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Brisbane to Melbourne.—First Return, £10; Second Re-
turn, £6/13/4.

(In all cases, sleepers and bookmg extra.)

The above concessions are also only applicable if 20 dele-

gates attend the Congress.
The approximate cost, exclusive of the cost of reaching

and staying in Melbourne, is anticipated to be as follows:—

(a) Car fare to camp and return .. .. £2 0 0
(b) Share of hire of tents, marquees, ete.,
not exceeding .. . .. 210 0
{(¢) Catering—S8 days at 10/6 per head
per day .. .. .. 4 4 ¢
£8 14 0

The above figures are on a basis of 20 attending the
camp-out, and the success of the venture depends on an
attendance of at least that number. If more attend there
will be a reduction in (b) above, and probably in the cost
of transport also. It is hoped that some reduction will be
possible also in the cost of catering. , ,

Members are urged to make the camp-out as successful
and as well-attended as some of the earlier R.A.0. U, camps
and to invite friends and others interested to attend. Fur-
ther particulars will be supplied on application to the Hon.
General Secretary or the Hon. Editor. An early intima-

tion of intention to attend would help considerably in
" making arrangements; in fact, no definite arrangements
can be made until it is known how many members will
attend. Will State Secretaries please asgist in this matter.

Review

i The Birds of the Philippine Islands: with notes on the Mammal
Fauna, By the Hon. Masauji Hachisuka, F.Z.8., F.R.G.S., M.B.O.U,,
&c, Part 1, pp. 1 to 168, Published by H. T and G. Wltherby, 326
High Holborn, London. (Melbourne, Robertson & Mullens Ltd.) Price

per Part, 25/- net.]

This, a first volume, is largely introductory, for the last
19 pages only are devoted to a portion of a systematic
account of the avifauna of the Philippines, the remainder
of the book being divided into four sections:—(i) Geo-
graphy and Climate; (ii) Ornithological History; (iii)
an account of the author’s journey to the Philippines; and
(iv) an extensive Bibliography. The book should he of
particular use to ornithologists whose interest is in dis-
tribution and zoogeography. As the author says in his
short preface, “The Philippine Islands are situated on the
border-line between the Oriental and Australasian regions,
and so far litfle has been done to determine the natural
boundary line between the two, or their biological sub-
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areas. Zoologists are still somewhat ignorant as to how the
Wallace line would run eastward from Bali and Lombok.”
From this aspect, any literature that promises to throw
light on the subject is of peculiar appeal to Australians. An
interest in the Philippines and their avifauna also attaches
because of their position, situated as they are on the fly
lines of migratory birds between Australia and the Asian
tundras.

Of the 14 birds listed and described in the last pages, nine
descriptions only are referable to full species—of two or
three birds one or more sub-species (one, the Southern
Philippine Megapode, being novel), are included and de-
scribed. In addition, the author includes several races evi-
dently not considered worthy of even sub-specific reference
and a list in some cases of allied forms and their range.
Birds of particular interest as having affinities in Australia
are the Button Quails (Turniz). -

Folding maps and photographs make the book attrac-
tive. The drawings of the birds are to be by Gronveld and
Koyabashi. The frontispiece (Palawan Pescock Pheasant),
by the latter artist, is in colour.

Further parts of this interesting publication will be
eagerly awaited. —C.E.B.

Obituary
JOSEPH PARKER NORRIS, JUNR. -

Mr. Norris died at his home in Philadelphia, in the United

States of America, on January 18, 1931, after an illness of
several months. A member of one of Philadelphia’s oldest
families, he was born on February 9, 1871. He was the son
of Joseph Parker Norris and Isabell N evins Fry Norris, and
was a descendant of Isaac Norris, member of the Pennsyl-
vania Assembly from 1699 to 1703 and a J udge of the Court
of Common Pleas and Mayor of Philadelphia. Mr. Norris
had been a member of the Union since 1917 and always took
a very keen interest in Australian Ornithology. He was edu-
cated in the Philadelphia schools and was prominent in
various social activities. :
_ At the time of his death he was a member of the American
Ornithologists’ Union, the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia, the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club and
many other notable societies. He inherited his father’s
famous collection of North American eggs and devoted his
leisure time to enlarging it and adding series of eggs from
Europe, India, Africa, and Australia. In his early years
Mr. Norris contributed valuable bapers on the eggs of North
American Birds to the Ornithologist and Oologist, of which
his father was one of the editors, whilst more recently he
has contributed to the Oologists’ Record. He is survived by
his widow and three daughters.—N.J.F.




