Notes on Wood - Swallows and Swallows
of the Barlee Range, W.A.

The Davlee Range is sitooded abouat 110 miles ivland
(routn-ea=t}y Vrom Onslow. There are three specics of Woodl-
swalloves found theve- - Avievries melonngpe, AL sl i
amd AL owieor. AL personates 19oa winter visitor, but ihe
other two ave resident=, Arfeares gneloaopes s 1he cont-
monest, and is lo be scen hawking for inseets 1 ihe vear
round. s nesting habits depend chiefly on the vain, 17
Horains in February or Mavch it nests theno 1101 rains
in June or July it does so again, Therefore in this locaiity
Homuy nest any time from Febroary to November, Fhis
veur (1953) it nested during March and April. The nest
i= u=ually placed in a low bush or fork, Lut never bave |
seen il in o hollow =pout as noted by AL C. Cameron in 7he
Eoice AV al, NXXTI, p, 1587). 1 oagree with him s 10 the
shape and eolouring of the coes being different according
to sca=ons, but T also find thatl one year every nest muy have
four eges, whilst other years (this year, tor example), T
ave found no nest with move than three, T ihink the num-
ber depends on the season. The eepes this vear ave all the
same shape—npointed at one end and stmilie 1o those ol
the Dlack and White Yantail (Rlipidora Toeeaidergs),
whilst at other times they have been longer and more oval
and  with  brighter =pots. T have proved with some
other species of birds that individual paivs of hivds alwawvs
lax Lhe =same type of eges. T onee noted three cdduiches of
cevs of a pair of Black and White Fanlails,  They had a
dark smudge on one side, and cvery cluteh was identical. 1
do notl think it applies w Arfemes wielrpops, however,

Avteieis pifpor, the olthey local bivd, is to be found haunt-
ing the cliffs und erags in hilly country—decp porges eapeci-
allv. It mests in the crevieos in eliffs, and 1 have also seen
i Lake possession of a Fairy Martin’s old nest. It never
seems to leave Lhe gorges.

Artamis persosefins comes with the rain, Some vears it
s very common, and other vears scareely scen. This vear
larec flocks appeared in March, bul they did not «top to
nest.,  They appeared again in May, but did not nest, and
there are still a fow about,  Some years they nest here in
large colonics——the nest being placed in any position —in a
hollow limb or fork mostlv—any height from 3 to 10 (et
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from the ground.  During November, December and Janu-
ary, these birds are rarely seen.  The mask on the female
ix very indistinet,

Hlochelidon wigrieans 13 common along the erecks where
there nre hollow gum trees,  They seem to nest in company,
as one often sces five or six hollows oceupied In the same
tree.  The birds come out and cirele around a fow times—
then back to the hollow. The hollows are lined with dead
leaves.,  They have a habit of fiving in and out hollows cven
it there are no nests within,  Hplockelidon wriel 15 very
rave here. I have secen threc “leter'” of nests here in
ten vears, There was a colony of birds which built and
started to rear voung here lagt February,  They built on an
overhanging vock 3 or 4 feet above a pool.  The creek cume
duwn high and washed them away. The birdg had built yvears
belfove up higher,  Another group of nests I saw in 1925
in a cave about 200 or 300 yvards Irom the [Tardey River.
I have =cen Cherainoees loneosterina a fow times, but the
bird 1s very scaree. A few were nesting, [ think, along the
Harvdey River in 1924, but T did not sce their nesting site,
aithough T saw about a dozen birds. 5 Roninzox,
R.A.0.U., Ullawarra Station, Onslow, W AA, 14 6 33,

Netes on the Ground Parrot and Other Parrots.—23\y.
W. B, Camupbell, who is now 89 years ol age, has a remark-
able memory, and his reeollections of the wild life inhabiting
the environs of Sydney, upwards of sixty or seventy vears
apo, are full of interest.  Recently Mr. Campbell wrote me
about the Ground Parrot (Pezopores wrellicos), In the
same letter he commented upon the original illustration
from a colleetion of early paintings in the Mitchell Library,
# photographic copy of which appeaved in The Enve (Vol.
NXNIL, 1923, pl. 33).  His remarks, together with some
notes on Parrots generally, are quoted below :—

From what T can vemember of this parrod, the illusteation seems
to me to be too long in the body and the tail = vather ong, buat it
v g great many years sinee | have scen a ground parrot. Whoen g
voungs=ter, ahout sevenly yvears or o ago, I used to see several in oure
paddock near the Parvamatta Biver, =even wdles from Sednes, or
tive inoa diveet e T oam under the impresszion thuat they uzed o
feed on the tubes of several species of orehids which then grow plenti-
tullv evervwhere,  The Diecis scemed to be the favourite.  This al
LTe L was wanle e of by the blacks, whese women due them ap
with theiv “vam =ticks” just as they dig up wild swms ard evass
root= i1 the Northern Terrilovy.

W useid Lo have thousand= ol parroets '1t times when the Blackhntts
iflealypfos pilalaris} were in blossom, which cecavred irvegularviy, 1
had o paddock of aboot three aeres of these trees which T opreserved,
Aloul =ixty vears awo the trees all blossomed sl the one time and
thewn the vew ! dave and nighls, We always had o fow parears knock-
ing about, Budgerigahs, Rusellas, ete.

— K. A, HIixpwoon, ka.0.U., Willoughby, N.SW., 7 & 33,



