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The Gang-Gang Cockatoo Callocephalonfimbriatum is 
one of our most attractive cockatoos, as well as being 
one of the least studied. Chamber's comprehensive 
literature review highlights how little we know of the 
ecology of the species. In fact, there have been no de- 
tailed studies and what little we know comes from 
essentially opportunistic observations. Knowledge of 
the care and breeding of the species in captivity is also 
limited and requires further study or perhaps more avi- 
culturalists should be encouraged to publish. 

The core of the book is the section on summary of 
available data and the annotated bibliography. These 
sections are supplemented by author and subject bibli- 
ographies, distributions map from various sources, with 
the notable exception of the atlas of Australian Birds 
and a general index. The book is well produced with 
few typographic errors. However, the use of space is 
uneven. Twenty pages are given to the author biblia- 

graphy, which repeats the information in the annotated 
bibliography which in turn repeats material in summary 
of data. At the other extreme, the two maps with de- 
tailed distribution data are far too small to be of much 
use. 

In the introduction the author comments on the lack 
of data and the fact that many references are merely 
rewrites of earlier articles. It is disappointing that the 
author, having read all the articles has not been more 
critical indicating those articles with sound observa- 
tions and those that are an anecdotal, speculative or 
merely rehashes. While the annotated bibliography is 
useful, the referencing has faults, in four cases editors 
were given the credit, the worst case being Keast (1985) 
who was only one of four editors and did not contribute 
to the seven papers with data on Gang-Gangs. 

Despite these criticisms, Chambers has done an 
excellent job in compiling this review and the book will 
be a useful introduction to those interested in further 
studies of this fascinating species. 

G.T. Smith 
CSIRO Wildlife & Ecology 

Western Australian Laboratory 
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