunctionwith

the annual meeting in Melbourne in July. We hope that ASM

members will play an active role in developing these changes and

we are calling for input by the end of May 2014. You can find a full

description of the changes and the rationale behind them in docu-

ments posted on the website.

The annualmeeting, to be held this year inMelbourne from 6–9 July

is fast approaching. The invited international and national speakers

are all in place and the developing program is now available

for viewing at the meeting website (http://asmmeeting.theasm.

org.au/). The exceptional group of speakers that the Program

Committeehasput together ensures thatwewill have a very exciting

series of talks by leaders in their respective fields. While there are a

plethora of smaller, specialist meetings now in play across Australia

every year, the annual ASMmeeting still offers the only opportunity

to immerse yourself in cutting-edge science that covers the broad,

cross-disciplinary field of microbiology. This year we are taking that

concept to heart with a number of dedicated, cross-disciplinary

Symposia and Workshops. So set aside these three days for this

important networking opportunity for all microbiologists! Early

bird registrations and abstract submissions (for oral presentation

consideration) are due 4 April.

Professor Sharon Lewin is to be the inaugural Director of the Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and

Immunity at the University of Melbourne. Professor Lewin is an internationally renowned researcher in

HIV/AIDS and currently heads the Department of Infectious Diseases, Alfred Health and Monash

University and is co-head of the Centre for Biomedical Research, Burnet Institute. She is the co-chair of

the International AIDS Conference AIDS2014 to be held in Melbourne in July this year with Professor

Francoise Barre-Sinoussi, President, International AIDS Society and 2008 Nobel Laureate for the co-

discovery of HIV.

The Institute is named after the esteemed Nobel Laureate (1996) and Laureate Professor at the

University, Peter Doherty, who is also the Patron of the Institute. Professor Lewin is expected to begin

her directorship of the Doherty in September 2014.

Professor Sharon Lewin to lead Peter Doherty Institute
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