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Tt 1% evident that the description of the Dacific Petrel 1s aot
definite enough for the identification of the Shearwater Latham
had Tefore him and it is idle to read into the Jescription a
meaning the words do not convev. T see, therefore, no justifi-
cation  Jor discarding ddetermined  chlororhvichus and  substi-
tuting nndetermined pacifea as the specific name of the Wedge-
tatled  Shearwater, In e, a long-cstablished specific name
should not be  superseded unless the evidence against it i
hevoud reasonable doubt. The law of priovity is accepted  as
aomeans of obtaming stability, net mstability, of names.

{1 a stable nomenclature iz 1o be attained in species and
the higher gronps, such 2 nomenclature must be the outcome of
mvestizations by monographers having a profoun.l knowledge
ol their special subject<.  All-around  name  hunters have
failed becaunse the quarry has heen bevond the reach of super-
ficial  knowledge.

Spider Webs and Birds. [ wa~ very mterested in the aote
o NVoll NNTHLD poo2ann and photographs by Mrse Iinnis
Fhimphreve of Poopoonah, ()0 They brought back to my mind
a cimilar experience which cane under my notice when a child
m Ouecensland, e living o few miles from Toowoomba, One
aficrnoon T eaw asmall hind apparenty caught in nothing.  From

the distance 1ts wings appeared to be folded 1o its sides, giving
1 the appearance of having saddenly stopped in the air while
ralhimz. b oran along to investigate, amd found the bird, o 1F1v-
cater o Gervgone . from o what | remember, wrapped inoa spider
weho L eannor say how long it had been there, hut it scemed too
weak to ostrugele frees The weh was spun hetween two gum
caplings. just off the crown of a rather sharp Wil and. to my
mind, mosuch a position eastly to trap a small hird ving quickly
downhill, DBy the ume it noticed the web it would be in it
Az T owatched, o large. black spider, with a greenish tinge.
hegan o dexcend from a bunch of leaves in the left-hand sapling.
The captive commenced to tremble or struggle, T am not sure
which now.  Anvhow, [ know my svmpativ {or the bird came
urpernost, anil 1 oseized a stick, smashed the web, freed the
hird from the sticky stuff, when it tlew awayv from my hands.
The spider retreated to his den.  Since then, | have wished my
childish sympathy had waited a while 1o gee what the spider
would do. Once again 1 found another web in a similar position,
A\ Leatherhead (Tropidorhivnchus) made a sharp curve upwards
to avoid hemg entangled in itz meshes. | do not suppose that
the strands would retain such a large victim: stilll it is surprising
the strength there iz in a cobweb, T have tested the wens of
thiz spider with my fingers, and found them very strong and
icky. 1 have also run straight into one without seeing it
arrested by the horrid stuff all over myv face. Tt iz most
avreeable—( sy T A, Frercmer, ROAOTU. “Tyeltva”
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