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Description of Some New Nests and Eggs

N R WHITE, o VOLUL Belltrees, Scone, NS0

mytornis purnelli, Dark Grdss-wren .- -\ egy tLypes wocon
paratively Ln‘;(' and hali-doned stractare, very looselv cons-
posed of tine, dried. o1t grivses e d with partly e aved] an
very soft weather-worn orieses Fleight over a1 Ste omchies
width 57 inches, up«nmir 202 mehes high by 275 inches Acrass
depth from frong 1) haoek fnstde 2 oinches. Dl

2 near tie
ground gy chap or  Tiodiy or l’()1‘L'11])i11wj\'1';1s\ [l
(Typesi. cluteh 20 swolley cvals meshape s surface o <
fine, and  rather glossv. Gronnd  colour pale pinkish-whie,
well marked all over With minute <pecks qnd bl()tchc\‘ of gt

dark reddish-brown, the markmgs heco mig mueh lareer and
crowde at the larger end, andd forming an ]IIL"U](H cap. The
pair measure =N N o2, I N3 x 602 inches, CCo-tvpesy,
cluteh 20 rounded ov vals m slm])(*: surface of <hell fine an.
shightly glossv. Ground colour white, POSSessIng a very faim
pinkish tinge, <potied and Motched with Tight (o dark rediish-
brown, pale, nmber an lae becoming confluent ap the larger

endd, and forming a well defined cap. The patr measires :

A 7rox o8B 7N AN mchess O those received, nn two
clutches are alike. Talon by Alro 1Y) Lawson Whitlock at (he
entrance 1o the Finke (o IL}L near ITernl;nlrlsl'mr;:. Central Ans-
tralia. on i fypes) 13th September, 19230 and [ Co-tyvpes 13th

September, 1023,

Although the follow Ny nests and eggs have already heen
described, it may be of interest 1o mention those collected by
Mr. F. Whitlock, near [ermanns burg, Central Australia, Jduring
August and September, 1923,
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mvtornes modesta. Thick-Iilterd Grass-wren. Nest Jarge,
very loosely constructe, and halt-domed, with o large open-
mg on the side, composed of dead well bleached grasses, strips
of soft bark, ereos lined with very soft, decayed grasses. | leight
over all 67, inches with 45 inches, opening 21, inches high, by
2Ly mtches across, ddepth from Tront to back (inside; 2 mcehes.
Nest placed nearly on the gronmd, and sheltered by Cane-grass
(Npinfer paradovusy. Tiggs. Cluteh 20 long ovals in shape:
surface ot shell rather iine and shightly glossy. Ground colour
of a pale reddish-white, well <potted and blotehed all over, and
particularly at the larger end, where s a0 well detined cap ol

Hight to dark reddish-hrown. The padr measures— \ .o x .
B8z~ 38 mehes. Another cluteh contains 3 cggs which
measure:—N\ K3 x O1, B 8o x 62, O 83 x 605 and one con-
tains four cges which measure:— A\ 83 x .01, 3 83 x .01
83 xR D) N3 v R Two ewgs 0N and 1Y) of this chateh

are heavidy spotted and Blotched with hight 1o dark redidish-
hrown and purplish-grev, while <pecmens O and 1) are marked
1L over with very mmute specks of redidish-hrown. Apparently
thi~ i< a “combmation cluteh.”™  One pair was fresh, and the
other stale. Probably an hmytornds marriage with a deceased
wile's sister.” Collected on 3rd September, 1923, Nest o
Tullv domed structure, was placed me the miuddle of o dense
prickly Tus~h. For previous deseription of nest and cges, ¢ide
North's “Nests and Eags of Birds fownd breeding e lus
fralie and Tasmania” col T po 230, and Wathewos™ " Birds of
Chistralin ol NLpo Ry, When a nest of this species is
placed tpon its back, 1t certamly rescimbles an open cup-shaped
structure- Anstead of a perpendicular half-domed one, such as it
appears when in it natural position, Through this an error
has acctlentally crept into page 175 of coll N of Mathewos'
“Birds of Custralic.” where myv notes are quoted as deseribing

the nest of cdwpivtoriie fetilic as being open and cup-shaped.

Ntipiturus ripeeps. Rufous-crowned  Fmu-wren—N\est a
small, neat, Jdomed structure, composed of very fine dead, soft.
weather-worn grasses; lined with soft wooldike vegetable sub-
stance s placed ina Triodia clump. Height over all four inches
by 23 mches across, by 20- inches from front to back.  Inside
measurenient from iront to back., 19 inches. [lgys, cluteh 2
very rounded ovals in shape: surface of shell fine and smooth,
but almost entirely devoil of gloss. Ground  colour  white,
spotted and speckled with pale to darker rusty and reddish-

hrown, with an irregular zone gt the larger end.  The pair
measnres —.\ 37 8 g4 B3 a& xog3 inches: smaller and paler

than those collected at North-West Cape, Western Australia, on
13th October, 1916, Collected on 18th September, 1923, Lor
previous description of nest and eggs, ¢ide “FEmn” w0l X171
poagand VMathewoes "Bivdse of Clustralia” ol Noopo1g7,





