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Unusual Nesting Site of a Black Duck. Nr. (5 W
Broughton, of Berrigan, New South Wales, reports having found

1

the nest of a Black Duck inoa very unusual position. Tt was

slaced moanest of cither a Urow or o Hawk, <ome o feet fron

e ground, close to o smad pond. The voung were safelv
mtched, and are now, with the parents, in the water, The nest

contamed ¢ cees, and was Tine D with o deep laver of down,

o
=~

Stray Feathers

Bush-F'ires in National Park, Sydney. Nuationil Dark has
<eriously  suffered last scason  through widespreal bush-fires
aml will take a long time to recover,  The birds most affected
were the ground-hiving birds, who have been deprived of shelter,
w<owell as food, and, no doubt. manv must have perished.
\nother regrettable fact due to the bush-fires is the removal
of much top-=01l containing sceds by the rain, since the water,
swmg to the destruction of <mall plants and shrubs, found no
resistance in sweeping the soil off. Naturallv this must react on
hird life. It has also caused some changes i the habitats of
some hirds, whose food supply was destroved, and which, there-
fore, had to look for other localities not atfected by the fires.
satinbirds still form the main interest in myv bird stvlies. Re-
cently T have been able to <how Dr. Ritter. from California,
a4 Satmbird at work at hiis bower.  The summer visitors have
cradually arrived one after another, but some are =till missing
«n the other hand, T have roted a few not usuadly found
1 the Park—E, Nuprixg, RoAOU, Sydney,

The Cuckoo Problem.— \\ith Mr. Stuart Dove, T can also
sav that the domed nest offers no trouble to the Cuckoo.
in several instances [ have found a Man-tailedd Cuckoo (Cuaco-
mantis flabelliformisy in the nest of the White-browed Scrub-
Woren [ Sericorris frountalisy, and once in that of the White.
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throatedd Warbler (Gervgone albigularisy. In the latter cas.
I was lucky enough to see the Cuckoo with its own cgg o
its bill place the egg in the nest. On voing to the nest
at once, 1 found onlv one cgg there, that of the Cuckoo.  Re-
turning some days later, | found the Warhler had lail « fuli
cluteh of three eges. When the young hatched out. the Cackoo
soon got rul of itz nest mates later. growing too big for
the tiny nest, it burst its way out with no trouble, hut left
the beautiful little nest in rather a bal state.  Now the Geryvgone
makes a close woven nest, and when a voung Cuckoo can tear
its wav out of such a nest it can eseape from anv nest mile
by small birds.  With the Serub-Wren, also, the Cuckoo had
no difficulty in making an exit—]. 1. L GOGERLEY, R.AO.U
Fllerslie, Wallis Lake.

The Pipit in Elevated Regions. - Our o dest-plumaged Litte
Dipit (. Inthus australis) appears quite indifferent to altitwle,
4s it iz found from the coast at =ea level to the INERNIGEE
plateaus, and scems cqually at home evervwhere,  The New
Zealand species (Anthis nove-zealandic ). clozely allied to onrs,
is equally hardy. When ncar the top of McKinnon's Pasz, on
e overland track from lLake Te Anau to AMilford Soud,
I observed one of these little travellers on the eolid, wet, spong
soil, amid patches of snow still unmelted, although the =cason
was nidsumner. Dr. Tutz, the American naturalist, while
incect-collecting on the mountains of Colorado, U.S.\., noted
Pipits breeding in the Arcticalpine zome, at 11.e00 Teeto where
cnow lics for the greater part. or all, the vear. [T¢ savs that
thev, together with the Whitetailed  Ptarmigan and  Drown-
capped Rosy-Finches, breed nowhere else, so the Pipit family
is evidently a hardy one all the world over.—I1. Strart Dove,
7750 W, Devonport, Tas, 3/12/23.

Obituary.

Wl DUDLEY LE SOUEPF. CALZs. G0l

The R.A.O.U. celebrated its 215t anniversary, oOr attainerd
its “majority,” at the Adelaide meeting last vear.  Since, there
has passed away one of its prominent founders.

Not cvery person lives to see the fulfilment of his labours.
Yet, the late Mr. W. L D. e Souef did so. The achievement
was the greater because the RO " is not a parochial, or cven
4 State affair, but an Australasian association of persons iu-
terested in the birds of a wide area ot the carth’'s surface.
The success of the movement was largely due to AMr. Te Souef's
energy, tactfulness, and withal, never-failing courtesy.  Ior-
tunately, from the beginning he has been in office—twice for
long periods as Ion. Secretarv—and for two years he fille'd
the important office of President.

In his official capacity as Director of the Zoological Gardens.
Velbourne, he went miuch abroad. and it goes without saving




