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R.A.O.U. Conservation Policy™*
DEFINITION

The R.A.Q.U, conservation policy defines the meaning of nature
conservation. emphasizes 1ts significance in human life, stresses the
necd for ecological research, and enumerates the principal means
by which effective conservation may be achieved.

Nature conservision may be defined ay a state of ecological harmony
bhetween man and naturc—the so-cailed Balance of Nature. This
harmony will be achieved by o full knowledge of man's plage in
nature, embracing an understanding of the interrelationships be-
tween all forms of life—from micro-orgamsms to specialized verte-
brates—and the total environment,

The maintenance of a stable Balance of Nature is an essential pre-
requisite for all forms of land use, which s the basis of human
cconomy and survival. It 1s not confined to the interests of scientists
and nature lovers.

Since the Balance of Nalure embraces all living things, there can be
no separate conservation scheme for the benefit of any one par-
ticular form of life. The one comprehensive policy must be regarded
as urgent and be put inte eifect in accordance with accepted eco-
logical principles.

The methods adopted must be kept under review and modified as
necessary lo meet changing conditions.

RESFARCH

There is an urgent need for ecological research into the life cycles of the
species comprising each biotic community in order that their require-
ments may be understood and that the most effective measures may be
devised to ensure their self-perpetuation.

(a)

{b)

(¢}
(d)

{e)

RESERVES

It is essential to reserve arcas of each (ype of environment, large
enough to ensure sclf-perpeluation of their biotic communities. The
variety. distribution and area of reserves muost be increased wherever
possible.

The suitability of existing reserves as conservation areas should be
examined periodically by a competent authority and, if found in-
effective or incapable of restoration, such reserves must be replaced
by others.

The status, tenure and control of all nature reserves must sechre
them from alienation and commercial exploitation.

Land use must make the maximum contribution to nature conser-
vation, subject 1o the cssential needs of man. Landholders should
be encouraged to practisc accepted conservation methods on their
properties. but the declaration of privately owned lands as sanc-
tuaries must not interfere with eflorts to secure adequale Govern-
ment-owned and controlled reserves. Privale sanctuaries should not
be established without the upproval of the appropriate authority.
Cluser co-operation between Government authorities in matters of
legislation. administration and contro! of wildlife and its habitat is
necessary to establish nature conscrvation on an effective national
basis. The direct administration of reserves and conservation reeu-
lations must be vested in scientifically trained organizations that are
free from sectional influence.

* Published by authority of Couneil, minutes of meeting held at Molbourne, March

20, 1863, Explanatory noles, by the Convener of the Conservation Committes, Mr.
Gellibrand, will be published shortly,
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LEGISLATION

4. (a) Protection, under conservation legislation, should be extended to all
native specics. Where these are permitted, control mcasures and
apen scasons should be cffectively enforged so that the species is
noet endangered.

{b) Trapping of native species of birds for commercial aviculture must
be prohibited. Aviculturists must be licensed and subject to strict
control.

(¢) The collecting of protected flora and fauna species, particularly
rare species of birds and their epes, must be prohibited except for
the purpose of promoting scientific knowledge and better conser-
vation methods. Such collecting shonld be restricted to competent
research workers holding a current permit which limits the scope of
gach collection in relation to the species, number of specimens, area
armd period, and which defines the specific purpose of collecting.

INTRODUCED SPECIES

5. {a) Further introductions of any alien spccies for any purpose, and
transference of any native species hevond its natural range within
Australia, must be prohibited except where it can be shown that
such action is necessary to ensure its survival, and will not jeopardize
other native species or human economy,

{h} All introduced species that have a detrimental effect on native species
ot on human economy should be declared noxious and should be
eradicated as far as practicable.

PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR WILDLIFE

6. (a) Maximum publicity by all media should be directed at exposing
offences against conservation laws; warning the public against taking
prolected species, game species out of sgason, and excceding bag
limits, and emphasizing the significance of nature conscrvation in
human economy.

(b)Y Publicity concerning the nurnbers and distnibution of game species
before and during open seasons, and also reports of the taking of
unprotected species should be discouraged.

(¢} Close liaison is needed between the Union and authorities respon-
sible for projects which may adversely affect the welfare of native
flora and favna. Similar relationships are necessary to assist the
organizations taking an active interest in nature conservalion.

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

7. There is an urgent need for a truly national conservation organization
fully representative of all diverse interests but which is dedicated to the
tash of maintaining the Balance of Nature,



