Obituary

E.F. BOEHM
1911-1994

Erhard Boehm, who died on 14 September 1994 after a
few years of declining health, was a survivor from the
age of distinguished amateur naturalists. Self-taught, he
was free to set his own standards of record-keeping (he
was meticulous) and to explore any aspect of the natur-
al world that attracted his interest.

Born in Eudunda, some 100 km north-east of Ade-
laide, on 8 April 1911, Erhard grew up and lived most of
his life on a nearby rural property at Sutherlands. Here
he studied not only the birds, publishing his first scien-
tific paper at the age of 17, but also the former indige-
nous people, mammals, reptiles, and plants. His writ-
ings span the time when much of this marginal agricul-
tural area was still being cleared; they provide a unique
historical ornithological record (Emu 52, 296; 53, 291;
57, 311). The South Australian Museum and Herbarium
are significantly richer for his contributions. He wrote
more than 150 articles for the volumes of Emu (to
which he also contributed numerous reviews, especially
of material in German), the South Australian Ornitholo-
gist, the Australian Bird Bander (now Corella), and
other publications, and was still publishing into his
eighties. He also addressed conservation issues and in
the mid-1950s he was South Australian representative
on the RAOU Standing Committee on Conservation.

The breadth of his interests precluded severe spe-
cialisation, but he did take a particular interest in
corvids. He started banding in his fifties and Ian Row-
ley helped him set up a suitable trap from which both
Erhard and his wife Doreen would retrieve ravens for
study. More than 1000 ravens were banded at Suther-
lands and Erhard helped to clarify the fourth species of
corvid, Corvus mellori (Rowley, Emu 66, 191-210).

When he retired it was hard to tell, such was the en-
ergy he brought to birdwatching, conservation, and
public speaking near his new home in the north-east
suburbs of Adelaide.

To casual acquaintances Erhard seemed aloof and
unbending, but those who persuaded him of their inter-
est in wildlife and concern for conservation found him
generous with time, information, and encouragement.
Australian ornithology is poorer for his departure, and
we extend our sympathy to his widow Doreen and to
their surviving daughter and grandchildren.
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