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Litile Shrike-Thrush ‘Anting’.—While in the Northern
Territory, I encountered the Little Shrike-Thrush (Col-
- luricinela parvule) in only one restricted area —a small

swampy jungle beside Coomalie Creek, Bafchelor. As litile
appeared to have been recorded of this species, I spent-some
tfime watching in this jungle, but with litfle result, because,
although the birds were not shy, the undergrowth was oo
dense to permit sustained observation of any one bird.

One incident, however, appears to me to be of special
interest. On Fehruary 4, 1945, one bird, apparently forag-
ing, came within ten feet of me, where it thrice picked up
.objects, which, from their size and colour, I took to be
millipedes. Each of these objects was brushed under one
of the bird's wings and then dropped. - It was only on the
third repetition that I realized that the bird was ‘anting’.
Unfortunately, the bird then moved off without again
repeating the action.

I then examined minutely the place where the bird had
been — a small area of leaf-carpeted ground — and found
four millipedes, but no other objecis, animate or inanimate,
that could have been those observed in the bird's bill. Two
green ants (? Qecophylla virescens), which were present,
were not used by the bird. The millipedes were hard-shelled
enough to escape injury from the bird’s bill, which could
account for the absence of maimed individuoals. I could
deteet no odour about the millipedes and was, at the time,
unable to reconcile what I had observed with any of the
current theories relating to ‘anting’.

At a later date, bowever, I discussed this matter with
Mr. A. Musgrave, of the Avsiralian Museum, Sydney. He
informed me that in the Myripoda, odoriferous glands are
mostly present and referred mie to one of his articles in

the Australian Museum Magazine for April-Fune, 1943, in
which he quotes an account by Mr. C. 'I. McNamara, of the
blinding of a young dog by a New Guinea species. Thig
same species is reputed to cause blindness among the
natives. : _

It appears at least possible that the species employed
by the Shrike-Thrush igs one which secretes an acrid fluid.
It has nof, as yet, been possible {0 identify these millipedes.
—ERIC H. SEDGWICE, Bilbarin, W.A., 26/2/46.



